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Interactive Panel of Experts on the potential of
parliamentary processes to advance the
universalization of the ATT

Thursday, 2 September 2021

Summary

16:30 - 18:00 (CEST)

The Inter-Parliamentary Union, with the support and participation of the
permanent mission of Sierra Leone to the United Nation in Geneva, is organizing
an interactive panel of experts on the potential of parliamentary engagement to
advance the universalization of the ATT as a side event to the 7th Conference of
State Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty.

In May 2006, the 114th IPU Assembly adopted a resolution on Strengthening
Control of Trafficking in Small Arms and Light Weapons and their Ammunition
that called on parliaments to engage actively in efforts to combat SALW
proliferation and encouraged them to agree to a set of global principles for
international arms transfers. In 2014, the Arms Trade Treaty entered into force,
with a current 110 members. The treaty regulates the international trade in
conventional arms and seeks to prevent and eradicate the illicit trade in
conventional arms and their diversion.

Armed violence continues to cause more than half a million casualties every year,
and over 80 countries are yet to take meaningful and effective steps towards
stopping it from impairing political stability, public safety and development.
However, even though high fatality rates from illicit gun violence seriously
jeopardize public safety in these countries, public debate on joining the ATT
remains limited and undeveloped.

In this context, parliaments and parliamentarians, as people’s representatives, can
provide alternative channels to guide safety structures and economic
development in their countries. They can advocate and legislate for societies free
of armed violence in which their constituents can prosper and, in so doing,
promote the Arms Trade Treaty as a tool to eradicate the root of illicit weapons
proliferation. To increase parliamentary engagement with the issue of illicit arm
flows the IPU has established a project that gathers parliamentarians of States


https://www.thearmstradetreaty.org/csp-7.html?templateId=1356796
https://www.thearmstradetreaty.org/csp-7.html?templateId=1356796
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/114/114-1.htm
https://thearmstradetreaty.org/treaty-text.html?templateId=209884

that are not yet a party to the ATT to discuss and address the specific roadblocks
that are holding them back from joining.

The side-event to the CSP7 will introduce this parliamentary project, raise
awareness about the potential of parliamentary engagement in eradicating illicit
arms flows, and incite early support amongst the permanent missions and in
parliamentary circles.


https://www.thearmstradetreaty.org/CSP7_side-events

Seventh Conference of States Parties (CSP7)
Welcome to the homepage of CSP7

The Seventh Conference of States Parties (CSP7) to the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) is
scheduled to take place as follows:

Date: 30 August - 03 September 2021
Venue: Centre International de Conférences Genéve (CICG), Geneva, Switzerland
Time: 13:00 - 16:00 (CET)

All the information to facilitate your participation in CSP7 can be found via the menues on this
page.

If you require any additional information or assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the
ATT Secretariat at: info@thearmstradetreaty.org

CSP7 OPENING SESSION

1. The opening session of the Conference will take place on Monday, 30 August 2021,
from 13h00 -13h45 and will be addressed by the following invited speakers:

1. H.E. Professor David J. FRANCIS, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation, Republic of Sierra Leone

2. H.E. Mr. Sheik Omar FAYE, Minister of Defence, Republic of the Gambia

3. H.E. Mme Marie-Gabrielle INEICHEN-FLEISCH, State Secretary for Economic Affairs,
the Swiss Confederation

4. H.E. Ms. lzumi NAKAMITSU, Under-Secretary-General and High Representative for
Disarmament Affairs

5. H.E. Mr. Gilles CARBONNIER, Vice-President, International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC)

6. Mr. Eugine NGALIM, Executive Director, Cameroon Youth and Students Forum for
Peace (Control Arms)

THEMATIC DISCUSSION ON SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS AND STOCKPILE
MANAGEMENT

2. The thematic discussion on Small Arms and Light Weapons, and Stockpile
Management will take place from 14h00 to 15h00. The session will take the format of a panel
discussion involving the following persons:

1. H.E. Ambassador Lansana GBERIE, President of Conference, (Facilitator)

2. H.E. Professor David J. FRANCIS, Minister of Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation, Republic of Sierra Leone, (Panelist 1)

3. H.E. Sr. Marcelo EBRARD CASAUBON, Secretary of Exterior Relations, United
Mexican States, (Panelist 2)

4. Lt. Gen Badreldin Elamin ABDELGADIR, Executive Secretary: Regional Centre on
Small Arms (RECSA), (Panelist 3)

5. Dr. Jovana CARAPIC, Programme Manager, Ammunition Management Advisory Team
(AMAT), (Panelist 4)
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