31 S 3w 137 31 el et (AR
" b \\{ 1889 .}j
N\ &

on Interparlementaire

3wl gy o ey Sl

2017 JJ}ST / dj:g‘ ‘ﬁ.f&; 18—14 Pour |a démocratie. Pour tous
CL/201/10¢g)-R..1
(E8 >
2017 by /3 27 S A
10 &

dLaasuwa]! 5,?:2\ Sl o oy

Buseiall oo (g giamall ad Il bl tziadl B S plex N1 () —(5)
Al e Lot J >

2017 slg /3505 17 Sys150

Ul s U adt e 3 oSiLally Jaadl Ul SEY1 ) (839980 e dud) )
oW a1l Caelar pladl s jpeadt OF ) jLaly sl )l bl szt (3 g
@ L ot o) U SUENI OF bl oilly cadaall a,ll SUUA of lsad) o o clgus

slded) Gl Ol J g sl ﬁ‘y\ ossis gl Allall (oW ddens Gl et Ly

P dwgh ol e 223le Bl (Ll L) SIS pL) e (aighigds ple dnd) s
93Lal dely (bedld gbyll (B siae ¢ Vpmm Secdly (Slaf gyl & sl k2 ) (Lls
Air Quality Asia il o) (( By B3W sy (dle 3 2l dned] g2 ¢ gw

ol ooV 0935 L) Ul SLEVY Ziomll a1 895 (L1 3L plazor V) i sai 025 dod) ez
Al Ol Jo 3L el i Ol 103 Jol s 51y 2017 LT fobes 3
33e AL dof A e sladl sag (gl md ) Gumall et g s gl dtling dalinid
93 ey aaldn ) aed)l Gl Jlosl Jgdor as @ Sdelonall Tt o gl Lol U1 SLEY)

Baelnel) JLEY) sl vjy\ Un ool gl i) oy ds ezt 1o a5 glly dladds 3

1/5

e

) Ul S alel) G S dan




Belnel) U] 2w BY) Slgd) o sibe ¢daliind) ) Slial o o) mollall clis] 3
2AL @Aﬁ.ﬁ L}U‘J’ )‘Jjj wjj\ C)LAIL:«.M.S, L2 &L’uj FRTINY| w\ JUAT Jj} gs‘;ﬁj\ c'%) L}
Al Gl BluaY 2ubgll 28Uy Ml e WA L) UL Zl2 &) dns ) lsladd

czpe dgs A4 U Q) ahe ) SULaal il e ool e e a5 Al 23
Uy s alin OF slaizaV) gbly L syndl wdy colendl suzdl (] aiby Bl o )65 o5
o) szl () aaall ) (T e 3 S Lasgis gl aabll lygladl (3 (b as ) (i
o L agass 1 phenaY Ao dl U ol Lot DU ads a3 Ol szl 1)
Aot Sl AL s V1 3 asUdl aSlaadl Lalde mdl s ey Le iy 3l
Slesh i ¥ gyl O poledl ey caalazd)

Lol LIl dalasl QL@.::-j:j\ LSLC;LU; S/\.“JJ elaidla e Lad Lﬁj U”AULJ\ ial> PSS C.ﬁw\_'éj
e 88 alaal Ll 2l oy LW oUT i 3 UL Balitnl) dpeal) Olaal Laiss 5
By B2l Ulasl (3 sl Zead) Clual wend SUU s gl goll) olglad

pE,, 2/5

A Ul SE dlel) BLY) i




e ) Sl gl 5L 1

sl w3 blas ST Casen 1) as ) ) deliodl il Olaal 25 @

G UL 05SS tardasy n 25 OS] Sl s (dbsy andly sl
Wilem] cslseppgl S dilie Ol 3 gl LSy g 5l Ld o8l on LeSK g
st e DUl s Bl aslan Yl Sleytdll sl (JU Jome s (LS
sl Ol 39 Abla)l i)l Bl jds5y (oglitd) gl oialy Ad) Y das
ol Gl IS e il L SV ey i g e A e Sl )
e 8350 (gl BlgLadly BTNy o ) Blalacel) a5 UL e sue sl W3y
bl 3310

