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Activities of committees and other bodies

(d) Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law
Chair: Ms. A Vadai (Hungary)

1 The Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law
(IHL Committee) met on Monday, 14 October 2019. Representatives of the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) and the Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) also attended.

Cooperation with the ICRC

2. The year 2019 marks the 70" anniversary of the four Geneva Conventions
of 1949. The IHL Committee discussed preparations for its open debate at the
1413t Assembly, which would focus on the Geneva Conventions, with a special
emphasis on gender-based violence and missing persons. The Committee also
welcomed the IPU’s display of the ICRC exhibit Women in War. :

3 The IHL Committee also discussed cooperation with the ICRC and
strategies to enhance the contribution of parliaments to implementation of
international humanitarian law (IHL). To bolster engagement, it recommended that
Members:

- Disseminate in their respective parliaments the IPU-ICRC handbook for
parliamentarians on international humanitarian law produced in 2016.

- Support the translation of the handbook into national languages. The
handbook exists in Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Spanish and Russian.
The Committee recommends that financial support be provided to the ICRC
for the production of new language versions, to ensure the document is
translated properly.

- Organize a launch event or debate on the issue in their parliament.

- Reach out to ICRC representatives in their respective countries for support,
information and engagement.

- Review their national legislation to assess its conformity with IHL.

4. The IHL Committee also recommended that the IPU and the ICRC consider
organizing regional workshops or training on parliamentary committees dealing
with IHL, which would explore the interaction between parliaments and national -
humanitarian law committees. It furthermore recommended that parliamentary best
practices be shared so as to encourage action by parliaments in this area.

Follow-up to the emergency item resolution adopted at the 137" IPU
Assembly

5 The emergency item resolution, Ending the grave human crisis, persecution
and violent attacks on the Rohingya as a threat to international peace and security
and ensuring their unconditional and safe return to their homeland in Myanmar,
adopted at the 137" IPU Assembly in St. Petersburg, called on the IHL Committee
"to explore appropriate and practical measures to be undertaken by the global
parliamentary community to address the situation of the Rohingya people and
provide a peaceful and sustainable solution to the crisis".
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6. The Committee discussed follow-up to the resolution. It received a briefing from UNHCR on
recent developments regarding refugees in Bangladesh and the situation in Myanmar. To address the
sensitive context, including the root causes of the crisis, it recommends adopting a practical approach
and engaging with the Parliament to organize a workshop in Myanmar on the role of Parliament and
peacebuilding. The Committee looks forward to constructive engagement with the Parliament.

Cooperation with UNHCR

7. The Committee welcomed the ongoing, close cooperation with UNHCR. The IPU President and
the President of the IHL Committee had attended the UNHCR Executive Committee in Geneva, where
they had raised the importance of parliamentary engagement.

8. The Committee also welcomed the holding of the regional conference on refugees for African
Parliaments, organized by the IPU with UNHCR support, and hosted by the Pan-African Parliament.
The Conference is due to take place from 11 to 13 November in Midrand, South Africa. The
Committee encourages strong participation by the parliaments of the region in this important event.

9. The Committee further discussed current refugee-related crises and where the Committee’s
engagement could contribute meaningfully to overall efforts. Three countries were discussed, as a
result of exchanges between the IPU President and the UNHCR High Commissioner: Yemen, Syria
and South Sudan. The Committee acknowledged the importance of monitoring and closely following
developments in the three countries, focusing on the humanitarian perspective, as per its mandate. At
the same time, the Committee recommended organizing on-site missions to the respective countries,
possibly starting with South Sudan.

10.  The Committee then went on to discuss the Global Refugee Forum, which will be held in mid
December 2019 in Geneva. To support follow-up to and work on the Global Compact on Refugees,
the Committee recommended that the IPU put forward a pledge reflecting ongoing and planned work.
The pledge focuses on raising MPs’ awareness and providing them with technical support.

The proposed text reads as follows:
The Inter-Parliamentary Union pledges to:

- raise parliaments’ awareness, at each IPU Assembly, of progress and challenges in
developing comprehensive refugee responses

- engage with MPs, and in particular young parliamentarians and women parliamentarians,
and support them in taking action in support of refugees and host countries

- collect, with UNHCR, good parliamentary practices and disseminate them among the
parliamentary community

- organize, with UNHCR, training and capacity-building initiatives for MPs in legisiative work in
complement to national pledges.

11. The Committee discussed progress on the UNHCR #IBelong campaign on statelessness. It
welcomed the recent initiative taken by Iran to allow for the passing of nationality from mother to child,
which will contribute to preventing statelessness. It encouraged other countries that have gender-
based discrimination in nationality laws to open a debate on the matter. The Committee recommended
that the IPU put forward a pledge reflecting ongoing and planned work. The pledge focuses on raising
MPs' awareness and providing them with technical support.

The Inter-Parliamentary Union pledges to:

- raise political awareness of parliaments of. monitor progress on and draw attention to
legisiative and other reforms to address statelessness at each |PU Assembly

- engage young parliamentarians and women parliamentarians in efforts to address
statelessness, in particular in addressing gender-based discrimination in nationality laws

- provide support to parliaments involved in reforming nationality laws to prevent statelessness
and addressing discrimination in law.

Committee membership

12, The Committee noted that one of its members had been absent for two consecutive sessions
without justification. In accordance with the Rules, this member will be notified that her seat will now
be declared vacant. Elections will be held at the next Assembly.



