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Inter-Parliamentary Union
For democracy. For everyone.

Dear colleagues,

On behalf of the National Assembly of Bahrain, | am pleased to share with you the official letter of

Invitation to the 146t Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union to be held in Manama from 11 to
15 March 2023, as well as the General Information document.

Please consult the website of the Host Parliament (https://ipu.bh — operational soon) for
information on hotel reservations, entry visas and other practical aspects for your travel to Bahrain.

| would also like to take this opportunity to bring to your attention the IPU Voting Table, as
circulated with the Assembly Convocation (attached for ease of reference).

It has recently been brought to our attention that some of the information included in the Table may
be outdated. We would therefore kindly request that you carefully review the attached provisional
voting table of the 1461PU Assembly and let us know by 15 February 2023, at the latest, if there
are any discrepancies in terms of the population size of your country. We would need a formal
communication to this effect, based on official national data such as the most recent population
census. This information is used to calculate the number of votes to which each delegation is
entitled at the Assembly.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a joyful holiday season and a very happy,
healthy and peaceful New Year!

Ambassador Anda Filip | Director, Member Parliaments and External Relations

Inter-Parliamentary Union

Chemin du Pommier 5

Case Postale 330

1218 Le Grand-Saconnex - Switzerland
www.ipu.org

T +4122919 41 50

F +41 22 919 41 60

Twitter | Facebook | Flickr | YouTube | Instagram | LinkedIn

This email (and any attachments) is confidential to the intended recipient(s). It may contain

https:/mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=2de33a90e4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1752181126365725639&simpl=msg-f%3A1752181... 1/3
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privileged or proprietary information. If you have received it in error, please delete it from
yoursystem and notify the sender immediately. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or copying is not
permitted.The content does not necessarily reflect the official views of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) unless specifically stated. No liability is accepted for damage caused by any virus
unintentionally transmitted by this email.
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Union interparlementaire
Pour la démocratie. Pour tous.

Chers collégues,

Au nom de I'Assemblée nationale de Bahrein, j'ai le plaisir de vous transmettre la lettre officielle

d'invitation a la 146° Assemblée de I'Union interparlementaire, qui se tiendra @ Manama du 11 au
15 mars 2023, ainsi que le document d'information générale.

Veuillez consulter le site web du Parlement héte (https://ipu.bh — bientdt opérationnel) pour obtenir
des informations sur les réservations d'hétel, les visas d'entrée et d'autres aspects pratiques pour
votre voyage a Bahrein,

J'aimerais également profiter de cette occasion pour attirer votre attention sur le tableau de vote
de I'UIP, tel qu'il a été distribué avec la convocation de I'Assemblée (ci-joint pour plus de facilité).
Il a recemment été porté a notre attention que certaines des informations incluses dans le tableau
pourraient étre obsolétes. Nous vous demandons donc de bien vouloir examiner attentivement le

tableau de vote provisoire de la 146° Assemblée de I'UIP ci-joint et de nous faire savoir d'ici le 15
février 2023, au plus tard, s'il existe des divergences avec le nombre d'habitants de votre pays.
Nous aurions besoin d'une communication officielle & cet effet, basée sur des données nationales
officielles telles que le dernier recensement de la population. Ces informations sont utilisées pour
calculer le nombre de voix auquel chaque délégation a droit & IAssemblée.

Nous profitons de cette occasion pour vous souhaiter & tous de joyeuses fétes de fin d'année et
une trés bonne nouvelle année, pleine de santé et de paix !

