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Governing Council CL/205/8(a)-P.1
Item 8 10 October 2019

Questions relating to IPU membership
and observer status

(a) Requests for IPU membership and observer status

Associate Membership

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF LA FRANCOPHONIE (APF)

The Executive Committee recommends that the Governing Council respond favourably to
the request for associate membership submitted by the Parliament Assembly of La
Francophonie (APF). The request for associate membership is found in Annex |.

"The Governing Council,

Having examined at its 205" session (Belgrade, 14 October 2019) the request for
Associate Member to the Inter-Parliamentary Union submitted by the Parliamentary
Assembly of La Francophonie (APF),

Noting the opinion of the Executive Committee that the Parliamentary Assembly of
La Francophonie fulfils the conditions laid down in Article 3.5 of the Statutes for Associate
membership to the IPU,

Decides to admit the Parliamentary Assembly of La Francophonie as an Associate
Member of the IPU",

#IPU141
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. Observer status

Ehe Executive Committee recommends that the Governing Council respond favourably to the two
requests for Observer status submitted by:

- The MERCOSUR Parliament (PARLASUR);
- The International Parliament for Tolerance and Peace (IPTP).

The requests for Permanent Observer status are found in Annexes Il and 1.
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ANNEX |

Questions relating to IPU membership and the
situation of certain parliaments

(a) Requests for IPU membership and observer status

Associate Membership

PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY OF LA FRANCOPHONIE (APF)

According to Article 3.5 of the IPU Statutes, international parliamentary assemblies established under
international law by States which are represented in the IPU-may, upon.their request and after
consultation with the relevant Members of the IPU, be admitted by the Governing Council as Associate
Members.

The Executive Committee will find in annex a request for associate membership submitted by the
Parliamentary Assembly of La Francophonie (APF) — currently an IPU observer — as well as a brief
background note on the APF. .
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ANNEX |
Original: French

COMMUNICATION ADDRESSED TO THE IPU SECRETARY GENERAL BY THE
APF SECRETARY GENERAL

Paris, 3 June 2019

Dear Mr. Secretary General,

As | indicated in my invitation letter of 13 May, the 45" Annual Session of the Parliamentary Assembly
of La Francophonie (APF), which will take place from 5 to 9 July 2019 in Abidjan, will be an opportunity
to present the prospects and plans for cooperation between our two institutions.

After consulting our committees, in particular the Political Committee, which met in Djibouti in March,
we would hereby like to confirm our wish to move from having observer status to being an associate

member. We feel that the convergence between our visions and action can only be positive for the
development of our cooperation. :

We hope that this request will be accepted at the next IPU Assembly and that a similar initiative,
bringing the IPU into the APF, will be considered.

By way of information, | am enclosing the APF membership procedures and invite you to let us know
the IPU’s position on this subject. Your contact person at the APF Secretariat is Ms. Mireille Eza
- (meza@apf-fr.org) for any further information. '

| hope to see you again at one of our future meetings.

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Jacques KRABAL
Secretary General of the Parliamentary
Assembly of La Francophonie
Member of the Parliament of the French Republic
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ANNEX |

BACKGROUND NOTE ON THE APF

The APF is the parliamentary arm of the International Organisation of La Francophonie (IOF) and has
been an IPU observer and a strong partner of the IPU since 1970. It represents one of the largest
linguistic zones in the world, whose members share the humanist values promoted by the French
language. '

Established in 1970, the IOF embodies the solidarity between its 88 member States and governments
(61 members and 27 observers), which together represent over one third of the United Nations
Member States and account for a population of over 900 million people, including 300 million French
speakers. Its actions respect cultural and linguistic diversity and serve to promote the French
language, peace and sustainable development. The |IOF has concluded cooperation agreements with
international and regional organizations and has established permanent dialogue between the major
international linguistic zones (English, Portuguese, Spanish and Arabic-speaking).

The IOF has its head office in Paris as well as four permanent representations in Addis Ababa (at the
African Union and at the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa), in Brussels (at the
European Union), in New York and in Geneva (at the UN). It has three regional offices (West Africa;
Central Africa and Indian Ocean; Asia-Pacific) located respectively in Lomé (Togo), Libreville (Gabon)
and Hanoi (Viet Nam), and two regional branches in Bucharest (Romania) and Port-au-Prince (Haiti).

