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ﬁ%\:\\\’ 142nd IPU ASSEMBLY

\ 887 AND RELATED MEETINGS
N\ & Virtual meeting, May 2021

Inter-Parliamentary Union

For democracy. For everyone.

Executive Committee EX/285/4-P.1
Item 4 8 January 2021

142nd IPU Assembly (May 2021)

In the context of the COVID-19 pandemic, most IPU’s events in 2020 were carried
out in virtual format. These included the virtual segment of the Fifth World
Conference of Speakers of Parliament (August 2020) and the 206th session (virtual
and extraordinary) of the IPU Governing Council during which a number of binding
decisions pertaining to the functioning of the organization were adopted including
the election of members to the Executive Committee and the IPU President. To
carry out its 2020 virtual events, the IPU had to identify technical solutions that
would meet the requirements and expectations of such meetings.

The IPU held its most recent Assembly — the 141st Assembly — over a year ago in
October 2019 in Belgrade. According to currently available information, it is unlikely
that the COVID-19 vaccines will be available for worldwide distribution before the
summer of 2021. Under these circumstances, it might be necessary to hold the
142nd IPU Assembly in virtual format. It will most likely only be possible to hold
physically the 143rd IPU Assembly, which is scheduled to be held in Kigali from 6 to
10 November 2021.

At its 206th session, the Governing Council took the decision to hold the 142nd IPU
Assembly in Geneva in May/June 2021 following which a provisional booking for the
event was made with the Geneva International Conference Centre (CICG) for the
period Wednesday, 26 May to Sunday, 30 May. If a physical Assembly cannot be
held, a virtual Assembly could be held during the week of 24 May so as to avoid
sessions during the weekend.

Physical and virtual Assemblies are two very different types of events but both
require significant advance preparation. According to the statutory provisions, an
Assembly convocation would normally be issued at least four months in advance —
in this case by late January 2021.

The Executive Committee is invited to decide on the format (physical or virtual) of
the 142nd Assembly, so as to allow adequate time for the necessary preparations.

A physical Assembly (26-30 May 2021) would follow the usual structure of an IPU
Assembly and include:

. A general debate on a theme to be determined by the Executive Committee.
. An emergency item debate and resolution.
. Meetings of the four Standing Committees, two of which are expected to

adopt resolutions — one on the impact of climate disasters on peace and
security (Standing Committee on Peace and Security), and one on
mainstreaming digitalization and the circular economy (Standing Committee
on Sustainable Development).

. Meetings of the subsidiary bodies of the Governing Council, including the
Forum of Women Parliamentarians, the Forum of Young Parliamentarians, as
well as of the various specialized advisory groups and committees.

) Two sittings of the Governing Council.
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In order to formally book the CICG, a contract with the usual cancellation provisions would have to be
signed in January. The charge for a cancellation made three to six months before the event is 50 per
cent of the overall cost (corresponding to CHF 160,000); the charge for a cancellation made less than
three months before the event is 100 per cent of the overall cost (corresponding to CHF 320,000).
Moreover, should a physical Assembly ultimately prove to be unfeasible due to the COVID-19
pandemic, it would not be possible to organize a virtual Assembly at short notice. The 142nd IPU
Assembly would hence only take place in early November 2021 in Kigali (two years after the

141st Assembly in Belgrade).

A virtual Assembly would also require serious advance preparations, accompanied by the support
and buy-in of both Members and the Geopolitical Groups. Should the Executive Committee decide to
convene the Assembly in virtual format, several aspects would need to be clarified as soon as
possible, including:

o Simplified Rules of Procedure to govern the deliberations of the Assembly (complementing the
Special Rules of Procedures to regulate the conduct of virtual sessions of the Governing
Council, formally approved in November 2020 and which now form part and parcel of the IPU
Statutes and Rules).

Timetable and agenda of the Assembly, Governing Council, and the relevant subsidiary bodies.
Expected outcomes of the 142nd IPU Assembly.

Management of the large amount of vacancies for the various IPU bodies.

Decisions regarding the composition of delegations and the decision-making process for the
Assembly and the Governing Council, bearing in mind the different procedures currently in
place.

To better gauge Members’ preferences and expectations, the Secretariat has circulated a survey to all
members inviting their responses and suggestions. It has further held working level/brainstorming
consultations with the Secretaries of the IPU Groups.

Further to consultations with the IPU President, as well as the feedback from Members and in-house
discussions with the Secretaries of the various IPU bodies, the Secretariat would suggest the following
scenario:

. A virtual Assembly with the overall theme of the post-pandemic recovery.

. An interactive debate (2 hours) with one or two prominent personalities.

o All Heads of Delegations would be invited to send video messages around the overall theme to
be posted on a dedicated webpage and promoted through social media.

