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M Gmail

Message from the IPU - Speakers' Conference // Message de la part de I'UIP -
Conférence des présidents de parlement

Arab lpu <arab.ipu@gmail.com>

postbox <postbox@ipu.org> Wed, Jul 21, 2021 at 12:32 PM

Dear colleagues,

| am pleased to share an important communication from the IPU Secretary General regarding the Fifth World
Conference of Speakers of Parliament (Vienna, 6-8 September 2021), along with a number of related documents.

Further information about the event is available on the IPU webpage at https://www.ipu.org/event/fifth-world-
conference-speakers-parliament-september-2021 .

For information regarding travel to Vienna please consult the website of the Host Parliament at
https://lwww.ipu2021vienna.at/

A kind reminder that the deadline for registration is 30 July 2021 — please make sure to observe this deadline so
that the necessary arrangements can be made and that visas, if required, may be delivered in a timely manner.

We are also pleased to invite you to a briefing session regarding the event on Thursday, 29 July, 2 — 3:30 pm
CEST.

We would Kindly invite you to register for this briefing session by sending your name, position and email address to
postbox@ipu.org

Many thanks, very best regards from the IPU team in Geneva,

Anda Filip

Chers collégues,

J'ai le plaisir de vous transmettre une importante communication du Secrétaire général de I'UIP au sujet de la
cinquiéme Conférence mondiale des présidents de parlement (Vienne, 6-8 septembre 2021), ainsi qu'un certain
nombre de documents connexes.

De plus amples informations sur cet événement sont disponibles sur la page web de 'UIP &
I'adresse https://www.ipu.org/fr/event/cinquieme-conference-mondiale-des-presidents-de-parlement-septembre-
2021.

Pour toute information concernant le voyage a Vienne, veuillez consulter le site web du Parlement héte a
I'adresse https://www.ipu2021vienna.at/.

Nous vous rappelons que la date limite d'inscription est fixée au 30 juillet 2021. Veillez a respecter ce délai afin
que les dispositions nécessaires puissent étre prises et que les visas, le cas échéant, puissent étre délivrés en
temps utile.

Nous avons également le plaisir de vous inviter & une séance d'information relative & I'événement, le jeudi 29
juillet, de 14 h a 15 h 30 (HAEC).

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=2de33a90e4 &view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A17058863199044225218&simpl=msg-f%3A1705886... 1/2
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Nous vous invitons a vous inscrire a cette séance d'information en envoyant votre nom, votre fonction et votre
adresse électronique a postbox@ipu.org.

Merci beaucoup et meilleures salutations de I'équipe de I'UIP a Genével!

Ambassador Anda Filip | Directrice, Parlements membres et Relations extérieures

Union interparlementaire

Chemin du Pommier 5

1218 Le Grand-Saconnex - Suisse
www.ipu.org

T+412291941 32
F +4122 919 4160

Twitter | FaceBook | Flickr | YouTube | Instagram | LinkedIn

Le présent message (et les piéces jointes) ne s'adressequ'au(x) destinataire(s) indiqué(s). Il peut contenir des informations confidentielles ou exclusives,
S'il vous est parvenu par erreur, veuillez le supprimer et en aviser immédiatement I'expéditeur. Il est interdit d'utiliser ces informations, de les divulguer
ou d'en faire une copie sans autorisation. Le contenu ne refléte pas nécessairement les vues officielles de I'Union interparlementaire (UIP), sauf
indication contraire. Nous déclinons toute responsabilité pour les dommages causés par tout virus transmis involontairement par ce message.
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REPUBLIC OF AUSTRIA

Geneva, 20 July 2021

Dear Madam Speaker,
Dear Mr. Speaker,

| am pleased to take this opportunity to provide you with an update on preparations for
the in-person segment of the Fifth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament
(5WCSP), which will be held in Vienna on 7 and 8 September 2021.