Ambassador Anda Filip | Directrice, Parlements membres et Relations extérieures

Inter-Parliamentary Union

Chemin du Pommier 5

Case Postale 330

1218 Le Grand-Saconnex - Switzerland
www.ipu.org

T +412291941 50
F +41 229194160

Twitter | Facebook | Flickr | YouTube | Instagram | LinkedIn

This email (and any attachments) is confidential to the intended recipient(s). It may contain
privileged or proprietary information. If you have received it in error, please delete it from
yoursystem and notify the sender immediately. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or copying is not
permitted.The content does not necessarily reflect the official views of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) unless specifically stated. No liability is accepted for damage caused by any virus
unintentionally transmitted by this email.
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'E 146Assembly-Inviation-letter-e.pdf
510K

.@ 146Assembly-Inviation-letter-f.pdf
583K

'E General information-e.pdf
229K

@ General information-f.pdf
225K

.@ Votes-e.pdf
202K

E Votes-f.pdf
345K
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Inter-Parliamentary Union
For democracy. For everyone

146th IPU Assembly

Manama (11-15 March 2023)

8 December 2022

Dear Madam/Mr. President,
Dear Madam/Mr. Speaker,

On behalf of the Shura Council and the Council of Representatives of Bahrain, it is an honour and a
pleasure to invite you to participate in the 146th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and related
meetings, to be held in Manama, Bahrain from 11 to 15 March 2023.

Out of our belief in the importance of the Inter-Parliamentary Union as the largest international
parliamentary platform that brings together the parliaments of the world to discuss urgent matters and
issues of global concern, enhance international cooperation and encourage multilateral dialogue, the
Kingdom of Bahrain will host the 146th Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and related
meetings.

The theme of the General Debate is Promoting peaceful coexistence and inclusive societies:
Fighting intolerance. The General Debate will provide an opportunity for parliaments to discuss the
importance of peaceful coexistence and the need to combat intolerance to ensure inclusive societies
based on the foundations of democracy and peace. A concept note on the theme of the General Debate
is attached to this letter for further details. All Members are invited to actively participate by presenting
points of view and solutions regarding the General Debate, which is undoubtedly one of the most
important topics directly affecting democracy and world peace.

The Parliament of Bahrain, with its two chambers, will be keen to facilitate all matters related to the stay
of delegations in Manama. We encourage the participating delegations to initiate early registration
through the IPU website, which starts on 12 December 2022. All information relating to Assembly
hotels, visas and public health is available on the Assembly website at https://ipu.bh.

We look forward to your esteemed participation with your delegation in the 146th IPU Assembly and
related meetings, and we wish you a happy stay in the Kingdom of Bahrain.

Fawzia B.int Abdulla Zainal Ali Saleh Alsaleh
Speaker of the Council of Representatives Speaker of the Shura Council

Yours sincerely,

#IPU146
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Parliamentary Union

For democracy. For everyone

#IPU146

146th IPU Assembly

Manama (11-15 March 2023)

GENERAL INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS

The 146th Assembly and related meetings of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) will be held at Exhibition
World Bahrain (EWB) in Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain, from 11 to 15 March 2023.

Registration and Assembly badges

Delegations are encouraged to register online by Friday, 3 March 2023 at the latest through the registration
link on the 146th Assembly webpage: https://www.ipu.org/event/146th-assembly-and-related-meetings.

On-site registration will be open on:

. Thursday, 9 March from 09:00 to 18:00;

. Friday, 10 March to Tuesday, 14 March from 08:00 to 18:30; and
o Wednesday, 15 March from 08:00 to 18:00.

Press and media accreditation

Only confirmed members of the press and media will receive media accreditation. A letter from your media
outlet and a copy of your press card should be submitted to press@ipu.org in support of your online
registration.

A Press Centre will be operational from Friday, 10 March to Wednesday, 15 March 2023. For all requests,
please contact the Communications Team at: press@ipu.org.

The IPU is deeply committed to respecting the privacy of its Members and partners. For more information
about how the IPU uses its data consult our Privacy Statement.

Accommodation

Participants are required to arrange their own accommodation for their stay in Manama. The Host
Parliament has selected several hotels close to the Assembly venue as official hotels. The list of official
Assembly hotels and a link to the booking form are available on the website https://ipu.bh. For additional
information, please contact: iputravel@bahrain.com.