. The four Standing Committees, as well as the two Forums (Women and Young

Parliamentarians), would be invited to meet in the weeks preceding the Assembly and address
the overall theme from their respective perspectives (peace and security, sustainable
development, democracy and human rights, the United Nations approach to building back
better, gender and youth).

o Input from these deliberations would be incorporated in an outcome document
(statement/communiqué/declaration/Chair's Summary) to be adopted at the close of the
Assembly. The document would identify possible courses of parliamentary action to mobilize the
post-pandemic recovery process.

. The subsidiary bodies of the Governing Council would meet in advance of the Assembly and
report to Council during the week of the Assembly.
. Due to the complicated procedure for the adoption of resolutions by the Assembly (based on a

weighted vote impacted by multiple criteria — actual participation in the session, gender balance,
arrears, etc.), the adoption of the draft resolutions currently on the agenda of the Standing
Committees (impact of climate disasters on peace and security, mainstreaming digitalization
and the circular economy) would be deferred to the 143rd Assembly in Kigali).

. Delegations would be encouraged to hold bilateral meetings during the week of the Assembly
(the Secretariat would be available to provide technical support, if needed).
. Elections would be limited to the Executive Committee (one seat for the Arab Group) and the

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians (multiple vacancies for office holders who
are no longer MPs, which would need to be filled without delay so as to provide the necessary
quorum for the Committee to meet and take decisions).
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. All other vacancies (full list in Annex) would be filled on the occasion of the in-person Assembly
in Kigali in November 2021. On this occasion, the Geopolitical Groups would also be invited to
hold consultations to reach agreement on the rotation of the presidencies and vice-presidencies
of the Standing Committees. In the meantime, the mandates of the current office-holders could
be extended until the Kigali Assembly. For those office-holders who are no longer MPs,
Committee Rules include provisions allowing Bureau members who are unable to participate in
a given session to be replaced by another MP from the same parliament.

Given the multitude of sessions which comprise the regular programme of a physical IPU Assembly
(8-10 hours each day over 5 full days, in addition to the meetings of the Executive Committee,
Sub-Committee on Finance and Geopolitical Groups which are held in advance of the Assembly), it
would take at least two weeks to be able to hold streamlined sessions of the various IPU bodies in
virtual format (within the 3-4 hour window each day allowing participation by the greatest number of
Members). Responses to the survey indicate that Members would prefer to avoid overlapping
sessions, and rather spread out the meetings over a longer period of time.

In view of the inherent intractable challenges involved, it is not recommended to hold a hybrid
Assembly. The Executive Committee discussed this option extensively in early 2020. It concluded that
such an option would create double standards and deprive delegations which cannot travel to Geneva
of the opportunity to benefit from the full Assembly experience. There would also be multiple
challenges in managing different time zones and the decision-making processes.

Once the Executive Committee has deliberated and taken a decision on the format and overall
structure of a possible virtual Assembly in May, the Secretariat will prepare a draft timetable for the
142nd Assembly, taking into consideration the guidance received.
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Vacancies to be filled
during the 142nd Assembly

All candidatures need to be accompanied by a signed covering letter, a brief
curriculum vitae (maximum one page), as well as the contact information form

Committee membership of IPU office-holders (excluding the IPU President and Executive
Committee members), whose term of office was to have expired in 2020, has been
extended until new elections can be held.

Executive Committee
At its next session, the Governing Council will elect one member, as follows:

Arab Group : One vacancy, to be filled by a man or a woman, to
replace Mr. A. Abdel Aal (Egypt) whose Executive
Committee term ends at the 207th session of the
Governing Council.

Bureau of Women Parliamentarians

At the next statutory Assembly, the Forum of Women Parliamentarians will be required to
renew half of the membership of its Bureau.

Two regional representatives are to be elected from each geopolitical group, for a
four-year term, to replace those regional representatives whose term expired in
April 2020.

According to the Rules of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians, a retiring member of
the Bureau shall not be eligible for re-election for two years.

The Forum of Women Parliamentarians will also replace four members from the African
Group, Arab Group, Asia-Pacific Group, and the Twelve Plus Group respectively, who are
no longer members of parliament and whose terms of office end in April 2022.

In light of the Forum'’s rule on the promotion of gender equality and of its current
composition, only female parliamentarians may submit their candidatures for these four
vacancies.

#IPU142
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COMMITTEES AND OTHER BODIES

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians

The Governing Council will elect five members to replace Mr. D. Carter (New Zealand), Ms. A. Jerkov
(Serbia), and Mr. J. Kim (Republic of Korea), who are no longer members of parliament; and

Mr. A.A. Alaradi (Bahrain) and Ms. D. Solérzano (Venezuela) whose membership in the Committee
expired at the 206th session and expires at the 207th session of the Governing Council respectively.