As previously announced, the Conference will be preceded by the Summit of Women
Speakers of Parliament on 6 September. On 9 September, also in Vienna, the IPU, in
cooperation with the United Nations (UNODC and UNOCT), will hold the First Global

Parliamentary Summit on Counter-Terrorism. More information on this Summit will be
shared with you soon.

Reqgistration for the 5SWCSP is advancing well, and | am pleased to report that to date
we have received confirmation of participation by 75 Speakers of Parliament, with
another 46 delegations announced (composition to be communicated in the coming
days). As the deadline of 30 July for registration is approaching, | would kindly
invite delegations which are planning to attend the Vienna Conference but have not
yet registered to do so as soon as possible.

The 5WCSP Preparatory Committee has been working diligently over the past
months, and has finalized several documents, which | am pleased to bring to your

attention:

. The Conference Rules, where you will find useful information regarding
speaking time and the size of delegations.

o The revised Programme of the Conference, which includes the interactive

General Debate around a series of thematic motions approved by the
Preparatory Committee. Additional information regarding the panels, interactive
motions and speaking preferences will be circulated separately and posted on
the event webpage at https://www.ipu.org/event/fifth-world-conference-
speakers-parliament-september-2021.

. The preliminary draft of the high-level Declaration, which will be adopted at the
end of the Conference. The Preparatory Committee invites Speakers to provide
their input on this document. The Committee will meet again in late August to
finalize the text, which is intended to be a focused and action-oriented
consensus document. We would welcome any additional suggestions or
amendments that you may have by 15 August.

I look forward to seeing as many of you as possible in Vienna in a few weeks’ time.

Yours sincerely,

e

Martin Chungong’
Secretary General
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HIGH-LEVEL DECLARATION

on parliamentary leadership for more effective
multilateralism that delivers peace and sustainable
development for the people and the planet

(draft prepared by the Preparatory Committee)

1. In August 2020, we, the Speakers of Parliament, convened for the virtual segment
of the Fifth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament. The world was five
months into a global pandemic, with over 20 million recorded cases of COVID-19
infection and at least 750,000 deaths attributed to the virus. The virtual segment
resulted in a commitment to strengthen international cooperation, solidarity and
multilateral action, not only to lead the world out of crisis, but also to transform it for
the better and to improve resilience. By July 2021, the pandemic had resulted in
over 185 million confirmed cases of COVID-19 infection and over 4 million deaths,
coupled with extensive disruptions to essential health services in several regions,
underscoring the critical need for a well-coordinated, multisectoral approach to the
health emergency, ensuring surge capacity at all levels in all countries.

2. Our declaration in August 2020 underscored the critical importance of
multilateralism and international solidarity in addressing the daunting socio-
economic challenges of our time. As we finally start to emerge from the pandemic,
this declaration rings truer than ever before. The very fact that we have been able
to meet in person in Vienna is testimony to the significant progress that has been
made through our collective efforts, in particular in terms of developing and
delivering life-saving vaccines. This Conference has granted many of us the first
opportunity in over 18 months to meet in-person to share our respective
experiences and lessons learned from the pandemic and to look forward with
renewed hope to a positive recovery, founded on our shared endeavour to build
back — and build forward — better.

3. The recovery must take account of the particular impact that the pandemic has had
on women and girls, young and elderly people, marginalized populations and
communities affected by conflict. The recovery efforts must uphold democratic
values and universal human rights. The recovery must be sustainable and green,
as well as incorporating innovative solutions to the climate crisis. A renewed
commitment by all parliamentarians worldwide to meaningful and effective
multilateralism is critical to such a recovery.



We recognize that women have made a significant contribution on the front line of the response
to the COVID-19 pandemic. And yet, the pandemic has had a disproportionate impact on
women and girls, with lockdowns leaving them more vulnerable to domestic violence and
resulting in an increased burden of caring for children and the elderly. Women have also been
more likely to lose employment or income as a result of the socio-economic downturn. All these
situations have stressed the importance of putting gender equality at the heart of the COVID-19
response and recovery. We must build back in a more gender-inclusive way and create a new
global social compact for gender equality enabling more women to contribute to the strategy
and leadership of our recovery process. Women must be part of the recovery process from
COVID-19 and the first step to achieving this is to ensure an equal and meaningful level of
representation in decision-making bodies such as parliaments and governments and the boards
of private companies.

