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Internet Governance Forum 2021
Parliamentary track: Legislative approaches for a user-centric digital space

Practical information for the parliamentary track

The 16th annual IGF meeting will be hosted by the Government of Poland on 6-10 December
2021, under the overarching theme Internet United. The meeting will be held in a hybrid format,
with participants joining on site, in Katowice, and online.

Hybrid IGF

The 16th annual IGF will be hosted in a hybrid format. The meeting will aim at
accommodating the participation of stakeholders present onsite in Katowice or
participating online, in the same way as much as possible.

If you cannot travel to Katowice, you will be able to participate in sessions within the
parliamentary track and the overall IGF meeting via an online platform. More details
about the hybrid IGF are available at
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/about-hybrid-format as well as
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-participation (you will need an
account on the IGF website to access this second link).

Registration for IGF 2021 (including the parliamentary track on 7-8 December)

All participants — whether they plan to join the IGF in Katowice or online — are required to
register for IGF 2021 via the IGF website:
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-registration

Kindly make sure you follow the guidelines described at
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/filedepot_download/223/15165

Please note that this registration is necessary for members of parliaments as well.

If you are travelling to Katowice, please make sure you have registered following both
steps described in the guidelines above. If you have done so, you should have received a
confirmation email with a QR code.


https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/about-hybrid-format
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-participation
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-registration
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/filedepot_download/223/15165

How to join the parliamentary track sessions?
If you travel to Katowice

The parliamentary roundtable will be held in the Plenary room (Plenary/Main Meeting
Room - Multifunctional Hall C), while the other three parliamentary sessions will be held
in the Auditorium. See the programme of the track for more details on the sessions.

https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track
If you join online

For the parliamentary roundtable on 7 December, you will be able to access the Zoom
link after an additional registration step. For the other three sessions on 7 and 8
December, please join the Zoom rooms via the direct links indicated below.

Onsite participants are also encouraged to log into the Zoom rooms, as a way to facilitate
more interactions between online and onsite attendees.

7 December, 14:00 — 15:30 CET (13:00 — Direct Zoom link:

14:30 UTC) https://intgovforum.zoom.us/j/84603895333?pwd=VO0pIL2
JRMnhUenZreG9YSTY1MSt2UT09

Parliamentary session 1 | Privacy and data

protection legislation in the digital age:

challenges and approaches

7 December, 16:15 — 17:15 CET (15:15 — To receive the Zoom link, please register via:

16:15 UTC) https://intgovforum.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqdOqtrD
4qGdWF8XZ2yV77-m9M5z1Fwrh9

IGF 2021 Parliamentary roundtable |

Legislative approaches for a user-centric

digital space

8 December, 09:30 — 11:00 CET (08:30 — Direct Zoom link:
10:00 UTC) https://intgovforum.zoom.us/j/899485340617?pwd=VkxpdE
duU1N2cDROYUFLQKITQTZGUT09

Parliamentary session 2 | Balancing
freedom of speech and the fight against
harmful content

8 December, 11:30 — 13:00 CET (10:30 — Direct Zoom link:

12:00 UTC) https://intgovforum.zoom.us/j/82036464449?pwd=elBrUE
NjVFBNbDVPbTk4cmZNN2RjQT09

Parliamentary session 3 | Al governance:

What do we regulate and how?

Kindly note that the parliamentary sessions 1, 2 and 3 on 7-8 December are dedicated to
parliamentarians and parliamentary staff only. We therefore ask that you do not share the Zoom
links outside of your parliaments.


https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track
https://intgovforum.zoom.us/j/84603895333?pwd=V0pIL2JRMnhUenZreG9YSTY1MSt2UT09
https://intgovforum.zoom.us/j/84603895333?pwd=V0pIL2JRMnhUenZreG9YSTY1MSt2UT09
https://intgovforum.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqdOqtrD4qGdWF8XZ2yV77-m9M5z1Fwrh9
https://intgovforum.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqdOqtrD4qGdWF8XZ2yV77-m9M5z1Fwrh9
https://intgovforum.zoom.us/j/89948534061?pwd=VkxpdEduU1N2cDR0YUFLQklTQTZGUT09
https://intgovforum.zoom.us/j/89948534061?pwd=VkxpdEduU1N2cDR0YUFLQklTQTZGUT09
https://intgovforum.zoom.us/j/82036464449?pwd=elBrUENjVFBNbDVPbTk4cmZNN2RjQT09
https://intgovforum.zoom.us/j/82036464449?pwd=elBrUENjVFBNbDVPbTk4cmZNN2RjQT09

IGF 2021 schedule

The overall IGF 2021 schedule is available on the IGF website at
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/schedule/20211206

You will need an account on the IGF website to access the schedule.