In light of the Committee’s rule on the promotion of gender equality and of its current composition,
those interested in submitting their candidatures should bear in mind that ideally, in order to have
full parity, three of the new members should be male parliamentarians, and two of the new members
should be female parliamentarians.

Please note that members of this Committee are elected in their individual capacity, not in
representation of their parliament or geopolitical group.

Parliamentarians wishing to become members of this Committee are required to meet a set of distinct
criteria. Candidates are therefore requested to complete the form available on the IPU

website: https://www.ipu.org/file/9142/download

Committee on Middle East Questions

The Governing Council will elect two members to replace Mr. M. Al Mehrzi (United Arab Emirates),
who is no longer a member of parliament, and Ms. S. Ataullahjan (Canada) whose membership in the
Committee expires at the 207th session of the Governing Council.

Group of Facilitators for Cyprus

The Governing Council will elect one Facilitator for the vacancy that was not filled at the
205th session of the Governing Council.

Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law

The Governing Council will elect three members to replace Ms. F. Hosseini (Islamic Republic of Iran),
who is no longer a member of parliament (to be replaced by a female parliamentarian), Mr. R. Mwewa
(Zambia), following his demise (to be replaced by a male parliamentarian), and Mr. S.M. Al-Khathlan
(Saudi Arabia), whose membership in the Committee expires at the 207th session of the Governing
Council (to be replaced by a male parliamentarian).

Board of the Forum of Young Parliamentarians of the IPU
At its next meeting, the Forum will elect its Board.

According to Rule 5.3 of the Forum’s Rules and working modalities: "The Board shall be composed of
two representatives from each of the IPU geopolitical groups, a man and a woman".

High-Level Advisory Group on Countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism

The Governing Council will elect five members, as follows:

African Group : One vacancy to be filled by a woman
Arab Group : One vacancy to be filled by a woman
Asia-Pacific Group : One vacancy to be filled by a man

Group of Latin America
and the Caribbean : One vacancy to be filled by a woman

Twelve Plus Group : One vacancy to be filled by a woman.


https://www.ipu.org/file/9142/download
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Working Group on Science and Technology

At the 141st IPU Assembly, the governing bodies endorsed the establishment of the Working Group
on Science and Technology. The modalities for the Working Group are expected to be approved on
the occasion of the 142nd Assembly, and the geopolitical groups will then be invited to submit the
candidatures of members of parliament working on issues relating to science and technology.

STANDING COMMITTEE BUREAUX

The Standing Committees will hold the following elections:

Standing Committee on Peace and International Security

There are six vacancies to be filled by the following geopolitical groups:

African Group . One vacancy, to be filled by a man or a woman
Arab Group . One vacancy, to be filled by a man or a woman
Asia-Pacific Group . Three vacancies, at least one of which is to be filled by a woman

Group of Latin America
and the Caribbean . One vacancy, to be filled by a man or a woman

Standing Committee on Sustainable Development

There are ten vacancies to be filled by the following geopolitical groups:

African Group . Three vacancies, at least one of which is to be filled by a woman
Arab Group . One vacancy, to be filled by a man or a woman

Asia-Pacific Group . One vacancy, to be filled by a man or a woman

Eurasia Group . One vacancy, to be to be filled by a woman

GRULAC . Two vacancies, at least one of which is to be filled by a man (the

Parliament of Guyana has indicated its interest to maintain its
Bureau seat and replace the titular member who is no longer
an MP)

Twelve plus Group . Two vacancies, at least one of which is to be filled by a man.

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights

There are six vacancies to be filled by the following geopolitical groups:

African Group . Two vacancies, at least one of which to be filled by a woman
Asia-Pacific Group . Two vacancies, at least one of which to be filled by a man
Eurasia Group . One vacancy, to be filled by a man or a woman

Twelve plus Group . One vacancy, to be filled by a man or a woman.
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Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs

There are seven vacancies to be filled by the following geopolitical groups:

African Group : One vacancy, to be filled by a woman

Arab Group : Three vacancies, at least one of which to be filled by a woman
Asia-Pacific Group One vacancy, to be filled by a woman

Eurasia Group : One vacancy, to be filled by a man or a woman

GRULAC : One vacancy, to be filled by a man or a woman.

*k kk k%

Candidatures from the respective geopolitical groups, which may be submitted prior to and during the
Assembly up until the time of the elections, should be accompanied by a brief curriculum vitae
(maximum one page), specifying parliamentary committee membership and familiarity with the issues
covered by the Standing Committee in which a seat is being sought, as well as the candidate’s full
contact details. The CV should also be accompanied by a written commitment from the candidate’s
parliament that s/he will be supported in their work and included in future delegations to Assemblies.

In addition to filling the vacancies on the Bureaus of the Standing Committees, the Geopolitical
Groups will be invited to consult on the rotation of the Presidencies and Vice-Presidencies of
the four Standing Committees.





