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Distinguished Mr. Pallez,
Dear colleagues

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the beginning, allow me to express my satisfaction that in this session we
discuss and share good parliamentary practices on the accessibility for people with
disabilities.

Parliaments should increasingly respond to the expectations of people with
disabilities, to enable them to participate in the parliamentary work, attend the
sessions and to closely get acquainted with what parliaments do.

The Republic of North Macedonia proved to be a good example of including
people with disabilities in our society. At the initiative of Polio Plus — movement
against handicap in May 2003, following the example of Disability Intergroup in the
European Parliament, in the Republic of North Macedonia emerged a new model
through which citizens with disabilities can successfully act and convey their message
and needs to the executive branch. It is an Interparty Parliamentary Group for the
Rights of the People with Disabilities (IPPG) which has been operating successfully
since then and has grown into a real movement and accelerator for launching a
number of initiatives as drivers of the needs and issues concerning people with
disabilities. The idea of this initiative was to increase with dialogue between the
organizations of people with disabilities and MPs, as well as to put the issue of
disability on the agenda of the MPs.

The MPs in the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia participate at
their own will, conviction and approach to IPPG. Respecting the rights of others and
recognizing the rules of parliamentary struggle, they protect this vulnerable group of
our fellow citizens, thus building a more just society.

With the new parliamentary term, IPPG was restructured for the seventh time.
Currently in this group are actively involved 48 MPs, regardless of affiliation,
orientation and motive, these MPs decided to pursue one goal: protection of the rights
and dignity of people with disabilities and their active inclusion in all social trends.
With an absolute voluntary approach in their activities, these MPs represent an
example of an institution from a different point of view. The IPPG action is a
movement that will reaffirm democracy in practice. This composition will also
continue with the commitment to build a complete, comprehensive society for people
with disabilities. The activities of IPPG are aimed at concrete impacts precisely on the
wider group in terms of providing conditions that will contribute to building a more
stable and happier future for people with disabilities.

Within the group it has been agreed with the MPs-chairmen of some of the
Committees to also include the organizations in the hearings of parent Committees of
the Assembly, with the opportunity to give proposals for legal solutions of their
interest, as well as for expanding the number of over 20 civil society organizations that
work on and for the rights of people with disabilities, in the work of the IPPG.

Throughout these years, these 7 compositions of the IPPG for the rights of
people with disabilities have created a critical mass of people from different structures



who are ready to commit to this mission: impacting and advocating for amending the
legislation in this area, and also for changing public awareness.

A special mark of the IPPG is its heterogeneity. And through it, the Republic of
North Macedonia once again demonstrates functionality and inexhaustible
opportunities for tolerance and respect of human rights. In 2014, for the first time was
also engaged a person from the Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia as a
connection point between the core and the Technical Committee of the IPPG.

The Assembly unanimously adopted the first Declaration on the rights of people
with disabilities with specific responsibilities also for the Assembly and the
Government of the Republic of North Macedonia. Several laws with incorporated
standards for equalizing the rights of these people have been adopted. Upon a civic
initiative was adopted the Law on the Rights and Dignity of People with Disabilities.
Amendments in the legislation include a range of laws, including: Amendments to the
Law on Employment of People with Disabilities; Amendments to the Law on
Construction; Amendments to the Rulebook on Procurement of Orthopedic Devices;
Amendments to the Law on Social Protection (including the educational part of the
educational work of people with severe mental disabilities); Amendments to the Law
on Road Traffic Safety (the right to mobility and parking lots); Law on Public Roads;
Law on Prevention and Protection Against Discrimination; Law on Health Care; Law
on Housing. Also, were included in the promotion of the concept of independent living
of people with disabilities, as well as launching and acceleration of the process of the
deinstitutionalization process of people with disabilities. In the past years IPPG has
submitted more than 50 initiatives and amendments. IPPG members have worked
hard for the ratification of the Convention on the rights of people with disabilities, and
a breakthrough in the media and raise of public awareness for the rights of people with
disabilities has been achieved etc.

All these IPPG strides have been noted in the past European Commission
Reports for our country, which on the other hand means a greater responsibility and
commitment by us in achieving and meeting the IPPG goals.

This model of functioning has been recognized also by other groups that
following the example of IPPG for the rights of people with disabilities were
established in our country and our Parliament. In our region this model is unique
which already exists and operates for 16 years. The recognition and functionality has
led that also in Serbia, following this example the organizations of people with
disabilities to launch an initiative for establishing such a group in the Parliament of
the Republic of Serbia.

Pursuant to the Convention on the rights of people with disabilities the issue of
disability implies inclusion at all levels and stages by the stakeholders included in the
creation of that policy. The Convention underlined the concept of equality and non-
discrimination as a goal, and the inclusion of disability in the mainstreaming as a
strategy.

Unobstructed access, movement, stay and work for people with disabilities is
regulated by this Law for construction which stipulates that the facility for public and
business purposes must be designed and constructed so that people with disabilities
will be provided with unobstructed access, movement, stay and work to and in the
building. The method of providing unobstructed access to and in the facilities is
prescribed in the Rulebook on the method of providing unobstructed access,
movement, stay and work for people with disabilities to and in the facilities.

The Assembly of the Republic of North Macedonia, in line with the construction
project of 2005, following the good practices, constructed the access ramps for
unobstructed access of people with disabilities (access ramps, moving platforms,
elevators) and marked a parking lot in front of the Assembly. In 2016 a toilet was



constructed in the upgraded part of the Assembly, in line with the standards and needs
of people with disabilities. Currently is taking place the adaptation of a part of the halls
for access of people with disabilities with appropriate platforms. Within the
Parliamentary Institute of the Assembly, the Constitution and the educational material
for the Parliament have been translated into Braille and an audio transcript of them
has been posted on the website. Also, posters in sign language with some key words
related to the Assembly have been produced. They are used during the open days of
the Assembly with the aim of providing the citizens with disabilities the opportunity
to have a proper access according to their needs. In the past period within the
framework of the Parliamentary Channel, have been broadcasted several educational
videos on the Assembly with a voice interpreter.

These are just some examples of the positive changes that can be achieved when
organizations, experts and the Assembly work together, following the fundamental
principles of human rights and freedoms. The success of our joint efforts to date should
make us optimistic.

However, there are many challenges ahead us in strengthening education,
information and awareness-raising of citizens on the different aspects of practicing
human rights in the social processes and state institutions. We must enable citizens to
exercise their human rights and remove all obstacles in the realization of the
fundamental rights. It is not a just someone’s duty, it is everyone’s duty; they are the
rights of all of us!

IPPG remains and continues to be the main mouthpiece of people with
disabilities with the aim of meeting one of the principles “Nothing for us, without us”.