Ay pbed b Wlapts sleze) UL (S6 iaus Jilos dlad) ol ) BLEYL
(e Aased b Aalinnd) i) Ol (3 2ebed) AU plladlly 3l mesmedd 228K
Uy b 3l olbly alal) cpelladll oy ST 80 0Ley i 056 g (JU o o
i Y1 ol lezzedU Lasf

Slgnal e il alS” 0L Tk i) el Ol adayl gl da ol o
e Aol Bz SIS Glayg g oy 3 St S Dlemy e deiad IS 3 il
wold ot g = gl 3 bl mell et N sl gy — R Blnn Y
3393 Al AL O L ol ol il jolomsy Lo gy 3l B3date 902y 4y 59
bl ol e U Baled) Al Glal e sie me ablis (gl La T g cslsd)
e Oy L s Bl e delgy Y dups el 18T S0 0
hal] Slelor| dos Oy USCad) 0dd G )l sl et Lad Besly 0585 OF Uyl
b8 oot LSy by Glaal o celybl B3 Aoy 3 eV IS e Ub
(i1 g5sl) pAE el adty (gl

i sl ol SUW @ aalaedl il Glual e sl ol clis| 0]
Stolie SUYH Sl Jlp ¥ (bl a2 3 ol el O sliael oy csliae)

A Ul SE dlel) BLY) i



By el OIALIL VI e ¥ aenS” dastl ke () S0 ageY) Sl )
) C2laal iy QUL clizel e dpuall i 4ol Ol oUW, e e
pis gl Jolgg iad N A Ol adles s 5 s Jlesl JadmS” aalud
a5 O S e gt Ol i (39 2l Lliadlly des ) oS ilssy 3ol
) i VLY o Balind) el sl g dgr aasS s OF e
A Ol il s 2ULIS,

S 2l w2 Sl LS plasiaa ¥ e o) dalad) ) Olaal G4
Bl Lgnlrio vla DU Sy gl Comgs Lyt 0L JS7 3 UL
of s aad L] IS o Ol G Gl (e b e Baled) dod) laaY
SlaaY iby il azg Slees IV e claldind) el Glual Jo fanasine 224
Earie G5 3 L ol 2l e planaly QU AL (g o8 @ dalill deed)
caldzed) dend) Ol jelaie IV e (@il

sl Ay 5295 (Osdle (S Lo (Jle (lnST el e 0SiLEL 5Ll
e i 1 ST clasl of sl ol (s Balely ol LT Ll (2L, Of
oLy DU Jlasl n Loy Sl 2l i) Bmnasine 2k ol ¢ Jas 323 ol (o
o bzl ek 1gie Sladl ods (3 Bl 0555 e Baley Aalind) dasdll Gl
Sl U Ll el e il OF ) aslannd) ) O Ly Ol o
) Ol e Aol e Bag sty UL sy LB e el (3 oS
Slag 2l ad sk e 03,31 0Ly dasely etz Al Glaal s ) 83L5
RVRESAUE W™ N (RPN RS PRSI WU

I Y STV londl @ 50T Al sl 1Y 2aecll 15U BV Of G (35
Ay AWl Sl oo o Lo a3 S ally lddl e dall s
Bl 1) (3 3902 593 DUl (JU L e 0301 s Akl e a1 5
cMdadd by B3l dal L a8 alalay (3 sl OUp) ey ¢ LML 80 SA e datil
e Ty Sl gl sdin ool s colmbgd) Eom on ccoha @l ) gy aS0y
o M o 0wl e ol e Wy el (Joadl U SUE e ol

A Ul SE dlel) BLY) i



Jsatdl slesl Jom 550 1 Ul o1 e lall aub sl wlolaza¥l 3 eSils Ul
oLt e U o ) el o oUW sliael usf sy asae ©lasSs 4z ()
Ty o5 byl @) o) szl 3 3t

Oggad ol U SLEN) 2 g gt (0Ll 5T aedl S5 cplaam Nl plos (35 @
ple IS e w3 Bps Jaws ) cand U allaiar gl el 2l pSiLel suml) )
Feaitl) Blal i 3 Salinad) gyl Slylolt JadY oozl Jsldl Jegd (ssiaS”
ol Baltzed) aastll Olal OLzy o3l we Loall e Lo 0g ol iy el
SV gl Aegazt o Ul ) il o] (3 S ladly Lol Ul SLEYI 2508 )
RRINEC P PRURPIISA

