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In the name of Allah the most merciful
Peace & blessings of Allah be upon Prophet Mohammed

» Mpr. Philippe SCHWAB, President of ASGP,
» Your Excellencies General Secretaries,
> Ladies and Gentlemen,

Greetings!

To begin with, I would like to extend my sincere thanks and appreciation to the
dear friends of the National Assembly of Serbia for hosting the IPU assembly and
providing all the facilities, that is organized in an appropriate manner.
Furthermore, it is my honor and pleasure to be present among you today for the
first time as the Secretary General of the Bahraini Council of Representatives,
after I was honored by a Royal Decree of His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al
Khalifa, the King of the Kingdom, to appoint me in this prestigious position.
Whereas, I ask the almighty Allah to help me in serving the Council of
Representatives and the Kingdom of Bahrain under the prosperous reign and
reform project adopted by His Majesty.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I shall devote my speech to the features of a unique and distinctive experience
carried out by the Council of Representatives of the Kingdom of Bahrain during
the summer period of this year, in order to disseminate and raise awareness of
parliamentary culture, and strengthen community partnership. This comes in
line with the framework of the national plan to promote national belonging,
loyalty, and consolidation of citizenship values. The Council of Representatives,
in cooperation with the Shura Council in the Kingdom of Bahrain, launched a
pioneering program unprecedented in the Gulf, and perhaps in the region, titled
"Parliamentary Culture", under the directives of Her Excellency Mrs. Fawzia bint
Abdulla Zainal, Speaker of the Council of Representatives and His Excellency Mr.
Ali bin Saleh Al Saleh, Speaker of the Shura Council. Whereas, this is considered
to be complementing the programs and projects packages adopted by the General
Secretariats of both chambers in their educational plan, that targets different
categories of the society. Moreover, this constitutes one of the most important
axes of the strategic plans of the General Secretariats of both chambers for the
period from 2018-2022, believing in the importance of raising the level of
awareness and knowledge among citizens with the concepts and foundations
associated with the work of the legislative authority. The program is a pioneering,
ambitious step and a building block in support of the advancement of the
student, youth and voluntary march, and the involvement of various target
groups with the parliamentary and legislative experience in the Kingdom of
Bahrain.

The program is carried out by involving and exposing the participants with the
parliamentary work and the tasks entrusted by the legislative authority, and to



make them consolidate and understand the national duties and responsibilities.
Furthermore, the participants are provided with skills of public debate, through
direct communication with Their Excellency’s, the Members of Parliament.

Brothers and Sisters,

The Parliamentary Culture Program was divided into three stages, the first stage
started on July 29, 2019, and it had targeted young people from the age group of
12-18 years. Whereas, more than 100 students participated for a period of three
days. The second stage started on August 19, 2019 for a period of three days,
targeting the youth category between the ages of 20-35 years. Whereas, about
290 young men and women had participated. The third stage, which began on the
September 2, 2019, and lasted for a period of two days, it had targeted the general
population from the age group of 36 and above. Whereas, 150 citizens
participated. This brings the total number of participants to approximately 550,
an excellent figure compared to the population of the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The program was designed by the participation of specialized experts. Whereas,
the program had presented a rich educational information to the participants
covering the most important topics: the reform project of His Majesty King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, i.e. being taught through the educational curriculum of
the Ministry of Education at different levels of education as a tool for political and
parliamentary education for the students, the National Action Charter, a review
of the constitutional concepts, an explanation of the basic duties of the Council of
Representatives and the Shura Council in the main areas of the two chambers
work in legislation and oversight on the government action plan and the approval
of the state budget. In addition to discussion sessions with Members of
Parliamentary Committees in which they were acquainted with the tasks and
duties of various committees, their composition, membership and mechanisms of
work. Moreover, awareness lectures were conducted by legal advisors and
researchers on the powers of the legislative authority, i.e. two chambers, and the
role they play in updating and developing legislation and laws in the Kingdom of
Bahrain, through the powers and tools defined by the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Bahrain. The program had also reviewed the mechanisms and
procedures of the secretariats of the both chambers, their roles, administrative
and organizational structure, as well as their role in enhancing the performance
of the legislative institution and assisting it in carrying out its constitutional
tasks. The program also included meetings with members of the Shura Council
and the Council of Representatives, a visit to the sitting hall of both chambers.
Wherein, a simulation of the sitting was conducted, during which participants
from different categories learned how to manage the sittings of both chambers.

Ladies and Gentlemen,
In addition, the program was also keen to put forward concepts related to
citizenship, the important role and national responsibility of every citizen in the



process of construction and progress laid by the reform project of His Majesty
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, the King of the country. Moreover, the National
Action Charter that was unanimously agreed upon by the entire people of
Bahrain, it constituted a road map for a comprehensive development process.
Furthermore, the program also aims at enhancing parliamentary work in all its
fields in accordance with national priorities and the reform project of His Majesty
the King, and activating the public participation by citizens in the culture of
parliamentary work within the national plan to promote national belonging,
loyalty and consolidating the values of citizenship. All of the mentioned above is
within the framework of training and awareness programs designed to raise the
level of awareness of the culture of parliamentary work and the duties of the
Council of Representatives and Shura Council for various sectors of society. In
addition to this is the contribution to enhancing the communication and
activating the community partnership, developing cooperation and coordination
with all segments and youth groups, seeking to identify the visions of the
community members, their observations and proposals, and introducing them
closely to the parliamentary work and the tasks assigned to both chambers.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

To sum up, the Parliamentary Culture Program carried out by the Council of
Representatives in cooperation with the Shura Council during the summer period
of this year came within the framework of the efforts of both chambers to prepare
a generation with a parliamentary culture and a deep understanding of the
procedures and mechanisms of constitutional institutions. As well as to enhance
the public participation of the people of Bahrain on parliamentary work. The
program has expressed the intention of both chambers to design community
training programs specifically designed for members of Bahraini society. In
addition to contributing to the enhancement of community engagement and
activation of the popular partnership, with the aim of developing cooperation and
coordination with all segments and groups of young people, youth and the
general public. Furthermore, in seeking to discuss the needs and requirements,
identify the views, observations and proposals, and familiarize the segments
closely with the parliamentary work and the tasks assigned to the Council of
Representatives.

Lastly, as I put the aspects of this unique and distinctive experience witnessed by
the hallways of the Council of Representatives in the Kingdom of Bahrain during
this summer period in your hands, in order to consider how to benefit from them
in your national parliaments. Whereas, I would like to extend my sincere thanks
and appreciation to you for your kind attention and I wish you every success for
the work of this assembly session- Association of Secretaries General of
Parliaments (ASGP).

Peace, mercy and blessings of Allah be upon all of you!