Interpretation

For the parliamentary sessions 1, 2 and 3 on 7—-8 December , interpretation will be
provided in English, French and Spanish.

For the parliamentary roundtable on 7 December at 16:15 CET, interpretation will be
provided in English, French, Spanish, Arabic, Russian and Chinese.

Not to miss at IGF 2021

Cocktail reception & Ceremonial music concert | 6 December, 19:00 — 20:00 & 20:30 -
22:30 CET

o Venue: NOSPR building, PIl. Wojciecha Kilara 1, 40-202 Katowice

o Tickets to be collected at NASK stand located within IGF Village at the IGF venue
IGF 2021 Opening Ceremony | 7 December, 10:00 — 11:30 CET
IGF 2021 parliamentary track | 7 — 8 December

o Details at https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track

Parliamentary reception | 7 December 2021, 18:00 — 19:30 CET, Conference room 20 &
24

Social media at IGF 2021

Official community-wide hashtag: #IGF2021
Meeting title hashtag: #InternetUnited
Parliamentary track hashtag: #IGF 2021 parliamentary track


https://www.intgovforum.org/en/schedule/20211206
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track

IGF 2021 venue

IGF 2021 will be held at the MCK International Congress Center in Katowice.

For more information, please visit
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/the-mck-international-congress-centre

Travel and accommodation

Visa

Participants are responsible for making their own arrangements for travel and
accommodation.

Detailed information on travelling to Katowice and on accommodation options in the city
are available on the Host Country website:
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/getting-to-the-2021-igf2

Relevant information on visa requirements are available at
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/visas

COVID-19 information and recommendations

Participants are kindly invited to check the Host Country website for updated
information and recommendations related to COVID-19 (entering and leaving Poland,
rules and restrictions, protection measures, etc.).

https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/covid-info

Additional information

For any additional information, please visit the IGF website and the IGF 2021 Host
Country website:

https://www.intgovforum.org/en
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/dashboard/igf-2021
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en

Dedicated mailing list

A mailing list has been set up to facilitate communication with and among members of
parliaments interested in participating in the IGF.


https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/the-mck-international-congress-centre
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/getting-to-the-2021-igf2
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/visas
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/covid-info
https://www.intgovforum.org/en
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/dashboard/igf-2021
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en

Please subscribe via
http://intgovforum.org/mailman/listinfo/parliamentarians_intgovforum.org

Contact

For any further questions or information regarding the parliamentary track at IGF 2021,
please contact Ms Sorina Teleanu at parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org.


http://intgovforum.org/mailman/listinfo/parliamentarians_intgovforum.org
mailto:parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org
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Quick guide on how to register for IGF 2021

To participate in IGF 2021, stakeholders can register to participate (i) online or (ii) in-person in Katowice.

There are two main steps to take, depending if you plan to come to Katowice for the 16" IGF (6-10 December 2021) or only participate online.

Register on the IGF website

1. Loginto the IGF website, or alternatively sign up if you have not done so already https://www.intgovforum.org/en/user/login
2. Go to the registration page https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-registration

3. Complete the form it will open for you. Toward the end of the form, there are three 0 lintend to attend onsite in Katowice, Poland (badge generation becomes required)
check-box questions. *The following question should only be checked if you plan to () 1 Reep informed by receiving the IGF 2021 related announcements (subscription nee

come to Katowice in-person:
v" lintend to attend onsite in Katowice, Poland (badge generation becomes

() First §me attending IGF meeting.

d through a received personal link and unsubscription is possible at any time)

. O I agree Yo adhere to the IGF 2021 Guidelines for Participation, UN-IGF Code of Condr
requi red ! Information'pn Safety.
4. Click on ‘Register’ located at the end of the form [Register |

5. If successfully submitted, a notification will appear on your screen:
v' “Thank you for registering for IGF 2021. Please check your inbox for email notification.”
6. Check your inbox for an email with the subject line:
v' “Registration for IGF 2021”. That email contains the link to IGF 2021 page which will be made avilable soon.
Tip: You do not need to revisit this email to access the IGF 2021 page. The link will be made availakle at the IGF website
homepage and you will be informed about it through the IGF newsletter that the platform is ready for use. If you log into the IGF
website, you will be able to access the platform.