Aol

GU SN Slaghas ] BLEYL (ggnd) B TR e P> 3 oyl & a3l glas
& Boldend) 2ol Sl ool (gsmmn gL (oW pladl PO DU e Lgaar 7 &) Jo)
Slal vand Sllasy [STa sLisly jgf s3lel UL, ae posy AW T o (3 SLULY)
g Ol S delus o Loldznd) 2ad)

GGl il SHABN S e of A3kl L) o clgow T Bglize §ypall sdn OB (U3 way
Baldind) dedl Glaal 2alad) U Slbadd) il sl Of o M g L Lagds 9dE OF e
U Lo ¥ OB e s dg 5LV e gl o) ety (O G Lo ST SCs
sl Bl BluaY M) el ¢ pod) Zadild OIAL) (3 3350

5595 3 3leb) e a4 U sty Lal Ul SEV) gl (Lot o2l T g
L LS sl g L Raldend) el GBlual e el el slis] e SUUL oS
3530l B9 Synad) md )l bl sl ] delall Lol V) (3 Slanl [SCiy U 41s)

Ssll ) el sl 3193 ) 2y

A Ul SE dlel) BLY) i



o
v i v
\\ 1889 !j

Inter-Parliamentary Union

For democracy. For everyone

137" IPU Assembly

St. Petersburg, Russian Federation
14-18 October 2017

Governing Council CL/201/10(g)-R.1
Item 10 27 July 2017

Reports on recent IPU specialized meetings

(g) Parliamentary meeting at the UN High-Level Political Forum
on Sustainable Development

New York, 17 July 2017

Eighty MPs from 34 national delegations were in attendance.

Mr. Saber Chowdhury, President of the IPU, welcomed participants to this side event of
the IPU at the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF). He noted that attendance had more
than doubled from last year both in terms of individual MPs and parliaments represented,
which showed that the IPU was making inroads in connecting the parliamentary
community to the UN-led global review process for the SDGs.

Mr. Martin Chungong, IPU Secretary General, moderated a panel with Mr. José Carlos
Mahia, Speaker of the House of Representatives of Uruguay, Ms. Petra Bayr, MP,
National Council of Austria, Mr. Amadou Cissé, MP, National Assembly of Mali, and
Ms. Shazia Rafi, President and Convener, AirQualityAsia.

Mr. Chungong opened the meeting referring to the spring session of the IPU Committee
on UN Affairs , in April 2017, which provided a first opportunity for MPs to take stock of
parliamentary action on the SDGs and discuss the main theme of the HLPF—poverty
eradication. He then went over IPU’s recent efforts to help parliaments integrate the
SDGs agenda and play a role in their implementation, which included: a self-assessment
toolkit, prepared with UNDP, to help parliaments institutionalize the SDGs; a number of
regional seminars for parliamentarians to help raise awareness of the SDGs and
address key policy questions; and a model parliamentary resolution outlining the key
steps parliaments need to take to strengthen accountability and national ownership of
the SDGs.

Mr. Chungong further elaborated on the results of a survey questionnaire sent to the
parliaments of the 44 countries presenting national progress reports to the HLPF. The
survey showed that only nine parliaments had been engaged, to some extent or another,
in the government-led national consultations for the report to the HLPF, and that only
three of these parliaments had had an opportunity to review the report before it was
submitted to the UN. To the extent that this survey provides a gauge of parliamentary
engagement in the global review of the SDGs, the results show that there is still a long
way to go.

The panel presentations and the ensuing debate provided strong evidence of the policy
guidance SDGs were providing to parliaments around the world. The discussion also
provided many examples of concrete steps parliaments were taking to mainstream the
SDGs in their legislative and oversight work.

#IPU137
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Main messages and recommendations

The SDGs signal the need for a more pro-active stance in economic, social and environmental
policy. All of the goals require legislative and regulatory reforms that parliaments are well
positioned to initiate or support. As shown in countries as different as Uruguay, Spain and Kenya,
for example, pro-active legislation and increased budget support helped reduce poverty rates,
narrow inequalities, and provide universal health care. In Sierra Leone, legislation helped reduce
malnutrition and prevent teen pregnancies through sexual education. A number of parliaments
have passed gender equality legislation to increase the representation of women in politics.

