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Activities of committees and other bodies

(i) H|gh -Level Advisory Group on Countering Terrorism
and Violent Extremism (HLAG)

The High-Level Advisory Group on Countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism
(HLAG) met on Sunday, 13 October, for the first time in its new composition.

Mr. R. Lopatka (Austria), Mr. F. Chen (China), Mr. A. Abdel-Aal (Egypt),

Mr. F. Merino (El Salvador), Mr. R. del Picchia (France), Mr. K. Jalali (Islamic
Republic of Iran), Mr. G. Migliore (ltaly), Ms. J. Oduol (Kenya), Ms. M. Mensah-
Williams (Namibia), Ms. S. Marri (Pakistan), Ms. M. Kiener-Nellen (Switzerland),
and Ms. A. Algubaisi (United Arab Emirates) attended the meeting. Ms. A. Husin
(Malaysia), Mr. O. Tinni (Niger), and Ms. |. Passada (Uruguay) were represented
by members of their national delegations. The Bureau of Women Parliamentarians,
ex officio member of the Group was also present,

Mr. R. Lopatka (Austria) and Ms. J. Oduol (Kenya) were elected by consensus as
Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, respectively.

The IPU Secretary General and the Group Chairperson delivered opening remarks,
underlining the important work of the HLAG given that terrorism was one of the
major challenges facing the world today. Parliaments had a crucial role to play in
the prevention of terrorism and violent extremism by transposing international
resolutions into national law, that is developing related legislation, and adopting the
necessary budgets to implement national and regional strategies and plans of
action.

Introducing the item on the trilateral agreement between the IPU, the UN Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC) and the UN Office of Counter-Terrorism (UNOCT), the
Chairperson lauded the signing of the agreement as a first. The members further
welcomed the membership of the IPU in the UN Global Counter-Terrorism
Coordination Compact and the recognition of the IPU-UN Joint Programme by the
UN Security Council Counter-Terrorism Committee Executive Directorate (CTED).

#PU141



P CL/205/14(i)-R.1

The delegates of host parliaments presented reports on the IPU-UN Regional Conferences that had
taken place in their respective countries. The Speaker of the House of Representatives of Egypt,
which had held the first IPU-UN Regional Conference for the countries of the MENA region in
February 2019, indicated that the Egyptian Parliament had been encouraged by the Conference to set
up a special parliamentary commission on counter-terrorism, the prevention of violent extremism and
hate speech. The HLAG very much welcomed this positive outcome and recommended that all
parliaments follow in their footsteps. The National Assembly of Niger had hosted the second

IPU-UN Regional Conference for the countries of the Sahel region in June 2019. The participants had
also been inspired to create a regional parliamentary network, which complemented the parliamentary
committee on counter-terrorism that they had created earlier in the year within the structure of the

G5 Sahel. That committee mainly focused on development and assistance to victims. Lastly, the
House of Representatives of Malaysia had hosted the latest IPU-UN Regional Conference for the
Asia-Pacific region in October 2019. The conference had been a crucial opportunity for the countries
in the region to discuss challenges and exchange experiences and good practices, in particular in
terms of border security management.

Furthermore, the Group heard an update on the financial situation of the IPU-UN Joint Programme.
Mr. M. Miedico, Special Adviser to the UNOCT Under-Secretary-General, was pleased to report that,
as requested by the HLAG members, the United Nations, his office in particular, was contributing to
more than 50 per cent of the total budget of the Programme. Indeed, the UNOCT had allocated

USD 2.1 million for the first two years of the Programme, renewable. The Group applauded this strong
commitment from the United Nations and the Chairperson invited all IPU Members to help the IPU
fulfil its financial commitment by making contributions. In this regard, the parliaments of Bangladesh,
Benin, China, and the United Arab Emirates were recognized for their in-kind and/or cash
contributions to the Programme.

Lastly, the members of the Group were presented with a roadmap of future activities.

Ambassador M. Omar, Senior Adviser to the IPU Secretary General, and Mr. M. Miedico, Special
Adviser to the UNOCT Under-Secretary-General, presented the web-based platform that had been
due to be launched in early 2019 but had been delayed due to lack of funding. The platform would be
a depository for national and regional legislation, plans of actions and strategies, as well as a forum for
exchange between parliamentarians.

Ambassador M. Omar and Mr. M. Miedico further highlighted that the short-term objective was to hold
national workshops in order to strengthen the impact on the ground. Indeed, several national
parliaments had already requested the support of the Programme to improve their counter-terrorism
and prevention of violent extremism legislation and to help with the implementation and enforcement
of these laws. In this regard, priority for national workshops would be given to those countries with the
most urgent situations. The IPU-UN Joint Programme would continue to hold regional conferences,
the next ones being in Eurasia, GRULAC, and the Twelve Plus regions. Additionally, the Group heard
about the IPU-UN Global Parliamentary Summit on Countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism. The
Summit, which was due to take place in 2020, would be the culmination of the national and regional
activities of the Programme and would be attended by high-level personalities, such as

Mr. A. Guterres, United Nations Secretary-General. Parliaments interested in hosting the summit were
invited to make themselves known to Ambassador M. Omar and Mr. M. Miedico. Toolkits and annual
reports would also be developed in line with the approved activities of the Programme.

The members of the HLAG welcomed the list of future activities and looked forward to more
impact-oriented conferences and workshops.



