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Activities of committees and other bodies

(h) Forum of Young Parliamentarians of the IPU
Rapporteur: Mr. M. Bouva (Suriname)

The Forum of Young Parliamentarians met on Monday, 14 October. A total of
85 young parliamentarians attended, 38 per cent of whom were women. The
meeting was presided over by the President of the Forum, Mr. M. Bouva
(Suriname).

The meeting began with introductory comments from the IPU President and
Secretary General, who stated that youth were not the future of the IPU, but the
present. Recognizing the success of the IPU youth movement since its inception
and following the 2010 IPU Resolution on Youth participation in the democratic
process, they called for efforts to be ramped up to enhance youth power in view of
the resolution’s 10" anniversary in 2020.

The young parliamentarians took stock of youth participation at the 141! Assembly,
noting that 20.4 per cent of those registered to attend the Assembly were young
MPs. Although that was slightly higher than last Assembly's proportion, more
young men and women MPs were needed in all delegations to reach the minimum
target of 25 per cent of young delegates at IPU Assemblies. The Forum elected
Ms. R. Nikhil Khadse (India) as new Board member.

Reporting country updates, young MPs took stock of positive measures being
taken around the world to enhance youth participation. That included the creation
of new caucuses of young parliamentarians in a number of parliaments, lowering
the ages to vote and to run for office, the introduction of legal provisions to cap
financing of electoral campaigns, and levelling the playing field for youth in some
countries.

The participants discussed from a youth perspective the theme of the General
Debate of the 1415 Assembly on strengthening international law. They called for
greater youth responsiveness in efforts to uphold international law and human
rights. They also discussed universal health coverage in view of the resolution
under consideration at the 1415t Assembly. They shared experiences on how to
address health issues relevant to youth in the pursuit of universal health coverage.
In preparation for the 142m Assembly, the Forum appointed Mr. O. Al-Tabtabaee
(Kuwait) and Ms. M. Tiendrébéogo (Burkina Faso) to prepare youth overview
reports on the themes of the future draft resolutions, respectively on Parliamentary
strategies to strengthen peace and security against threats and conflicts resulting
from climate-related disasters and their consequences and Mainstreaming
digitalization and the circular economy to achieve the SDGs, particularly
responsible consumption and production.
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Taking stock of recent IPU youth empowerment activities, the young parliamentarians commended the
new training hubs and the mentorship café which took place during the Sixth Global Conference of
Young Parliamentarians in Paraguay last September and called for these to continue at global and
national levels. Looking ahead, they welcomed the news that the next IPU Conference of Young
Parliamentarians would take place in Georgia in the late Spring of 2020.

The Forum held a special session on what made good youth policies. Emphasis was laid on the
importance of genuine youth participation at all stages of the policy cycle, including in design,
implementation, and monitoring and evaluation.

The Board of the Forum met on 14 October and its members discussed future plans. They agreed to
focus the theme of the Seventh Global Conference of Young Parliamentarians on sharing experiences
on youth policies. They also agreed to take the opportunity of the conference to mark Beijing +25 and
explore the best means for the young generation of parliamentarians to contribute to advancing
gender equality and empowerment of young women. Furthermore, they would discuss planning to
support parliaments in reaching the youth participation targets recently adopted by the Forum. They
explored ways to better use social media networks to network more broadly among young MPs and
youth.



