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10/4/21, 12:34 PM Gmail - Deadline extended: Applications for travel support for IGF 2021

fe K

M Gmail { N & 8h 2 .! . Arab Ipu <arab.ipu@gmail.com>
[ JO/), :fustin]

Deadline extended: Applications fortravel support for IGF 2021

parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org <parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org> Fri, Oct 1, 2021 at 3:11 PM

To: parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org

Dear Madam,
Dear Sir,

We would like to inform you that the deadline for applying for travel support to attend the 16th meeting of the
Internet Governance Forum meeting has been extended until 7 October 2021.

We kindly remind you that the 16th IGF will be held on 6-10 December 2021, in Katowice, Poland, and will include
a series of sessions dedicated to members of parliaments. Limited funds are available to support the participation
of parliamentarians from developing countries.

If you meet the eligibility criteria details in this document, we kindly encourage you to submit your applications
before the deadline. The application procedure is also detailed in the document.

For any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Thank you!

Best regards,

IGF Secretariat

*odek

Chére Madame,
Cher Monsieur,

Nous tenons a vous informer que la date limite de demande de prise en charge des frais de déplacement pour
assister a la 16e réunion du Forum sur la gouvernance de ['Internet a été proloengée jusqu'au 7 octobre 2021,

Nous vous rappelons que le 16e FGI se tiendra du 6 au 10 décembre 2021 a Katowice, en Pologne, et
comprendra une série de sessions dediées aux parlementaires. Des fonds limités sont disponibles pour soutenir la
participation des parlementaires des pays en développement.

Si vous répondez aux critéres d'éligibilité détaillés dans ce document, nous vous encourageons a soumettre vos
candidatures avant la date limite. La procédure de candidature est également détaillée dans le document.

Pour toute question, n'hésitez pas a nous contacter.
Merci!
Meilleures salutations,

Secrétariat du FGI

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=2de33a90e4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1712419352775396115&simpl=msg-f%3A1712419...
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The 16th annual IGF meeting will be hosted by the Government of Poland in Katowice
from 6-10 December, under the overarching theme: Internet United. On behalf of the
United Nations Secretary-General Mr. Antonio Guterres, all stakeholders are invited to
the 16th IGF. The IGF 2021 hybrid process, develops around the issue areas and
features a preparatory and engagement phase which includes build-up sessions on the
IGF 2021’s issue areas, development of the intersessional work as well as a series of
capacity development activities. More information about the implementation of the
hybrid format, as well as the draft IGF 2021 programme is available on the IGF website.

Third IGE 2021 Open Consultations and MAG Meeting hosted in a hybrid format from
the Palais des Nations, Geneva, Switzerland from 29 September to 1 October 2021.

Call for Nominations for the IGF 2022 MAG is open until 10 September 2021.

Registration for IGF 2021 is OPEN. All participants are required to register, regardless if
participating online or onsite. The list of already registered participants is available.

Visit the IGF 2021 Host Country website for more information about the 16th IGF
logistics such as the venue, accomodation, visas, public transportation and coronavirus
travel information.

A parliamentary track will be held in the context of IGF 2021 under the theme Legislative
approaches for a user-centric digital space. The track will include online preparatory
sessions, between September and November, and parliamentary events on 7 and 8
December.

A high level leaders track has been developed with the Government of Poland.

The list of accepted IGF 2021 workshops is available. Lists of all other accepted
sessions are also available.

IGF 2021 Call for Travel Support open until 31 August.

IGF 2021 Music Night will be on 8 December.

Second IGF 2021 Open Consultations and MAG Meeting, hosted online on 22, 23 and
30 June.

Dynamic Coalitions (DC) public survey to collect input from the IGF community on how
they see DCs and their contributions to IGF processes open until 25 July.

"Our_Digital Future' - capacity development workshop series focused on digital
transformation and cybersecurity.