We also acknowledge that social distancing and lockdown measures during the pandemic have
had a devastating impact on youth, limiting their access to education and reducing their
employment prospects, which has resulted in isolation and a possible surge in mental health
issues. At the same time, young adults have undertaken vital front-line roles as healthcare,
public utility and retail workers, as well as supporting their communities during the pandemic.
We recognize these critical roles and pledge to harness the positive energy and innovativeness
of young adults by making every effort to increase youth representation in our parliaments,
including by joining the IPU Campaign | Say Yes to Youth in Parliament, which is promoting
several transformative actions.

The COVID-19 pandemic has triggered a multifaceted crisis that has undermined sustainable
development goals, made States more fragile and eroded international cooperation, resulting in
worldwide increases in hunger, poverty, inequality and violence. Vulnerable countries and
marginalized populations, including refugees, people with disabilities, women, children and
elderly people, have suffered the most from this multifaceted crisis. Parliaments must rise to the
challenge by, first and foremost, protecting our core values of peace, development, democracy,
human rights and respect for the rule of law. We must also tap into the many benefits of inter-
parliamentary dialogue and cooperation in order to build bridges for better understanding, so as
to lay the foundation for a more peaceful and prosperous world where all people can live in
dignity, free from fear and from want.

A sustainable recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic will depend to a large extent on
international cooperation and solidarity. Accordingly, we reiterate our support for the World
Health Organization, in particular in terms of its work on research, rapid response and better
pandemic preparedness through enhanced cooperation among nations. We call for a
strengthening of international cooperation on vaccine research and development, production
and distribution, and improving accessibility and affordability. In this regard, vaccines must be
distributed rapidly, fairly and equitably, as well as universally. No one will be safe from
COVID-19 until everyone is safe. Innovative measures, such as voluntary licensing and
exchange of know-how and technology must be taken to enhance equitable access to
affordable vaccines and to scale up global vaccine production and distribution in the long term.
We commend the collaboration among countries, along with health organizations and
manufacturers, through the Access to COVID-19 Tools (ACT) Accelerator and the COVID-19
Vaccines Global Access (COVAX) programme. However, much remains to be done to combat
vaccine nationalism. We urge collaboration on continued research and innovation into the
treatment and elimination of COVID-19 and coronaviruses more generally, including the
debilitating long-term impacts of post-COVID-19 syndrome (also known as “long COVID").
Moreover, we call for close co-operation to prepare the world for future pandemics.

The recovery of the global economy following the COVID-19 pandemic remains uncertain and
unequal. Many countries will face huge budgetary deficits in the coming years and parliaments
must be ready to address such challenges. We believe that a fair, open, inclusive, transparent
and non-discriminatory rules-based multilateral trading system, with the World Trade
Organization at its core, remains a pivotal foundation for the global economy. We call for
increased coordination on macro-economic policy, continued efforts to strengthen sustainable
global trade and oppose protectionism, and robust measures to revitalize the global economy —
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including in terms of developing a fairer global tax system. A key component of the economic
recovery will be the advancement of the digital economy. We therefore call for efforts to address
the digital gap to ensure that everyone participates in that recovery. Parliaments should help
facilitate the development of core digital infrastructure and enhance digital skills among the
population.

