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MESSAGE FROM THE IPU // MESSAGE DE LA PART DE L'UIP 

postbox <postbox@ipu.org> Thu, Jun 4, 2020 at 11 :28 AM 

Dear colleagues, 

I hope that this message finds you well and that you are all keeping healthy and safe during 
these very difficult times. 

You have received in recent weeks regular updates on IPU work to monitor developments and 
support parliaments as they seek to ensure business continuity during the pandemic. We have 
organized a number of virtual meetings with partner organizations, such as the interactive 
debate on the occasion of the International Day of Multilateralism (24 May) or the webinar with 
the World Health Organization and the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction on 
parliamentary action to reduce risks, strengthen emergency preparedness and increase 
resilience (28 May). 

As we become more familiar with virtual communication tools, we have been able to organize 
some formal meetings of the IPU bodies, including the Committee on the Human Rights of 
Parliamentarians and three meetings of the Preparatory Committee for the Fifth World 
Conference of Speakers of Parliament (5WCSP). Virtual meetings of other bodies, including the 
Executive Committee, the High-Level Advisory Group on Countering Terrorism and Violent 
Extremism, and the Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law, will 
take place in the coming weeks. 

I would also like to inform you that the 5WCSP Preparatory Committee decided this week that 
both the 13th Women Speakers' Summit and the 5WCSP will be held on the agreed dates in 
August, but in virtual format. A formal communication from the IPU President and the Speaker 
of the Austrian Parliament will follow shortly, together with the conference documents and the 
draft Declaration prepared by the Preparatory Committee drafting group (which will be 
circulated to all national parliaments for possible amendments). In the meantime, registration is 
proceeding according to plan -www.ipu.org/event/fifth-world-conference-speakers-parliament 

As you are aware, at the request of several colleagues we have scheduled a virtual Q&A with 
Secretaries of Groups on 25 June. Please let us know if you are interested in attending and we 
will send you the invitation link. 

We are of course at your disposal should you have any questions or need additional 
information. 

Many thanks, kind regards, 

Anda Filip 

Chers collegues, 

* * * * * * 

J'espere que ce message vous trouvera en bonne sante en ces temps tres difficiles. 
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