Stakeholders can apply to host a networking session at the IGF 2021.


https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/invitation-to-the-sixteenth-annual-meeting-of-the-internet-%E2%80%8Egovernance-forum-igf-%E2%80%8E
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/about-hybrid-format
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-issue-areas
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/about-hybrid-format
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/about-hybrid-format
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-schedule
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-third-open-consultations-and-mag-meeting
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2022-mag-renewal
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-registration
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/igf-2021-registered-participants
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en
https://www.gov.pl/web/coronavirus
https://www.gov.pl/web/coronavirus
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-high-level-track
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-workshop-selection-results
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-schedule
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-schedule
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/supporting-participation-at-the-igf-2021
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-music-night
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-second-open-consultations-and-mag-meeting
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/public-survey-dynamic-coalitions-and-their-role-in-the-igf-ecosystem
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/our-digital-future
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-call-for-networking-session-proposals
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en

List of received |IGF 2021 session proposals.

The IGF Secretariat/UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) and the
Office of the Secretary-General’'s Envoy on Technology kindly invite all stakeholders to
join the briefing update on the proposed approach for implementation of the IGF
Multistakeholder High-level Body (MHLB) on 14 June at 13:00 UTC.

IGF 2021 Call for Session Proposals was open until 26 May, inviting all stakeholders
to consider applying for the type(s) of session that best fit their interests. Please note
that IGF 2021 will have a hybrid format, so you can apply for a session even if at
the moment you do not plan to be present onsite in Katowice.

Applications for the IGF 2021 Village Booths are open. Deadline to apply is 1 July.

Stakeholders can register their IGF 2021 Remote Hubs. Deadline to apply is 20
September.

The MAG identified main focus areas and is working on developing concrete IGF 2021
(sub)themes. The IGF 2021 Guide to Issues and Policy Questions is also available.

Summary of inputs received in a response to the consultations on para 93(a) of the
Roadmap for Digital Cooperation.

Call for NRIs to apply for financial grants open until 15 March.

The IGF 2021 _First Open Consultations and MAG Meeting were hosted
on 22, 23 and 24 February 2021.

Summary Report from Consultations on para 93(a) of the Roadmap for Digital
Cooperation hosted during the First Open Consultations and MAG Meeting.

Consultations on para 93(a) of the Roadmap for Digital Cooperation. List of inputs
received.

MAG Virtual Meeting Ill Open to All Stakeholders 9 Feb 13:00 UTC.

Launch of a new intersessional work activity: Policy Network on Environment and
Digitalisation (PNE)

IGF 2021 Call for Thematic Inputs closed on 31 January. The list of received
inputs and an analysis are available.

Call to Take Stock of IGE 2020 and Suggest Improvements for IGE 2021 was open
until 20 January. The synthesis output document is available.

MAG 2021 Appointed to plan the 16th Annual IGF Meeting.

The IGF 2020 Outputs and Infographics are available.



https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-received-session-proposals
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/briefing-update-multistakeholder-high-level-body-mhlb
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/briefing-update-multistakeholder-high-level-body-mhlb
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-call-for-session-proposals
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/about-hybrid-format
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-village
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-remote-hubs
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-focus-areas
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-guide-to-issues-and-policy-questions
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/11138/2490
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-call-for-nris-grants
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-first-open-consultations-and-mag-meeting
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-first-open-consultations-and-mag-meeting-day-1
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-first-open-consultations-and-mag-meeting-day-2
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-first-open-consultations-and-mag-meeting-day-3
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/11183/2471
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/consultations-on-paragraph-93a-of-the-roadmap-for-digital-cooperation
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/93a-public-responses
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-mag-virtual-meeting-iii
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/policy-network-on-environment-and-digitalisation-pne
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/policy-network-on-environment-and-digitalisation-pne
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-call-for-thematic-inputs
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/igf-2021-proposed-issues
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/igf-2021-proposed-issues
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/11183/2457
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/taking-stock-of-igf-2020-and-suggesting-improvements-for-igf-2021
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/11159/2432
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/mag-2021-members
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2020-outputs
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/9615/2430
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Internet Governance Forum 2021
Parliamentary track: Legislative approaches for a user-centric digital space

Practical information for the parliamentary track

The 16th annual IGF meeting will be hosted by the Government of Poland in Katowice on 6-10
December 2021, under the overarching theme Internet United.