In addition to issue-specific legislation, parliaments can adopt framework legislation to provide an
enabling environment for civil society and the private sector to contribute to the SDGs. In Benin,
for example, a new law on public-private partnerships created better conditions for foreign
investments.

The inter-connected nature of the SDGs requires an all-of-parliament approach to overcome silos
and look at every issue from several perspectives at once. This is particularly true in the response
to poverty—the main theme of the HLPF— which must be measured and approached multi-
dimensionally, going beyond the basic income definition. The simple issue of air quality,
highlighted from the panel, crosses over a number of SDGs. Reducing air pollution drastically
improves health, raises productivity and helps combat climate change. Parliaments need to be
clear as to the main drivers of such a problem and take action to tackle it by, among other,
investing in air quality monitoring, setting national targets, tightenening anti-pollution regulation,
and cutting subsidies to fossil fuels.

Institutionalizing the SDGs in parliaments requires engaging all members, not just those from
development committees. In many parliaments, development thinking is still rooted in the MDGs
framework, which posited development as a process pertaining only to developing countries. In
many developed countries’ parliaments, many MPs have yet to take stock of the SDGs as an
agenda that relates to them when addressing high poverty levels, growing inequalities, and
questions of good governance as well as environmental issues. In all countries, parliaments must
insist that the government appoint a focal point for the SDGs to streamline communications with
parliamentarians as well as with the various parliamentary committees.

The SDGs challenge MPs to make full use of the legislative and oversight powers that almost
everywhere are granted to parliaments under the constitution. Parliaments can organize their own
response to the SDGs by improving coordination between committees, by setting up a
parliamentary caucus or a specialized SDGs committee, by ensuring that a national plan for the
SDGs is drawn up and a progress report presented to parliament, and by reviewing all acts of
legislation, including the budget bill, through an SDG lens.

Participants from Denmark, Kenya, Mali, Nigeria, Mexico, Sierra Leone, Togo, and the UK
reported that their parliaments either retooled existing committees or set up new parliamentary
structures such as a caucus, a working group, or a specialized committee to coordinate
legislation and other acts of parliament on the SDGs. Typically, membership in these bodies is
open to all members from all committees. SDG committees tend to be composed of the chairs of
the portfolio committees who can control their committee’s respective work programmes. The
Parliament of Ecuador created a “fiscal unit” to curb tax evasion and raise revenue for the SDGs.
The Parliament of Jordan adopted a plan to review all existing legislation from the standpoint of
the SDGs.

While a coordinated parliamentary response to the SDGs is taking root, there remain many
challenges and gaps to be filled in terms of parliamentary capacities and legal authority to
oversee implementation. In Jordan, for example, parliament has only a limited role in the budget
proposal presented by the government. By contrast, Morocco’s Parliament has strong authority to
review the budget and request amendments but lacks the capacities, in terms of expectations, to
fully perform those functions. Echoing the initial remarks by the IPU SG, a parliamentarian from
Belgium lamented that only a few parliaments were engaged in the voluntary national reviews,
which cast doubt on the claim of inclusiveness made by many governments. An MP from Austria
noted that none of the main panel discussions of the HLPF featured a parliamentarian.
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e Atthe closing of the meeting, Mr. Anti Avsan, MP, President of the IPU Committee on UN Affairs
reminded participants of the important function of his committee, whose spring session each year
functions as a forum to facilitate a regular exchange of best practices and lessons learned in
SDGs implementation. He encouraged all present to work with colleagues on an SDGs motion
based on the IPU model and to consider performing the self-assessment facilitated by the new
IPU toolkit.

Conclusion

The discussion during the HLPF as well as the information IPU collected from parliaments over the
past year show a rising level of awareness of the SDGs in parliaments worldwide. Several parliaments
are retooling and establishing structures and processes to mainstream the SDGs while holding their
respective governments to account.

However, this picture is very uneven both geographically and in terms of the actual capacities of
parliaments to follow suit. The results of parliamentary processes for the SDGs are likely to vary
greatly across countries and will need to be tested further. The universal nature of the SDGs has not
fully been understood by all parliaments, particularly those in developed countries.

Going forward, the IPU and the donor community will need to invest more resources in strengthening
the capacities of parliaments to institutionalize the SDGs. Governments will need to pro-actively
engage parliaments in the voluntary reviews to the HLPF and in the national delegations to the HLPF’s
session proper.