This is where the process ends if you plan to participate fully online.

*If you plan to come to Katowice, which means you have checked the following question referenced above under step 3.

“|intend to attend onsite in Katowice, Poland (badge generation becomes required), then please follow the next steps”

Then please continue to follow the next steps in order to complete your registration for Katowice, as well.


https://www.intgovforum.org/en/user/login
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-registration
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v" Go to your email inbox and search for the email with the following subject:

o “IMPORTANT - YOUR ACTION REQUIRED: Get your badge for Katowice at IGF 2021” sent by no-reply@intgovforum.org
Tip: if you can not locate this email, search your junk folder or folders reserved for ‘other’ emails or ‘social’ emails or similar.
Sometimes different email services automatically sort emails in various categories different then juts a generic inbox group.
This email contains a link to the UN registration system. Please click on that link and follow the instructions to complete the form and
submit it. Kindly note that you would need to have a photo of your face ready to upload at this stage of the registration process.
After you have submitted your registration, you will receive an email to your inbox with the following subject:
o Badge request received, pending approval for the 16th Annual Meeting of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) (To: Last Name,
First Name) sent from noreply.indico@un.org
The above email means that your request was successfully sent to the IGF Secretariat and is under a review process. It can take up to a
week to process the request, given the demand.
After your request is approved, you will receive another email to your inbox with the following subject:

o Badge request approval for the 16th Annual Meeting of the Internet Governance Forum (IGF) (To: Last Name, First Name)
Please note that the email of your approved registration is important as it contains the unique QR code. Have that email saved and bring
the QR code on your device or printed at the 16" IGF in Katowice. On the basis of that QR code you will receive your badge to enter the
IGF 2021 venue.

If you face issues, please contact the IGF Secretariat at igf@un.org


mailto:no-reply@intgovforum.org
mailto:noreply.indico@un.org
mailto:igf@un.org

IGF 2021 Parliamentary Track
Context

In recent years, the IGF has sought to strengthen the parliamentary dimension of
the forum by facilitating the participation of parliamentarians in discussions on
some of the most pressing issues related to the use, evolution and governance of
the Internet and related digital technologies. Participants  in
the 2019 and 2020 parliamentary roundtables recommended, among other
issues, that national parliaments cooperate and exchange good practices on
dealing with digital policy issues.

At the 16th IGF, a parliamentary track will take place on 7-8 December 2021 on
the theme Legislative approaches for a user-centric digital space. Building on
previous experiences and in the spirit of the United Nations (UN) General
Assembly Resolution A/RES/74/304, the event will be jointly organised by the
United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA), the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the lower chamber of the Polish parliament, the
Sejm. Support will also be provided by the Department of Digital Policy in the
Chancellery of the Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland, acting as co-facilitator
and overall coordinator of the IGF 2021 from the Host Country’s side.

In the lead-up to IGF 2021, a series of preparatory sessions will be held online
allowing Members of Parliaments to become familiar with the IGF and the broader
Internet governance ecosystem and to engage in dialogue and exchanges of
experiences on key digital policy issues. The main points emerging from these
discussions will form the basis for the output document from the parliamentary
track at IGF 2021.


https://www.intgovforum.org/filedepot_download/7505/1807
https://www.intgovforum.org/filedepot_download/9615/2349
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/231/24/PDF/N2023124.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/231/24/PDF/N2023124.pdf?OpenElement

Key topics
Parliamentarians are invited to exchange views and share good practices on
tackling three key digital policy challenges:

o DATA | Privacy rights and legitimate uses of personal data

o CONTENT POLICY | Balancing freedom of speech and the fight against
harmful content: the role of Internet platforms

o Al GOVERNANCE | Automated decision-making and human-centric
approaches

More details on these topics are available in the parliamentary track's concept
note.