Hybrid IGF

The 16th annual IGF will be hosted in a hybrid format. The meeting will aim at
accommodating the participation of stakeholders present onsite in Katowice or
participating online, in the same way as much as possible.

If you cannot travel to Katowice, you will be able to participate in sessions within the
parliamentary track and the overall IGF meeting via an online platform. More details will

be made available on the IGF website at https://www.intgovforum.org.

IGF 2021 schedule

The overall IGF 2021 schedule will be made available on the IGF website at
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-schedule

Registration for IGF 2021 in Katowice, Poland (including the parliamentary track on 7-8
December)

All participants — whether they plan to join the IGF in Katowice or online — are required to
register for IGF 2021 via the IGF website:

https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-registration
Please note that this registration is necessary for members of parliaments as well.

The deadline for registration is 20 November 2021.


https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/lexicon/8#IGF
https://www.intgovforum.org
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-schedule
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-registration

Registration for the online preparatory sessions

Between September and November, a series of online preparatory sessions will be held
in the lead up to the parliamentary track at IGF 2021 (details about these sessions are
available in the separate concept note).

Parliamentarians can already register for the preparatory sessions by completing this
online form: https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90340264/IGF2021

One week before each session, an e-mail with details on how to access the session will
be sent to IPU groups in national parliaments, and to the parliamentarians who
registered via the online form.

Travel support for parliamentarians

Limited funds are available to support the participation of several parliamentarians from
developing countries in IGF 2021 in Katowice. Travel support is managed by the United
Nations Department for Economic and Social Affairs.

Applications for travel support must be submitted by 30 September 2021.

Parliamentarians who meet the below eligibility criteria are invited to submit their
application via email, to Mr. Pascal Garde, at pascal.garde@un.org, with a copy to

parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org. The following information should be provided:

Name
Title (e.g. Member of parliament, Senator)
Email address
Country and city
Parliament represented
URL of the parliament
Role within the parliament
Term of office (start and end year of your mandate as member of parliament)
The type of support requested
o Partial travel support (only DSA)
o Full travel support (DSA and travel costs)

You can request full travel support or partial travel support (only the Daily Subsistence Allowance -
DSA). Please note that candidates requesting partial travel support (DSA only) may be given
preference. The DSA is intended to account for lodging, meals, gratuities and other similar
expenses.

Parliamentarians will be informed about the status of their application after the
submission deadline. For all questions about travel support, please contact Mr. Garde at
pascal.garde@un.org, with a copy to parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org.



https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90340264/IGF2021
mailto:pascal.garde@un.org
mailto:parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org
mailto:pascal.garde@un.org
mailto:parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org

Eligibility criteria
To be considered for financial support, parliamentarians must:

e Be from a Least Developed Country, Landlocked Developing Country, Small Island
Developing State or a Transitional Economy.
Be member of an official delegation of a parliament of a UN member state.
Commit to participate in the IGF 2021 parliamentary track, including the
preparatory sessions that will be held online between September and November
2021 and the parliamentary sessions in Katowice on 7-8 December.

Applicants should be aware of and be able to comply with Polish entry regulations
available on the following URLs:

Visas - IGF2021 - Gov.pl website (www.gov.pl)

Travel - Coronavirus: information and recommendations - Gov.pl website (www.gov.pl)

Dedicated mailing list

A mailing list has been set up to facilitate communication with and among members of
parliaments interested in participating in the IGF 2021 parliamentary track.

Please subscribe via

http://intgovforum.org/mailman/listinfo/parliamentarians_intgovforum.org

Interpretation

For the online preparatory sessions between September and November 2021,
interpretation will be provided in English, French and Spanish.

For the parliamentary sessions in Katowice on 7—-8 December, interpretation will be
provided in English and French, with the exception of the parliamentary roundtable on 7
December at 16:15, where interpretation will be provided in English, French, Spanish,
Arabic, Russian and Chinese.