The APF is defined as a consultative body by the Charter of La Francophonie. It was founded as the
International Association of French-speaking Parliamentarians (Association internationale des
parlementaires de langue frangaise — AIPL) in 1967, and was transformed into a parliamentary
institution in 1989. It now has 55 member sections, 15 associate sections and 18 observers (see
below). The APF's main aim is to represent its peoples and to influence the governmental decision-
making process of La Francophonie through its parliamentary opinions and recommendations. It also
aims to promote democracy, the rule of law and human rights within the francophone area, empower
parliamentarians and enhance inter-parliamentary cooperation. Its headquarters is in Paris. Four
standing committees steer the APF’s substantive work: (1) the Committee on Political Affairs; (2) the
Committee on Education, Communication and Cultural Affairs; (3) the Committee on Parliamentary
Affairs; and (4) the Committee on Cooperation and Development.

The APF has also established two main parliamentary networks: the network of women
parliamentarians and the network on the fight against HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and malaria.

The APF promotes seminars to exchange information as well as technical assistance and capacity-
building programmes.

* Kk k k%

COMPOSITION OF THE APF

55 member sections:

Member sections are formed by parliaments or by states or communities within parliaments where
French is the official language, the language of administration or the commonly used language.

Aosta Valley, Armenia, Belgium (French Community), Benin, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde,
Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, Céte d’lvoire,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, France, French Polynesia,
Gabon, Greece, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Haiti, Jersey, Jura, Lao People's Democratic Republic,
Lebanon, Luxembourg, Madagascar, Mali, Manitoba, Mauritania, Mauritius, Monaco, Morocco, New
Brunswick, New Caledonia, Niger, Nova Scotia, Ontario, Quebec, Romania, Rwanda, Senegal,
Seychelles, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic (suspended), Togo, Tunisia, Vanuatu, Vaud (Canton
of), Viet Nam.
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15 associate sections:

Associate sections are formed by parliaments or by states or communities within parliaments which
use the French language, especially in international meetings, and which encourage the use, teaching
and dissemination of the French language.

Albania, Alberta, Andorra, Bulgaria, British Columbia, Geneva (Canton of), Hungary, Lithuania,
Moldova, North Macedonia, Poland, Prince Edward Island, Saskatchewan, Serbia, Valais (Canton of).

18 observers: -

Benelux Parliament, Bosnia and-Herzegovina, Catalonia, CEMAC (Parliament of), Croatia, Czech
Republic, ECOWAS (Parliament), European Parliament Forum of Francophones, Georgia, Kosovo,
Latvia, Louisiana, Maine, Mexico, New Hampshire, Pan-African Parliament, Parliamentary
Confederation of the Americas (COPA), West African Economic and Monetary Union (UEMOA).
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Questions relating to IPU membership and the
situation of certain parliaments

(a)  Requests for IPU membership and observer status

Observer status

MERCOSUR PARLIAMENT (PARLASUR)

The members of the Executive Committee will find annexed a copy of the request for observer status
submitted by the MERCOSUR Parliament (PARLASUR), as well as a brief background note.
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COMMUNICATION ADDRESSED TO THE IPU PRESIDENT
BY THE PRESIDENT OF PARLASUR

Montevideo, 4 April 2019

Dear Madam President,

Thank you for your invitation to take part in the 140" |PU Assembly and related meetings organized
from 6 to 10 April this year in Doha, Qatar.

As you know, the MERCOSUR Parliament was founded on 14 December 2006 and represents the
interests of citizens from Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, Uruguay, Venezuela and Bolivia (affiliation
pending). As spokesperson for the citizens of the countries of its Member Parliaments, the
MERCOSUR Parliament is an independent, autonomous body within the institutional structure of
MERCOSUR. In that regard, we consider the relations that we maintain with other parliamentary
institutions and bodies to be essential.

With its 178 permanent Members and 12 observers, including several regional parliaments, the
Inter-Parliamentary Union is a beacon, an indispensable reference point for parliaments throughout
the world and, without doubt, a benchmark institution for political dialogue that aims to promote
democracy, peace and human rights. Its significant work to shape what has now become international
arbitration law has made an essential contribution to international law and to peace.

Our parliament and the institution over which you preside have shared objectives, interests and work
agendas that aim to promote contact and coordinate and exchange experiences between parliaments
and parliamentarians from across the world; to cornitribute to the defence and promotion of human
rights whose scope is universal and respect for which is an essential element of parliamentary
democracy and of development; and to contribute to a greater understanding of how representative
institutions function and to strengthen and develop the tools at their disposal for action. We have a
shared focus of work with the IPU, particularly with regard to promoting and protecting human rights,
gender equality in politics and implementing the development of good governance agendas.

As aresult, and in accordance with the spirit of our organization, the MERCOSUR Parliament agrees
on the need to advocate, within IPU structures, for inter-parliamentary cooperation in the context of an
inter-dependent and globalized world in which dialogue constitutes one of the fundamental pillars of
development and peace for the people whom we represent. It is beyond doubt that it would be an
honour for our organization to become an observer at such a distinguished institution which, over its
more than 120-year lifetime, has carved out its place in the decision-making process of the United
Nations system, contributed to the creation of today’s United Nations and the League of Nations after
the First World War, and had the privilege of having among its leaders several winners of the Nobel
Peace Prize, who were rewarded for their contribution to promoting peace.