Participants are required to cover their own accommodation and travel expenses, as well as the cost of
international health/travel insurance and other incidentals.

To facilitate the booking process, please send confirmation of attendance and the composition of your
delegation, including arrival dates and the name of the hotel of your choice, no later than 15 February 2023
to: iputravel@bahrain.com.
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Visa formalities

Visas will be issued free of charge to all official delegates registered to attend the 146th Assembly in
Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain. All delegates should complete the visa form, which can be downloaded
from https://ipu.bh, and on completion forward it to ipuvisa@bahrain.com. For further information
please phone: +973 17888444.

Once the form has been sent, delegates will receive a reply from the visa team confirming receipt. A
further update will follow once the visa has been issued or if any further details are required.

Once the visa has been issued, an email will be sent to delegates informing them that their visa has
been granted. They will be provided with a link to the Kingdom of Bahrain’s e-visa service, along with a
reference number. Using this information, they will be able to download their visa from the website.

Security

The Host Parliament will take the necessary measures to ensure the security and safety of all
participants and their belongings during the 146th IPU Assembly in the Kingdom of Bahrain. In this
connection, delegates are requested to wear their 146th IPU Assembly badges AT ALL TIMES, both at
the Assembly venue and at all official events to which they are invited.

As part of the security arrangements, all persons and personal items (bags / luggage) will be screened
at the entrance to the Assembly venue.

ID badges will be colour-coded to assist security personnel. All lost badges must be reported
immediately to the registration and information desk. Delegates are kindly requested to make their
badges available for security checks at the entrance to EWB.

TRANSPORTATION

Flights — Gulf Air

Gulf Air, the national airline of the Kingdom of Bahrain, is providing “IPU preferred rates” for flights to
and from any of the sectors they serve. A Gulf Air booking form is available on https://ipu.bh for
booking requests. For additional information, please contact iputravel@bahrain.com.

Arrival and departure

All delegations are requested to provide accurate arrival and departure information (date and time of
arrival and departure, as well as flight details) for their delegates to iputravel@bahrain.com.

There will be a welcome desk for all participants at Bahrain International Airport. The Host Parliament
will provide transport for all delegates upon arrival to their official hotels and for their departure.

Shuttle services will be available from the Assembly hotels to EWB as well as to all official events for
the duration of the Assembly. The schedule will be displayed at the information desk in the Assembly
hotels. If your delegation wishes to rent a vehicle, please send your request for a vehicle accredited by
the host authorities by email to iputravel@bahrain.com.

ON-SITE AND OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION
Insurance

It is recommended that participants take out their own insurance policies against risks. All delegates
should also have international health insurance when traveling to the Kingdom of Bahrain.


https://ipu.bh/
mailto:ipuvisa@bahrain.com
https://ipu.bh/
mailto:iputravel@bahrain.com
mailto:iputravel@bahrain.com
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Bilateral meetings

A limited number of rooms will be dedicated to bilateral meetings / closed meetings. Bilateral meeting
rooms will be available from 10 to 15 March 2023, and can be reserved for 30-minute slots, according
to availability of rooms, on a “first-come, first-served” basis. Reservation of bilateral meeting rooms will
be opened from 1 February and can be addressed to IPU Conference Services at conf-
services@ipu.org, with the subject line “146 bilateral meeting request”.

Internet
Free Wi-Fi is available throughout the venue.

Medical services

First-aid services and medical staff will be available at the respective hotels and the Assembly venue.
All medical services will be at the participants’ own expense. Please ensure that you have international
health insurance. Persons under special medical treatment are advised to bring sufficient medication.
The Secretariat of the Host Parliament must be informed of specific medical or other indications
(dietary needs, allergy, limited mobility) as soon as possible (this information may be included during
online registration) so that the necessary precautions or measures can be taken.