Not to miss at IGF 2021

Ceremonial music concert & Cocktail reception: 6 December, 19:00 — 20:00 & 20:00 -
21:30 (Venue: Polish National Radio Symphony Orchestra)
IGF 2021 Opening Ceremony: 7 December, 10:00 — 11:30

IGF 2021 parliamentary track: 7—-8 December (details in the attached concept note)

Parliamentary reception: 7 December 2021 (time and location tbc)


https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/visas
https://www.gov.pl/web/coronavirus/travel
http://www.gov.pl
https://www.gov.pl/web/coronavirus/travel
http://intgovforum.org/mailman/listinfo/parliamentarians_intgovforum.org
https://nospr.org.pl/en

IGF 2021 venue

IGF 2021 will be held at the International Congress Center in Katowice.

For more information, please visit
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/the-mck-international-congress-centre

Travel and accommodation

Visa

Participants are responsible for making their own arrangements for travel and
accommodation.

Detailed information on travelling to Katowice and on accommodation options in the city
are available on the Host Country website:

https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/getting-to-the-2021-igf2

Relevant information on visa requirements are available at
https:/www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/visas

COVID-19 information and recommendations

Participants are kindly invited to periodically check the Host Country website for updated
information and recommendations related to COVID-19 (entering and leaving Poland,
rules and restrictions, protection measures, etc.).

https://www.qov.pl/web/coronavirus

Additional information

For any additional information, please visit the IGF website and the IGF 2021 Host
Country website:

https://www.intgovforum.org

https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en

Contact

For any further questions or information regarding the parliamentary track at IGF 2021,
please contact Ms. Sorina Teleanu at parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org.



https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/the-mck-international-congress-centre
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/getting-to-the-2021-igf2
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en/visas
https://www.gov.pl/web/coronavirus
https://www.intgovforum.org
https://www.gov.pl/web/igf2021-en
mailto:parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org
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Internet Governance Forum 2021
Registration for online Preparatory sessions

From 6 to 10 December 2021, the Government of the Republic of Poland will host the United
Nations 16th Internet Governance Forum (IGF) under the overarching theme of ‘Internet United’.

A Parliamentary event at the 16th IGF will take place on 7-8 December 2021 in Katowice
(Poland) and online. To register for the Parliamentary event at the 16th IGF, please visit the IGF
2021 web site https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021.

A series of online Preparatory sessions on Internet policy issues will take place from
September to November 2021. These Preparatory sessions will inform the parliamentary
outcome document from IGF 2021.

To register for the online Preparatory sessions, please complete this form.

Documentation about these events is available at https://www.ipu.org/event/parliamentary-event-
16th-internet-governance-forum-igf

For all questions, please contact parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org

Registration. Please indicate which Preparatory sessions you would like to participate in

r 23 September, 12:00 — 14:00 UTC - The Internet governance ecosystem
r 7 October, 13:00 — 14:30 UTC - Privacy rights and legitimate uses of personal data
-

21 October, 15:00 — 16:30 UTC - Balancing freedom of speech and the fight against harmful
content: the role of Internet platforms

r 4 November, 12:00 — 13:30 UTC - Al governance: automated decision-making and human-
centric approaches

™ 18 November, 13:00 — 14:30 UTC - Meet the Internet Governance Forum

The preparatory sessions will take place on Zoom. Interpretation will be provided in English,
French and Spanish. The link will be sent to registered participants one week before the event.

Country
| =

Name



https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021
https://www.ipu.org/event/parliamentary-event-16th-internet-governance-forum-igf
https://www.ipu.org/event/parliamentary-event-16th-internet-governance-forum-igf
mailto:parliamentarytrack@intgovforum.org?subject=IGF%202021%20Parliamentary%20track

Occupation

Member of Parliament
Parliamentary staff

Other (please specify)

Title
E-mail address

Gender

Female
Male

Prefer not to say

Please describe briefly your main interests and activities related to Internet policy
J | ]
Submit |




IGF 2021 Parliamentary Track
Context

In recent years, the IGF has sought to strengthen the parliamentary dimension of the
forum by facilitating the participation of parliamentarians in discussions on some of the
most pressing issues related to the use, evolution and governance of the Internet and
related digital technologies. Participants in the 2019 and 2020 parliamentary roundtables
recommended, among other issues, that national parliaments cooperate and exchange
good practices on dealing with digital policy issues.