In view of the above, our Executive Board decided at its last meeting to apply for observer status with
the Inter-Parliamentary Union so as to engage in dialogue and joint work. We are convinced that,
under your presidency, we will be able to move forward with strengthening the process of integration
and the search for sustainable development for our peoples.

Unfortunately, we have not been able to come to the 140" IPU Assembly, but we hope to be able to
take part in the next Assembly in the second half of the year with a high-quality delegation.

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Daniel CAGGIANI
President
PARLASUR
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BACKGROUND NOTE ON THE MERCOSUR PARLIAMENT (PARLASUR)

PARLASUR is an independent and autonomous body within the institutional structure of the Southern
Common Market (MERCOSUR), a trade bloc and regional integration process established by
Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay. (The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela subsequently joined
but is now suspended, and the Plurinational State of Bolivia is in the process of accession. ) ltwas
founded on 14 December 2006 with the aim of guaranteeing the participation of civil society actors in
the integration process, defending democracy, freedom and peace, and promoting harmonization of
national laws.

PARLASUR's members are elected by the citizens of their respective countries through direct,
universal and secret suffrage. According to its Constitutive Protocol, the main purposes of PARLASUR
are to:

1 Represent the people of MERCOSUR while respecting their ideological and political plurality.

2. Ensure the promotlon and protection of democracy, freedom and peace.

3 Promote the regions’ sustainable development with social justice and respect for the cultural
diversity of its peoples.

4. Ensure the participation of civil society actors in the integration process.

5 Stimulate the development of collective awareness of citizen and community values for
integration.

6. Help consolidate Latin American integration through the deepen:ng and expansion of
MERCOSUR.

PARLASUR is financed by contributions from the States Parties, depending on. their gross domestic
product and national budget. Its bodies are the Plenary Assembly, the Board of Directors and the
Permanent Secretariat.

A Democracy Observatory and the following 10 standing committees complete the make- -up of
PARLASUR;

. Economic, Financial, Commercial, Fiscal and Monetary Affairs

o Legal and Institutional Affairs

. Education, Culture, Science, Technology and Sports

. Budget and Internal Affairs

. Domestic Affairs, Security and Defence

. Citizenship and Human Rights

. Infrastructure, Transport, Energy Resources, Agriculture, Livestock and Fisheries

° Labour, Employment Policies, Social Security and Social Economy

- International, Interregional and Strategic Planning Affairs

. Sustainable Regional Development, Territorial Planning, Housing, Health, Environment and

Tourism.
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Questions relating to IPU membership and the
situation of certain parliaments

(a) Requests for IPU membership and observer status

Observer status

INTERNATIONAL PARLIAMENT FOR TOLERANCE AND PEACE (IPTP)

The members of the Executive Committee will find in Annex a copy of the request for observer status

submitted by the International Parliament for Tolerance and Peace, an initiative of the Global Council
for Tolerance and Peace. : :
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COMMUNICATION ADDRESSED TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION
BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE GLOBAL COUNCIL FOR TOLERANCE AND PEACE

Madliena, 3 April 2019
Ref: 1T112-8/2019

Dear Madam President,

Subject: Request of the International Parliament of Tolerance and Peace, an initiative by the
Global Council for Tolerance and Peace, to join the Inter-Parliamentary Union.

My fellow colleague, we are all confronted by the present world situation which is disturbed by
prevalent terrorism and extremism caused by racial, religious and ethnic discrimination leading to
intolerance, injustice and loss of the dignity of human life on planet Earth. This has given rise to hatred
and instilled destructive ideas especially in the minds of the youth who are the future of the world.

In order to disseminate the culture of peace and tolerance especially among the youth we have
established the Global Council for Tolerance and Peace (GCTP). Its aim is to inculcate and spread
humanistic values of compassion, respect for life, acceptance and tolerance as a way to peace. We
endeavour to do this through preventive diplomacy efforts, supporting youth initiatives and
collaborations with the governments, schools and universities at both public and private levels,
research centres, thought leaders and media. We plan to recognize the peace efforts of individuals
and organizations by instituting annual international awards. The GCTP has signed a memorandum
with the United Nations Population Fund and a convention on diplomatic immunities and privileges
with the State of Malta (EU Member), where the headquarters of the Council is located.