Parliamentary sessions at IGF 2021

During a dedicated track on 7-8 December, parliamentarians will continue the
debates on the key topics and convene in a parliamentary roundtable. They are
also invited to actively participate in all other IGF 2021 sessions and contribute
their views and experiences to the discussions.

Registration for the IGF 2021 meeting is mandatory, regardless of whether
parliamentarians intend to travel to Katowice or participate online.

Calendar of parliamentary activities are IGF 2021
Please note that times are in CET (UTC+1).

All sessions, as well as the parliamentary reception, will be held at the IGF 2021
venue — the MCK International Congress Centre in Katowice. Members of
parliaments joining the sessions online are kindly invited to contact
the IGF Secretariat, at parliamentarytrack[at]intgovforum.org, if they have not
received the connection details.

6 December
19:00 -  20:00Cocktail reception & Ceremonial music concert
& 20:30 - 22:30

7 December


https://www.intgovforum.org/filedepot_download/12018/2641
https://www.intgovforum.org/filedepot_download/12018/2641
https://www.intgovforum.org/content/igf-2021-schedule
https://www.intgovforum.org/content/igf-2021-registration

10:00 - 11:30

Plenary/Main
Meeting Room -
Multifunctional Hall
C

14:00 - 15:30

Auditorium

IGF 2021 Opening Ceremony

Parliamentary session 1 | Privacy and data protection legislation
in the digital age: challenges and approaches

With public and private entities relying on personal data and
behavioural information to provide digital services (with varying
degrees of transparency), and with surveillance tools increasingly
used outside of rule of law frameworks, protecting privacy and
personal data in the digital space is an increasingly complex matter.
This complexity poses challenges when it comes to defining and
implementing relevant legislation. Outlining data subject rights and
establishing responsibilities for their protection, clarifying
meaningful consent for data processing, and setting conditions for
international data transfers are some of the key issues that legislators
around the world have to unpack when devising legal frameworks.
And while such frameworks have been or are being put in place in
many countries around the world, the reality is that there is still a
patchwork of different legal approaches to protecting privacy and
personal data. How do these many legal approaches work together
in the framework of a borderless digital space? What is still missing?

Key contributors

o Carla Arino Garcia | Data Protection Union, Council of
Europe

o Becky Burr | Member of the Board, Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN)

o Nigel Cassimire | Telecommunications specialist, Caribbean
Telecommunications Union (CTU)

o Igra Khalid | Member of the House of Commons, Canada

Moderator

o Mattia Fantinati | Member of the House of Representatives,
Parliament of Italy



16:15 - 17:151GF 2021 Parliamentary roundtable | Legislative approaches for

Plenary/Main
Meeting Room

a user-centric digital space

“This Parliamentary roundtable will be open to all participants

Multifunctional Hall ;4 \GE 2021

C

Legislation relevant for the Internet and the broader digital space
covers many areas, from security and human rights, to competition
and intellectual property. Having such legislation in place is an
important element in addressing risks, protecting rights, and
ensuring a level-playing field for market actors. But this also comes
with challenges. For instance, how to balance the different rights and
interests at stake when developing legislation to address harmful
content or protect copyright? How to devise regulations to tackle
risks that advanced technologies may pose without unduly harming
innovation? And how to minimise the risk that legislation adopted at
the national and regional level could threaten the global,
interoperable and unfragmented nature of the Internet? As we
consider these and similar questions, is there a toolkit of principles
that legislators need to keep in mind to ensure that the rules and
regulations they define achieve their objectives without creating
unintended consequences?

Opening remarks

o Ryszard Terlecki | Vice Marshal of the Sejm of Poland (tbc)

o Liu Zhenmin | UN Under-Secretary-General for Economic
and Social Affairs

o Duarte Pacheco | President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union

(tbc)
Key contributors

o Abdulla Althawadi| Member of the Council of
Representatives of the Kingdom of Bahrain

o Marina Kaljurand | Member of the European Parliament

o Alexander Khinshtein | Chairman of the Committee on
Information  Policy, Information Technologies and
Communications, State Duma, Federal Assembly of the
Russian Federation

o Alhagie Mbow | Member of Parliament, Gambia

o Gabriel Silva | Member of National Assembly, Panama



18:00 - 19:30

Conference room 20
& 24

8 December
09:30 — 11:00

Auditorium

Moderator

o Thomas Schneider| Ambassador and Director of
International Affairs at the Swiss Federal Office of
Communication