At the 16th IGF, a parliamentary track will take place on 7—-8 December 2021 on the
theme Legislative approaches for a user-centric digital space. Building on previous
experiences and in the spirit of the United Nations (UN) General Assembly Resolution
A/RES/74/304, the event will be jointly organised by the United Nations Department of
Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA), the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the
lower chamber of the Polish parliament, the Sejm. Support will also be provided by the
Department of Digital Policy in the Chancellery of the Prime Minister of the Republic of
Poland, acting as co-facilitator and overall coordinator of the IGF 2021 from the Host
Country’s side.

In the lead-up to IGF 2021, a series of preparatory sessions will be held online allowing
Members of Parliaments to become familiar with the IGF and the broader Internet
governance ecosystem and to engage in dialogue and exchanges of experiences on key
digital policy issues. The main points emerging from these discussions will form the basis
for the output document from the parliamentary track at IGF 2021.

Key topics

Parliamentarians are invited to exchange views and share good practices on tackling
three key digital policy challenges:

DATA | Privacy rights and legitimate uses of personal data

CONTENT POLICY | Balancing freedom of speech and the fight against harmful
content: the role of Internet platforms

Al GOVERNANCE | Automated decision-making and human-centric approaches

More details on these topics are available in the parliamentary track's concept note.

Online preparatory sessions

A series of online preparatory sessions will take place between September
and November 2021.

23 September, 12:00 — 14:00 UTC | The Internet governance ecosystem
7 October, 13:00 — 14:30 UTC | Privacy rights and legitimate uses of personal data

21 October, 15:00 — 16:30 UTC | Balancing freedom of speech and the fight against
harmful content: the role of Internet platforms



https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/lexicon/8#IGF
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/7505/1807
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/9615/2349
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/231/24/PDF/N2023124.pdf?OpenElement
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/231/24/PDF/N2023124.pdf?OpenElement
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2641
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track-the-internet-governance-ecosystem
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-parliamentary-track-privacy-rights-and-legitimate-uses-of-personal-data

4 November, 12:00 — 13:30 UTC | Al governance: automated decision-making and
human-centric approaches
18 November, 13:00 — 14:30 UTC | Meet the Internet Governance Forum

These sessions will inform the parliamentary outcome document from IGF 2021.

Members of parliaments can register for the online preparatory sessions via this
form.

Parliamentary sessions at IGF 2021
During a dedicated track on 7-8 December, parliamentarians will continue the debates on
the key topics and convene in a parliamentary roundtable. They are also invited to actively
participate in all other IGF 2021 sessions and contribute their views and experiences to
the discussions.
7 December, 14:00 — 15:30 CET* | Parliamentary session 1: Privacy rights and
legitimate uses of personal data
7 December, 16:15 — 17:15 CET | IGF 2021 parliamentary roundtable
8 December, 09:30 — 11:00 CET | Parliamentary session 2: Balancing freedom of
speech and the fight against harmful content — the role of Internet platforms
8 December, 11:30 — 13:00 CET | Parliamentary session 3: Al governance —
Automated decision-making and human-centric approaches

Registration for the IGF 2021 meeting is mandatory, regardless of whether
parliamentarians intend to travel to Katowice or participate online.

Travel support

Limited funds are available to support the participation of several parliamentarians from
developing countries in IGF 2021 in Katowice. Travel support is managed by the United
Nations Department for Economic and Social Affairs.

Applications for travel support must be submitted by 7 October 2021 30-September
2021.

Details about eligibility criteria and the application process are available in this
document.

Documents & further information

Invitation (also in ER and ES)

IGF 2021 parliamentary track concept note & provisional programme (also
in FR and ES)

Practical information for the parliamentary track (also in FR and ES)

Any questions related to the parliamentary track can be addressed to
parliamentarytrack[at]intgovforum.org.