There are five IPU referral hospitals in Bahrain: Bahrain Defence Force Hospital, Salmaniya Medical
Complex, King Hamad University Hospital, Awali Hospital and Royal Bahrain Hospital. These five
hospitals will provide medical services in case of need during the event.

Additional services at the Assembly venue:

ATM / currency exchange

Print on demand service

Restaurants and cafés

Travel desk

PCR / antigen testing on request — Medical Centre

OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION
Climate and weather
Temperatures in March are on average 18 to 25 °C.

Time
The time in Bahrain is GMT+3.

Electricity supply

The power supply in Bahrain is 230V AC, 50Hz. Electrical sockets are 3-pin square (UK). Most hotels
provide adaptors on request.

Telecommunications
The following Bahraini mobile telecommunication service providers are available:

° Batelco
° Zain
° STC

Mobile telephone service companies provide internet via GPRS, 3G, 4G and 5G. Cell phone SIM cards
are widely available. However, every SIM card user/buyer in Bahrain is expected by law to be
registered for activation on presentation of an identification document (ID card or passport). The SIM
card can be registered at the point of purchase.


mailto:conf-services@ipu.org
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Banking services and currency

The local currency is the Bahraini Dinar (BHD). Exchange rates are pegged to the US dollar. Normal
banking hours are from 07:30 to 14:00 from Sunday to Thursday. Banking services are available at all
commercial banks. Most banks have cash dispensing machines accepting Visa and MasterCard.
Foreign exchange facilities are available in all parts of Manama city.

Most internationally recognized currencies can be exchanged at commercial banks, hotels and at
Bahrain International Airport. Major credit cards are accepted in most hotels, restaurants and shops.

Business and shopping hours

Public offices open from 07:00 to 14:15 from Sunday to Thursday. The usual business opening hours
are from 08:00 to 18:00, Sunday to Thursday and range between 10:00 to 22:00 on weekends. Most
shopping malls are open from 10:00 to 22:00 daily.

Smoking

Smoking, including electronic cigarettes, is not permitted inside any venue in Bahrain. Details of
designated smoking areas at the meeting venues will be communicated.

CUSTOMS REGULATIONS

Any delegate that wishes to bring specialist electronic equipment into Bahrain should complete a
Customs Form that can be downloaded from website https://ipu.bh. For further information or
clarification, please contact ipuinfo@bahrain.com or phone: +973 17888444.

NEED MORE INFO ABOUT BAHRAIN?

Additional information and assistance can be readily obtained from the 146th Assembly Secretariat of
the Parliament of Bahrain at:

Telephone : +97317888444

Email : ipuinfo@bahrain.com
Website :  https://ipu.bh

OFFICIAL EVENTS AND RECEPTIONS

Thursday, 9 March

Reception for the IPU Executive Committee
Venue . to be confirmed

Time : 19:00-20:30

Saturday, 11 March
Inaugural Ceremony

Venue : Plenary Hall (EWB)
Time 19:00 - 20:00
Reception for Heads of Delegations
Venue . EWB

Time : 20:30 -22:00

Sunday, 12 March

Luncheon for Speakers of Parliament (only)
Venue . EWB

Time © 13:15-14:30


https://ipu.bh/
mailto:ipuinfo@bahrain.com
mailto:ipuinfo@bahrain.com
https://ipu.bh/

Reception offered by the President of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians
Venue . to be confirmed
Time : 19:00 - 21:00

Monday, 13 March
Evening reserved for Embassy receptions

Tuesday, 14 March

Cultural Evening

Venue : Bahrain Museum
Time :19:30 - 22:00
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A/146/C.1
Annex 3

PROVISIONAL TABLE SHOWING THE ALLOCATION OF VOTES

AT THE 146th ASSEMBLY

(According to Article 15.2 of the Statutes)