The COVID-19 pandemic must not overshadow the urgency of the climate crisis. In order to
genuinely build a better future and long-term resilience, we must achieve a green, inclusive and
innovation-based growth and sustainable recovery. We remain convinced of the compelling
need to tackle climate change and reiterate the critical importance of the United Nations
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the actions and targets set out in
the Paris Agreement. We welcome increased support for the Paris Agreement, in particular the
return of the United States earlier this year as a party state to the Agreement. We express our
strong support for an ambitious and collaborative outcome from the COP26 conference in
Glasgow in November 2021, and stand ready to make a robust parliamentary contribution to
this process. We also express our deep concern about the negative impacts of the climate crisis
on human security, as climate-related disasters force more people around the world to leave
their homes. We stress the need for preventive strategies to mitigate climate risks and enhance
resilience, especially for the most vulnerable and marginalized people. We recognize the
importance of preserving biodiversity and express our support for COP15 to the Convention on
Biological Diversity, being held in Kunming, China in October 2021, under the theme of
Ecological Civilization — Building a Shared Future for all Life on Earth.

The COVID-19 pandemic has reversed years, or in some instances decades, of progress
towards the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The global economic recovery must
therefore be inclusive, with commitments to fight poverty and lessen inequality, reduce
unemployment, and improve access to education and essential services. This should nurture
renewed efforts to address the root causes of conflicts and build more peaceful, just and
inclusive societies. As the United Nations has recognized, Parliaments have a key role to play in
identifying bold and transformative actions to make the attainment of the SDGs a reality. With
less than a decade to go, we commit ourselves once again to accelerating our efforts to fully
implement the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in our work as parliamentarians.

The COVID-19 pandemic has also resulted in increasing threats to our democratic principles
and institutions. In addressing the pandemic, the legislative, executive and judicial branches of
government have had to take challenging decisions, notably curtailing freedom of movement,
which has sometimes led to disillusionment and citizens losing trust in the political processes
and in their representatives. Left unchecked, this dissonance, which is often fed by
misinformation and extremist ideology, can create serious security threats to our institutions and
to the physical safety of our legislators and staff. Governments should take people-centred
measures to restore public trust that was eroded during the pandemic. Parliaments should
serve as the centre of democratic accountability and transparency, including for COVID-19
responses, by systematically integrating public engagement into their work. This will enhance
their legitimacy and the quality of parliamentary processes.

Parliaments have remained open for business despite restrictions on their ability to meet in
person. This has led to unprecedented innovation, bringing information and communication
technologies (ICT) from the back office into the very heart of parliamentary chambers, allowing
remote working, remote sittings and even remote voting in many countries. We encourage
parliaments to continue to innovate and expand the use of digital technologies in order to be
appropriately prepared for future emergencies, enhance access to parliaments, and ultimately
increase their accountability, transparency and openness to the public.

While technology has allowed the world to remain as interconnected as possible, our increased
use of technology carries considerable risks, exposing us unnecessarily to cyber-attacks. The
internet, and in particular social media, is fertile ground for misinformation and disinformation,
discrimination, harassment, hate speech and violence. Increased mass surveillance, undue
dependence on algorithms and artificial intelligence, and digital privacy are also pressing
concerns. We call on the global community to come together and establish a multilateral
framework for regulating the use of digital technologies and imposing greater accountability on
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big tech corporations. More generally, we must work for a global consensual approach to the
management of these challenges, including data security and privacy, the consequences of
artificial intelligence, and the ethical aspect of scientific and technological innovation, in strict
compliance with our human rights obligations.

We strongly believe that a global community with a shared future for humankind has interwoven
mutual interests and aspirations. Common challenges can only be overcome through global
responses, coordination and collaboration between all our nations. We therefore reaffirm the
key role of multilateralism, with the United Nations at its core. We also firmly support the IPU’s
efforts to engage and mobilize parliaments and parliamentarians around major international
global processes and global commitments, thereby further strengthening the parliamentary
dimension of global governance. We must continue to review, revitalize and renew
multilateralism, so as to ensure that the voices of parliamentarians are heard at the United
Nations and other international fora.

We commend the Austrian Parliament and the IPU, our global organization of national
parliaments, for bringing us together for this parliamentary summit at such a historic time. We
pledge to take this Declaration back to our countries and our parliaments, and to work diligently
in following up on its key recommendations. We look forward to coming together again under
the auspices of the IPU and in cooperation with the United Nations so as to share our
experiences and report back on progress achieved.