*Times are in CET (UTC+1)


https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90340264/IGF2021
https://survey.alchemer.eu/s3/90340264/IGF2021
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-schedule
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/content/igf-2021-registration
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2642
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2642
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2653
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2654
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2655
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2641
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2656
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2657
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2642
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2658
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/filedepot_download/12018/2659
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Internet Governance Forum 2021
Parliamentary track: Legislative approaches for a user-centric digital space

Concept note

Context

Key topics: Leqislative approaches for a user-centric digital space

Plan of activities

CONTEXT

From 6 to 10 December 2021, the Government of the Republic of Poland will host the United
Nations 16th Internet Governance Forum (IGF 2021) under the overarching theme Internet
United. Participants from around the world are expected to take part in this event in Katowice,
Poland and online.

In recent years, the IGF has sought to strengthen the parliamentary dimension of the forum by
facilitating the participation of parliamentarians in discussions on some of the most pressing
issues related to the use, evolution and governance of the Internet and related digital
technologies. Participants in the 2019 and 2020 parliamentary roundtables recommended,
among other issues, that national parliaments cooperate and exchange good practices on
dealing with digital policy issues.

At the 16th IGF, a parliamentary track will take place on 7-8 December 2021 on the theme
Legislative approaches for a user-centric digital space. Building on previous experiences and in
the spirit of the United Nations (UN) General Assembly Resolution A/RES/74/304, the event will
be jointly organised by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN
DESA), the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the lower chamber of the Polish parliament,
the Sejm. Support will also be provided by the Department of Digital Policy in the Chancellery of
the Prime Minister of the Republic of Poland, acting as co-facilitator and overall coordinator of
the IGF 2021 from the Host Country's side.

In the lead-up to IGF 2021, a series of preparatory sessions will be held online allowing
Members of Parliaments to become familiar with the IGF and the broader Internet governance
ecosystem and to engage in dialogue and exchanges of experiences on key digital policy


https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/7505/1807
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/9615/2349
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N20/231/24/PDF/N2023124.pdf?OpenElement

issues. The main points emerging from these discussions will form the basis for the output
document from the parliamentary track at IGF 2021.

KEY TOPICS: LEGISLATIVE APPROACHES FOR A USER-CENTRIC DIGITAL SPACE

The technologically-oriented world we live in is abundant in contradictions and divergent policy
approaches, making it increasingly difficult to enact appropriate and future-proof legislation.
Should we merely accept these challenges as being inherent to the digital world, or seek more
interoperable and convergent policy and legislative approaches to building digital trust and
enabling a more user-centric digital space? When we consider ways to address pressing digital
policy issues, can we envision solutions that work across jurisdictions, while being mindful of
specific national and cultural differences?

How can we keep the Internet and the broader digital space open, and, at the same time, safe
and secure? How can parliaments contribute to ensuring that the solutions we devise to digital
policy challenges are human-centric and have users at their core? Having in mind the
conclusions of the parliamentary roundtables at IGF 2019 and IGF 2020, we invite
parliamentarians to exchange views and share good practices on tackling three key digital
policy challenges.

DATA | Privacy rights and legitimate uses of personal data

More and more entities providing services in the digital world — be they private entities or public
bodies - request our personal data. They persuade us that it is necessary to either better
customise their services to our needs, or to protect the public interest, in particular public safety
or security. Is the processing of an increasing amount of personal data really necessary for
such purposes? If so, under what conditions should personal data be collected, analysed and
shared? And how can we avoid abuses of personal data by both private and public entities? Can
we enjoy high-quality digital services without jeopardising our privacy and data protection
rights? What legislative solutions have been put in place around the world to tackle such
challenges, and how do they work together in the framework of a borderless digital space? What
is still missing?

CONTENT POLICY | Balancing freedom of speech and the fight against harmful
content: the role of Internet platforms

Diversity of opinions, freedom of speech and exchanges of views form the core

of democracy. The Internet has made it easier to exercise these rights, but it has also created
new opportunities for abuse. Harmful content — such as misinformation and disinformation - is
now easily spread online, sometimes with dire consequences for democracy itself and for
human rights. How do we ensure a proper balance between guaranteeing freedom of
expression and fighting harmful content? What are the roles and responsibilities of different
stakeholders (online platforms, governments, etc.) in assessing what harmful content is and


https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/7505/1807
https://www.intgovforum.org/multilingual/index.php?q=filedepot_download/9615/2349

how to deal with it? Are current legal frameworks (especially those establishing liability regimes
for Internet intermediaries) fit for purpose or do they need adjustment?