The GCTP has also established, among its main organs, the International Parliament for Tolerance
and Peace (IPTP) which embodies one of the most specialized parliaments of the world dedicated to
promoting peace around the world. The IPTP is in line with the Inter-Parliamentary Union and includes
representatives from international parliaments from across the world. The diplomatic immunities and
privileges convention signed with Malta will enable the members of the IPTP to acquire diplomatic
immunity and enable them to exercise their duties with independence and impartiality. At its-Second
session held in November 2018 in Albania, IPTP membership reached over 50 parliamentarians from
50 different countries around the world.

| take this opportunity to present-to you an official request of the International Parliament for Tolerance
and Peace to join the Inter-Parliamentary Union. We are sure that our accession and collaboration will
support the Inter-Parliamentary Union's efforts towards tolerance and peace.

We look forward to receiving your positive response which can be forwarded to the Global Council for
Tolerance and Peace General Secretariat e-mail: secretary-general@gctpnews.orq.

Yours sincerely,

‘(signed) Ahmed Bin Mohamed ALJARWAN
President of the Global Council
for Tolerance and Peace
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LETTER ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE INTER-PARLIAMENTARY
UNION BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE GLOBAL COUNCIL FOR TOLERANGE AND PEACE

Malta, 27 August 2019
Ref: F209/2019

Dear Mr. Secretary General,

I would like to extend to you our warmest greetings and sincere wishes for good health and continued
success.

I would like to thank you for your letter and your interest in the Global Council for Tolerance and
Peace. Indeed, our mutual collaboration with the Inter-Parliamentary Union may be extremely
rewarding and valuable for both organizations since we share common goals of promoting the values
of tolerance and peace within the global community.

Please find below more elaborate information in regards to your request for additional information on
the GCTP and the International Parliament for Tolerance and Peace.

The Global Council for Tolerance and Peace (GCTP) is an international organization founded on _
2 November 2017 in Malta following the signing of the Agreement on the Status of the GCTP in Malta.
The core mandate of the GCTP s to promote the values of tolerance and the culture of peace while
fighting against discrimination, racial and religious sectarianism, and extremism of any kind. Our aim is
to instil and strengthen the humanistic values of compassion; respect for life, acceptance of diversity,
and tolerance as the essential foundation for peace. Its fulfilment is pursued through proactive,
preventive diplomacy, support for participatory youth initiatives, and collaboration with governmental
and educational institutions, thought leaders, social activists, and media. We shall recognize the peace
efforts of individuals and organizations by instituting annual international awards.

The Global Council for Tolerance and Peace and all its organs are financed from four sources:
membership contributions (optional), grants, sponsorships and the return on assets owned by the
Council. Therefore, headquartering the IPTP General Secretariat will not obligate any host country or
partner organization with financial commitments, : '

The GCTP has established among its principal organs, the International Parliament for Tolerance and
Peace (IPTP), by signing its declaration on 6 July 2018 in Malta. The IPTP embodies one of the most
specialized parliaments in the world, dedicated exclusively to promoting tolerance and global peace. It
includes representatives from over 65 national parliaments around the globe, with continuous efforts to
increase this number and expand the reach and impact of the organization.

The IPTP has held three successful sessions since its launch. The first session of the IPTP was -
co-hosted by the Maltese Parliament in Valletta, attended by the President of its Parliament and
Minister of Foreign Affairs, as well as presidents and representatives of national and international
parliaments and other international organizations. The second session was held in November 2018 in
Tirana, Albania, in the main chamber of the Albanian Parliament, and featured an address by the
President of the Republic. The third session held in June 2019 was co-hosted by the Parliament of
Argentina and was attended by the President of the Argentine Parliament. This session was also
attended by representatives of the Church and Christian, Islamic and Jewish communities officially
recognized in Argentina. You will find the copies of the statutes and rules of the IPTP attached to this
letter. :

World affairs are too frequently marred by terrorism and extremism caused by racial, religious, and
ethnic division, leading to discrimination, injustice, and disrespect for the dignity of all human life,
which feeds further extremism. This negative spiral rightfully causes concern about the state of the
planet we inherited, and even more so about the prospects of the planet that we borrow from future
generations.
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Only a global coalition of governments, international organizations, civil society organizations, media,
thought leaders, and activists working together can raise the alert and call for immediate action to
build and nurture inclusive and tolerant societies. We, the parliamentarians, scholars, and youth from
the Global Council for Tolerance and Peace, have established the means and instruments for a global

coalition. However, we fundamentally depend on the support and engagement of each and every
local, national, and international entity.

| sincerely hope that the provided information is sufficient to present you an enhanced understanding
of the work of the GCTP and the role of the IPTP. If you require any further information or assistance,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours sincerely,

(signed) Ahmed Bin Mohamed ALJARWAN
President of the Global Council
for Tolerance and Peace



