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Concept Note
Online Conference on Women’s Empowerment in the Arab Region: Recent Developments and the
Way Forward

27 October 2021
15:00-17:00 (CEST)

Overview

In recent years, the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region has experienced some of the largest
gains in the share of women MPs. In 2020, Egypt attained a record high of 27.7 per cent women
parliamentarians elected in the lower chamber as a result of its 25 per cent quota law?!. Since 2019, the
United Arab Emirates is home to the third most gender balanced parliament, currently at 50 per cent.
Following parliamentary renewals in 2020, 19.9 per cent of parliamentarians in Saudi Arabia are women
thanks to policies on reserved seats. The Speaker of parliament of Bahrain made history by being the first
woman to lead her parliament and the second to lead in the Arab region.

Progress has included the adoption of gender-responsive legislation in areas such as protection from
gender-based violence and the development of national plans to advance women’s empowerment in
several countries throughout the region, in compliance with the United Nations Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW).

Despite progress in several countries, taken as a whole, the proportion of women in parliament in the
region is still the lowest among all regions. Women'’s representation in parliaments in MENA reached 17.8
per cent by the beginning of 2021. Although the region has come a long way from its previous average of
4.3 per cent women MPs in 1995, gender-based challenges for women in politics are still extensive.

Parliaments have a key role to play in consolidating existing gains and achieving new ones in women’s
empowerment. In this vein, the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU), in collaboration with the International
Gender Champions (IGC), the Arab Parliament, and the Permanent Mission of the Arab Republic of
Egypt to the United Nations and other international organizations in Geneva, will bring together MPs and
international leaders to take stock of progress made and lessons learned, and charter new paths for the
promotion of Arab women’s empowerment.

The event will build on the review of Egypt in October 2021 by the Committee on the Elimination of
Discrimination against Women (CEDAW Committee) during its 80th session. The CEDAW Committee
monitors how far countries are complying with and implementing the Convention. The Committee is the
only UN treaty body to have adopted a policy on cooperation with parliaments and with the IPU.2

The IPU similarly has existing partnerships with Parliaments from throughout the Arab region in the area
of gender equality, with a previous regional conference co-organized in Egypt on SDGs and Gender
Equality in 2018. The IPU also has an ongoing cooperation agreement with the Arab Parliament on
women’s empowerment, which aims to strengthen gender equality efforts in the region.

The online conference on Women’s Empowerment in the Arab Region: Recent Developments and the
Way Forward follows through on these existing partnerships through providing a global and regional
perspective on women’s political empowerment and women’s empowerment more generally. It is an
avenue for exchange of good practices and perspectives of how this collective goal can be achieved
nationally and within the Arab region as a whole.

1 IPU. Women in Parliament in 2020. http://www.ipu.org/women-in-parliament-2020
2 OHCHR. National parliaments and the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women.
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/CEDAW/Statements/Parliamentarians.pdf
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Objective

The objective of the event is to help showcase the importance of CEDAW in advancing women’s
empowerment in all areas of life and invite panellists to showcase efforts to empower women in different
fields. The Conference aims to serve as a platform where experiences among parliamentarians can be
shared, common challenges can be identified, and solutions can be collectively devised. The event aims
at contributing to the building of strong partnerships that result in stronger action towards women’s
empowerment in parliaments in the Arab region.

Agenda and Programme

Opening session
Welcoming remarks by:

e Ms. Lesia Vasylenko, President of the IPU Bureau of Women Parliamentarians

e Mr. Adel Abdulrahman Al-Asoumi, Speaker of the Arab Parliament

e Dr. Ahmed Ihab Gamaleldin, Ambassador, Permanent Representative, Permanent Mission of the
Arab Republic of Egypt to the United Nations and other international organizations in Geneva

e Mr. Martin Chungong, Secretary-General of the IPU and Global Chair of the International Gender
Champions

Panel discussion: An overview of women’s empowerment in the Arab region

The panel discussion will focus on a regional approach to women’s empowerment, in line with the existing
partnership between the IPU and the Arab Parliament. The discussion will take place among panellists
with expertise in different fields within women’s empowerment.

1. Dr. Maya Morsy, President of the National Council for Women (Egypt)
o The story of women’s empowerment in Eqypt

2. Dr. Mastoura al-Shammari, Chair of the Arab Parliament’s Gender Equality Committee
o What are the steps that the Arab Parliament is taking towards attaining gender equality in
the region? What are the achievements and challenges?

3. Ms. Zeina Hilal, Manager of the IPU Gender and Youth Programmes
o What are the numbers of women in politics at the global and inter-parliamentary level?
What are the achievements and challenges?

4. CEDAW Member
o What are the recent developments in the Arab region with regard to CEDAW
implementation? What are the new themes addressed by the Committee (climate
change, gender parity, etc.)?
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Experience sharing session: Women’s empowerment in the Arab region

The session will focus on national approaches to women’s empowerment, looking at how specific
countries have successfully developed their policies towards achieving gender equality, including in
political representation. Panellists, followed by participants, will be invited to share good practices on legal
reforms for gender equality and women’s political empowerment, as experienced in their respective
countries.

1. Ms. Ramzy Fayez, Member of Parliament, First Vice-President of the IPU Bureau of Women
Parliamentarians (Bahrain)
o What are the recent legislative developments on women’s empowerment in Bahrain?

2. Dr. Aida Nassif, Member of Parliament and Member of the IPU Bureau of Women
Parliamentarians (Egypt)
o What is the status of women’s participation in parliament in Egypt?
o What potential does such participation have for further progress on the empowerment of
women in society?

3. Ms. Mira Al Suwaidi, Member of Parliament and Member of the IPU Bureau of Women
Parliamentarians (United Arab Emirates)
o What has been the road in the UAE towards achieving gender parity, and the political
empowerment of young women in particular?

The panellists will have 5 minutes each.

Participants will have 2 minutes to contribute to the discussion by sharing perspectives from their country
experiences.

To conclude, the Chair of the conference will wrap up the discussion.

Participants

The participants of the conference will include:

- Members of the Arab Parliament;

- Members of the IPU Bureau of Women Parliamentarians;

- Members of the Arab geopolitical Group of the IPU;

- Chairpersons and office holders of IPU committees, bureaus and working groups;
- International Gender Champions;

- Representatives of International Organizations and Permanent missions.

Reqistration link

Women’s empowerment in the Arab Region — 27 October :
https://docs.qgoogle.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpOLScEO2hLTFsiwLOXvU7pC7aFY3BzC97wrztylgCgobOQ
tb2F50Q/viewform
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