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Governing Council CL/205/14(c)-R.1
Item 14 16 October 2019

Activities of committees and other bodies

(c) Committee on Middle East Questions

The Committee held two sittings, on 15 and 16 October 2019. The Committee’s
President, Ms. S. Ataullahjan (Canada); Mr. H. Julien-Laferriére (France);

Ms. A.P. Boateng (Ghana); Mr. A. Al-Ahmad (Palestine); Mr. A.A. Jama (Somalia); and
Mr. M. Al Mehrzi (United Arab Emirates) attended both sittings. A delegate from Lesotho
represented Ms. M. Mokitimi (Lesotho) in the sitting on 16 October.

Although the quorum had not been met during the sittings of the Committee, the
members agreed to carry on the discussions, knowing that none of the decisions would
be binding.

The Committee examined the current situation in the region, particularly in Israel and
Palestine, Libya, Syria, and Yemen. Members were informed about the dissolution of the
Knesset and the recent legislative elections that had taken place on 17 September, just
six months after the previous legislative elections, which were held in April 2019,
following the dissolution of the Knesset in December 2018. During the election campaign,
Prime Minister Netanyahu had vowed to annex part of the Jordan Valley and northern
Dead Sea if he returned to office, as well as all Israeli settlements in the occupied West
Bank. The Committee emphasized that such actions could create great instability in the
region and put an end to the two-State solution, and peace in general. Furthermore, the
Palestinian delegate informed the Committee members that legislative elections would be
taking place soon. He invited the IPU, and any other interested parties to participate in
these elections as observers. He then called on the international community to respect
international law with regards to the Israeli-Palestinian situation as a whole, in particular
during these elections.

Additionally, the members heard a presentation from the Yemeni delegation attending the
1415t 1PU Assembly, led by Mr. S. Al Barkani. The Committee members recognized that
there was only one Parliament in Yemen, working in line with the constitution of the
country. They applauded the initiative of Mr. S. Al Barkani to benefit from the IPU as a
platform for dialogue, to organize a meeting with parliamentarians from Sana’a in
Geneva. Mr. S. Al Barkani reassured the Committee that he and his colleagues stood
ready to contribute to making that meeting happen in any way possible, including
financially. They further requested technical support from the IPU in order to enhance the
work of the Parliament and through it, alleviate the suffering of the Yemeni people. The
Committee welcomed the request and stressed that its main focus remained the
humanitarian situation in the country,
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Regarding Libya, the Committee also heard a presentation from the head of the delegation,

Mr. F. Salim. He gave an overview of the situation on the ground, and responding to questions from
the members, expounded on the fact that the country was currently deeply divided but that the
House of Representatives of Libya was doing its best to hold parliamentary sessions,
Unfortunately, due to security reasons it had been very difficult to hold sessions in the country but
an initiative to hold a parliamentary session in Egypt was underway. Some 100 parliamentarians
were expected to attend this session.

The Committee was saddened about the recent developments in Syria and enquired about the
status of the IPU Working Group on Syria. As the work of the group had been stalled for quite
some time, the members discussed the possibility of undertaking a mission to Syria in order to gain
a better understanding of the situation on the ground.

While recognizing the security limitations, the members of the Committee encouraged the Libyan
and the Yemeni delegations to make every effort to attend IPU events and activities with plural
delegations. Overall, the members welcomed the opportunity to discuss the situations in Libya,
Syria and Yemen at length. Nevertheless, they regretted that Israel could not attend this meeting
as the Israeli-Palestinian conflict remained at the heart of the issues in the Middle East and had a
strong impact on issues throughout the region.

In reviewing the mandate of the Committee on Middle East Questions within the [PU Strategy, the
Committee members concurred that while the United Nations Security Council had a legal mandate
for its decisions, the Committee had a moral responsibility for the situations in the Middle East. In
this regard, parliamentarians, in particular the members of the Committee, should push for dialogue
and trust building so that peace could prevail.

With regards to the round table, it was agreed that the IPU Secretariat would prepare a concept
note with several suggested themes and objectives, in addition to discussions about the role and
the mandate of the Committee. The Committee members would then share their feedback
electronically. The members further wished to see the Science for Peace Schools implemented in
the coming months as they had been informed that funding was being secured for the first Schools.
Fundraising for the following Schools was still underway.,

Lastly, the Committee members remained eager to undertake a visit to the region and hoped that it
could take place soon after the convening of the 218! Knesset. Both Israel' and Palestine welcomed
such a mission.

' Information shared in a written communication.