Votes Population Votes Total
MEMBERS under in under number
(a) millions (b) of votes
1. Afghanistan® 10 24.1 4 14
2. Albania 10 3.0 1 11
3. Algeria 10 41.3 6 16
4. Andorra 10 0.08 0 10
5. Angola 10 25.7 4 14
6. Argentina 10 41.0 6 16
7. Armenia 10 3.4 1 11
8. Australia 10 21.0 4 14
9. Austria 10 8.4 2 12
10. Azerbaijan 10 10.1 3 13
11. Bahrain 10 1.2 1 11
12. Bangladesh 10 153.0 10 20
13. Belarus 10 10.2 3 13
14. Belgium 10 11.2 3 13
15. Benin 10 7.6 2 12
16. Bhutan 10 0.7 0 10
17. Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 10 6.7 2 12
18. Bosnia and Herzegovina 10 4.3 1 11
19. Botswana 10 1.3 1 11
20. Brazil 10 204.4 12 22
21. Bulgaria 10 8.5 2 12
22. Burkina Faso 10 104 3 13
23. Burundi 10 10.1 3 13
24. Cabo Verde 10 0.3 0 10
25. Cambodia 10 14.6 3 13
26. Cameroon 10 12.9 3 13
27. Canada 10 30.8 5 15
28. Central African Republic 10 5.1 2 12
29. Chad 10 11.3 3 13
30. Chile 10 15.1 3 13
31. China 10 1,200.0 13 23
32. Colombia 10 29.5 4 14
33. Comoros 10 0.7 0 10
34. Congo 10 1.9 1 11
35. Costa Rica 10 3.3 1 11
36. Céte d'lvoire 10 15.5 3 13
37. Croatia 10 4.8 1 11
38. Cuba 10 10.2 3 13
39. Cyprus 10 0.7 0 10
40. Czech Republic 10 10.5 3 13
41. Dem. People's Rep. of Korea 10 20.9 4 14
42. Dem. Republic of the Congo 10 56.8 7 17
43. Denmark 10 5.2 2 12
44. Djibouti 10 0.79 0 10
45. Dominican Republic 10 9.0 2 12
46. Ecuador 10 14.0 3 13
47. Egypt 10 100.1 10 10
48. El Salvador 10 5.3 2 12
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Votes Population Votes Total
MEMBERS under in under number
(a) millions (b) of votes
49. Equatorial Guinea 10 1.0 1 11
50. Estonia 10 1.5 1 11
51. Eswatini 10 1.1 1 11
52. Ethiopia 10 87.9 9 19
53. Federated States of Micronesia 10 0.10 0 10
54, Fiji 10 0.80 0 10
55, Finland 10 5.4 2 12
56. France 10 65.8 8 18
57. Gabon 10 1.0 1 11
58. Gambia (The) 10 1.5 1 11
59. Georgia 10 4.7 1 11
60. Germany 10 81.3 9 19
61. Ghana 10 25.0 4 14
62. Greece 10 10.2 3 13
63. Guatemala 10 8.2 2 12
64. Guinea 10 10.6 3 13
65. Guinea-Bissau 10 1.5 1 11
66. Guyana 10 0.76 0 10
67. Haiti 10 10.2 3 13
68. Honduras 10 8.1 2 12
69. Hungary 10 10.4 3 13
70. Iceland 10 0.31 0 10
71. India 10 1,000.3 13 23
72. Indonesia 10 206.0 12 22
73. Iran (Islamic Republic of) 10 81.0 9 19
74. Irag 10 38.1 5 15
75. Ireland 10 4.5 1 11
76. Israel 10 6.7 2 12
77. Italy 10 57.0 7 17
78. Japan 10 123.6 10 20
79. Jordan 10 55 2 12
80. Kazakhstan 10 17.0 3 13
81. Kenya 10 38.6 5 15
82. Kuwait 10 2.2 1 11
83. Kyrgyzstan 10 5.5 2 12
84. Lao People's Dem. Rep. 10 5.6 2 12
85. Latvia 10 2.7 1 11
86. Lebanon 10 2.4 1 11
