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Berne (Switzerland), 3 February 2020

Dear Secretary-General,
Dear Colleagues,

First let me wish you a very happy new year. | also hope it will be a successful year for our association.
We will have a busy year at least when it comes to elections, as there will be many posts to fill on our Executive
Committee.

| am writing to invite you to the meeting of the Association in Geneva, in Switzerland, which will take place
from Friday 17 to Sunday 19 April 2020, in parallel with the 142nd session of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU).
We will also have a joint conference with the IPU on Monday 20 April, from 10.00am to 12.30pm.

This joint conference, with the theme of « participation of citizens in the work of Parliaments: challenges,
opportunities and best practice » has been organised as part of preparations for the next Global Parliamentary
Report. In order to make this session as useful as possible, | hope you will make time to fill in the preparatory
questionnaire we have received from the IPU. For full details, please see the letter from the co-secretaries.

Please find attached a draft agenda for our meetings. Of course, this is subject to change, and the final
agenda will be adopted during our first plenary session, which will begin at 11.00am on Friday 17 April.

I hope you will play an active part in the three general debates we have planned for this session:

e Travel by Members of Parliament: Rules for Expenses and Allowances;

o The relevance of Parliamentary Committees to Lawmaking
In order to facilitate the organisation of this debate, please assist by filling in the questionnaire attached
to this email, prepared by the moderator of the debate, Mr Shri Desh Deepak Verma, Secretary-General
of the Indian Rajya Sabha;

e Assisting the transition: Offering support when Members of Parliament lose, or give up, their seats.
This debate will be organised around informal discussion groups, arranged by language groups, which will
be invited to consider the following topics: Systems for financing the retirement of members; Systems for
supporting members who give up their seat voluntarily; Systems for supporting members who lose their
seat.
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We also have on the agenda a number of individual communications from members, grouped under the
following themes: « In the News » ; « Digital Parliament » ; « The role of Secretaries-General of Parliaments. »

Members are invited to propose further communications, on these themes or on new topics, up until 20 March
2020.

For all practical details, please refer to the letter from the co-secretaries.
I look forward very much to seeing you in Geneva.

Yours sincerely,

Philippe SCHWAB
President of the ASGP