Al GOVERNANCE | Automated decision-making and human-centric approaches

Artificial intelligence (Al) is now at the core of multiple digital services and products, from
guiding our online experiences to powering smart devices. Some of the choices we now make in
the digital space are influenced (to various degrees) by Al algorithms, often in ways that we are
not aware of. Algorithms also influence (or even determine) some of the decisions others make
about us (e.g. in the context of hiring processes). What are the parliamentary actions that could
maximise the potential benefits of Al while limiting the risks? Do we need to place some limits
on when and how Al is used? How can we ensure that human rights are not an after-thought in
the context of Al-based decision-making?

OUTPUT FROM THE PARLIAMENTARY TRACK

Parliamentarians from around the world are invited to discuss these issues with experts, share
their views on the proposed topics, explore the questions at hand, and exchange opinions and
experience on (existing or potential) legislative solutions. The main messages that emerge from
these exchanges (with potential guidelines, suggestions and recommendations for parliaments)
will be captured as the formal output of the IGF 2021 parliamentary track.

PLAN OF ACTIVITIES

Preparatory sessions: September — November 2021, online

In a series of online meetings spread between September and November, parliamentarians will
have an opportunity to:

e Familiarise themselves with the IGF and the Internet governance ecosystem, and
e Discuss the three key topics, during interactions with renowned subject-matter experts.

Parliamentary events at IGF 2021: 7-8 December 2021
During a dedicated track on 7—8 December, parliamentarians will:
e Continue the debates on the key topics (Katowice & online)

Building on the discussions during the preparatory sessions, parliamentarians will
continue their exchanges about legislative action to address the digital policy challenges
highlighted.

e Convene in a parliamentary roundtable (Katowice & online)

This public session will be built around the outcomes of the discussions on the three key
themes of the IGF 2021 parliamentary track.

Participation in IGF 2021: 6—10 December 2021, Katowice & online



Parliamentarians are invited to actively participate in all other IGF 2021 sessions and contribute
their views and experiences to the discussions. The overall programme will be made available
on the IGF website.

Calendar of activities

Date Focus

Preparatory sessions for the parliamentary track (online)

23 September, [optional| The Internet governance ecosystem

12:00 - 14:00 e How the Internet works

uTC e Key elements of the Internet Governance ecosystem

7 October, Privacy rights and legitimate uses of personal data

13:00 — 14:30

uTcC

21 October, Balancing freedom of speech and the fight against harmful content:

15:00 - 16:30 the role of Internet platforms

uTcC

4 November, Al governance: automated decision-making and human-centric

12:00 - 13:30 approaches

uTC

18 November, [optional] Meet the Internet Governance Forum

13:00 - 14:30 e Overview of IGF processes

uTC e Discussions with the Multistakeholder Advisory Group, Dynamic
Coalitions, Best Practice Forums, Policy Networks, and National,
Regional and Youth IGF Initiatives.

Parliamentary events at IGF 2021 | 7-8 December (Katowice & online)
Times are in CET (UTC+1)

6 December, Ceremonial music concert & Cocktail reception

19:00 - 20:00 &

20:00 - 21:30

7 December, IGF 2021 Opening Ceremony

10:00 - 11:30

7 December, Parliamentary session 1: Privacy rights and legitimate uses of
14:00 - 15:30 personal data

7 December, IGF 2021 parliamentary roundtable

16:15-17:15




7 December, Parliamentary reception

time and location

tbc

8 December, Parliamentary session 2: Balancing freedom of speech and the fight
09:30 - 11:00 against harmful content — the role of Internet platforms

8 December, Parliamentary session 3: Al governance — Automated decision-making
11:30 - 13:00 and human-centric approaches

MPs are also cordially invited to participate in other IGF 2021 activities.
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