Parliamentary reception

Parliamentary session 2 | Balancing freedom of speech and the
fight against harmful content

Diversity of opinion and freedom of speech form the core of
democracy. The Internet has made it easier to exercise these rights,
but it has also created new opportunities for abuse. Harmful content
is now easily spread online, sometimes with dire consequences for
democracy itself and for human rights. As Internet platforms and
regulators devise mechanisms to address such challenges, several
questions are raised: Where does the responsibility of Internet
platforms start and where does it end when it comes to tackling
harmful content? Should platforms be left to determine on their own
what is harmful content and how to deal with it? Or should legislators
step it and establish clear roles and responsibilities? And if laws are
adopted, what are the key principles that they need to embed in order
to ensure that a proper balance is achieved between fighting harmful
content and protecting freedom of speech and other human rights?

Key contributors

o Guilherme Canela De Souza Godoi | Chief, Freedom of
Expression and Safety of Journalists Section, UNESCO

o Arda Gerkens | Vice-president of the Senate, Netherlands

o Marcin Olender | Public Policy and Government Relations
Manager Central and Eastern Europe, Google

o Jeremy Wright | Member of Parliament, UK
Moderator



11:30 - 13:00

Auditorium

o Neema Lugangira | Member of Parliament, Tanzania

Parliamentary session 3 | Al governance: What do we regulate
and how?

Artificial intelligence (Al) is now at the core of multiple digital
services and products, from guiding our online experiences and
powering smart devices, to shaping the decisions others make about
us (e.g. in the context of recruitment processes, financial services, or
the judiciary system). Beyond its promises, Al also comes with
pitfalls; for instance, algorithmic decision-making could result in
discrimination, harmful stereotypes and wider social inequality,
while Al-based systems may pose risks to human safety. Some
jurisdictions around the world have started working on regulatory
frameworks to address such pitfalls. But what is it about Al that
needs to be regulated? To what extent do we need new laws and how
do existing ones apply to Al? How should regulations for Al be
developed, and what principles should they embed? And to what
extent can regulations developed in some jurisdictions serve as
inspiration for others?

Key contributors

o Alessandra Basso | Member of the European Parliament
o Laura Galindo | Al Policy Analyst, OECD
o Alison Gillwald | Executive Director, Research ICT Africa

Moderator

o Sabin Sarmas | Chairman, Committee on information and
communications  technology, Chamber of Deputies,
Parliament of Romania



Online preparatory sessions

A series of online preparatory sessions took place between September
and November 2021.

o 23 September, 12:00—-14:00 UTC | The Internet governance ecosystem

o 7 October, 13:00 — 14:30 UTC | Privacy rights and legitimate uses of
personal data

o 21 October, 15:00 — 16:30 UTC | Balancing freedom of speech and the fight
against harmful content: the role of Internet platforms

o 4 November, 12:00 — 13:30 UTC | Al governance: automated decision-
making and human-centric approaches

o 18 November, 13:00 — 14:30 UTC | Meet the Internet Governance Forum

These sessions will inform the parliamentary outcome document from IGF 2021.

Documents & further information

Any questions related to the parliamentary track can be addressed to
parliamentarytrack[at]intgovforum.org.

Invitation (also in FR and ES)
IGF 2021 parliamentary track | Programme for IGF 2021 (December)

IGF 2021 parliamentary track concept note & provisional programme (also
in FR and ES)

Practical information for the parliamentary track (also in FR and ES)


https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track-the-internet-governance-ecosystem
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track-privacy-rights-and-legitimate-uses-of-personal-data
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track-privacy-rights-and-legitimate-uses-of-personal-data
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track-balancing-freedom-of-speech-and-the-fight-against-harmful-content-the-role-of-internet-platforms
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track-balancing-freedom-of-speech-and-the-fight-against-harmful-content-the-role-of-internet-platforms
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track-ai-governance
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track-ai-governance
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track-meet-the-internet-governance-forum
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2653
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2654
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2655
https://www.intgovforum.org/en/filedepot_download/241/19399
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2641
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2656
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2657
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2642
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2658
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2659
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