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Strengthening the work of the IPU

(a)  Proposed changes to the mandate and functioning of
the Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade

Proposed changes to the mandate and functioning of the Sténding Committee on
Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade

In its meeting at the 140t |PU Assembly, the Executive Committee discussed how the
IPU could increase its engagement on economic issues based on the paper Proposal for
the constitution of an IPU Advisory Group on the Economy: Rationale, composition, and
methods of work (EX/281/12-P.1). The Executive Committee decided to look into
restructuring the Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade
so as to focus more clearly on economic matters. It asked the Secretariat to prepare a
note proposing changes to the Standing Committee’s mandate and functioning.

There is an expected timeline for implementing the proposed changes under each
subheading.

Name of the Standing Committee

The Executive Committee decided to look into changing the name of the Standing
Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade so as to enable it to engage
more directly and accept subject items on economic matters. One new name proposed in
the Executive Committee was Standing Committee on Sustainable Development,
Economic Affairs and Trade.

The IPU’s existing trade-related body — the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO and
its Steering Committee ~ is well positioned to cover trade issues that the IPU engages in.

Economic policy is one of three prongs that, when integrated with social and
environmental policy, constitutes sustainable development. If "sustainable development”
and "economic affairs" were two separate elements of the Committee’s title, it may
suggest that the IPU does not recognize the role that economic policy, at various levels
and broadly conceived, should play in sustainable development. Option one would
therefore be to rename the Committee Standing Committee on Sustainable Development,
on the basis that this covers economic, social and environmental issues.
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There is a tendency in common parlance and some policy circles to think reductively of sustainable
development as synonymous with environmental policies alone. Option 2 would avoid these false
dichotomies by spelling out the three prongs of sustainable development: Standing Committee for
Economic, Social and Environmental Affairs.

Timeline: Relevant changes to IPU documents and communications material could be made
immediately after the Committee’s name had officially changed.

Bureau membership

The Bureau is composed of 18 members — 3 per geopolitical group. Rule 7.2 of the Rules of the
Standing Committees reads: "Candidatures for a Bureau shall be submitted by the respective
geopolitical group (cf. Statutes, Art. 27.2) and should have expertise and specialization as far as
possible in the area of work of the given Standing Committee." The geopolitical groups are further
asked to "designate to each Bureau not more than two candidates of the same sex" (Rule 7.1).

- The Executive Committee wished to see a more specialized Bureau where members had expertise
in economic issues and sustainable development. It is therefore proposed that, in future, the
vacancies document prepared before each Assembly should give the following guidelines to the
geopolitical groups for the selection of Bureau members:

"Candidates for the position of Bureau member are expected to be parliamentarians with attested
experience and a deep commitment to the issues of sustainable development and economy, with a
willingness to devote time and energy to the role, and with the support of his/her parliament. A
working knowledge of one of the official languages of the IPU and a certain national and
international prominence would also be important assets. Candidates will have an opportunity to
present themselves to the Committee before the election takes place."

Timeline: The mandate of Bureau members is two years (renewable). The guidelines would apply
gradually as posts become vacant. It is expected that all members of the Bureau would have been
selected under these guidelines by April 2023.

Bureau activities

The Bureau meets at each IPU Assembly. Rule 7.3 of the Rules of the Standing Committees
requires the nominating parliaments to support the participation of Bureau members in these
meetings: "Elected members of the Bureau shall be supported by their respective Parliament in
carrying out their function as members of the Bureau. Every effort shall be made to ensure their
participation in IPU Assemblies for the duration of their mandate as members of the Bureau."

The IPU normally holds parliamentary meetings at two global events that deal with issues under
the purview of the Committee: the high-level political forum on sustainable development, organized
by the United Nations and held every summer in New York; and the World Investment Forum,
organized by the UN Conference on Trade and Development and held every two years in different
locations. These meetings are designed to give parliamentarians an opportunity to exchange
experiences and get acquainted with the latest developments in implementing the Sustainable
Development Goals, and in investment and economic affairs. Participation of Bureau members in
these events as part of the national delegation will be encouraged and promoted.

Timeline: The next high-level political forum will be in July 2020 with the next World Investment
Forum scheduled for the second half of 2020.