87. Lesotho 10 2.1 1 11
88. Libya 10 3.9 1 11
89. Liechtenstein 10 0.03 0 10
90. Lithuania 10 3.9 1 11
91. Luxembourg 10 0.4 0 10
92. Madagascar 10 20.6 4 14
93. Malawi 10 13.9 3 13
94, Malaysia 10 22.7 4 14
95. Maldives 10 0.35 0 10
96. Mali 10 16.4 3 13
97. Malta 10 0.3 0 10
98. Marshall Islands 10 0.05 0 10
99. Mauritania 10 3.1 1 11
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Votes Population Votes Total
MEMBERS under in under number
(a) millions (b) of votes
100. Mauritius 10 1.02 1 11
101. Mexico 10 104.0 10 20
102. Monaco 10 0.03 0 10
103. Mongolia 10 2.9 1 11
104. Montenegro 10 0.62 0 10
105. Morocco 10 31.5 5 15
106. Mozambique 10 12.1 3 13
107. Myanmar* 10 60.3 8 18
108. Namibia 10 1.5 1 11
109. Nepal 10 26.4 4 14
110. Netherlands 10 15.3 3 13
111. New Zealand 10 5.1 2 12
112. Nicaragua 10 5.1 2 12
113. Niger 10 16.5 3 13
114. Nigeria 10 140.4 10 20
115. North Macedonia 10 2.3 1 11
116. Norway 10 5.0 2 12
117. Oman 10 5.2 2 12
118. Pakistan 10 160.9 11 21
119. Palau 10 0.02 0 10
120. Palestine 10 3.9 1 11
121. Panama 10 1.7 1 11
122. Papua New Guinea 10 7.3 2 12
123. Paraguay 10 5.7 2 12
124, Peru 10 23.0 4 14
125. Philippines 10 100.9 10 20
126. Poland 10 38.5 5 15
127. Portugal 10 10.3 3 13
128. Qatar 10 2.6 1 11
129. Republic of Korea 10 50.8 7 17
130. Republic of Moldova 10 4.3 1 11
131. Romania 10 23.0 4 14
132. Russian Federation 10 148.8 10 20
133. Rwanda 10 6.2 2 12
134. Saint Lucia 10 0.18 0 10
135. Saint Vincent and the 10 0.11 0 10
Grenadines
136. Samoa 10 0.17 0 10
137. San Marino 10 0.02 0 10
138. Sao Tome and Principe 10 0.16 0 10
139. Saudi Arabia 10 27.1 4 14
140. Senegal 10 7.0 2 12
141. Serbia 10 9.7 2 12
142. Seychelles 10 0.08 0 10
143. Sierra Leone 10 4.9 1 11
144. Singapore 10 5.08 2 12
145. Slovakia 10 5.2 2 12
146. Slovenia 10 1.9 1 11
147. Somalia 10 10.4 3 13
148. South Africa 10 51.7 7 17
149. Spain 10 47 6 16
150. South Sudan 10 10.0 3 13
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Votes Population Votes Total
MEMBERS under in under number
(a) millions (b) of votes
151. Sri Lanka 10 17.0 3 13
152. Suriname 10 0.4 0 10
153. Sweden 10 10.0 3 13
154. Switzerland 10 8.4 2 12
155. Syrian Arab Republic 10 18.7 3 13
156. Tajikistan 10 5.1 2 12
157. Thailand 10 60.1 8 18
158. Timor-Leste 10 0.92 0 10
159. Togo 10 5.4 2 12
160. Tonga 10 0.10 0 10
161. Trinidad and Tobago 10 1.22 1 11
162. Tunisia 10 10.2 3 13
163. Tlrkiye 10 82.3 9 19
164. Turkmenistan 10 6.2 2 12
165. Tuvalu 10 0.01 0 10
166. Uganda 10 34.6 5 15
167. Ukraine 10 50.1 7 17
168. United Arab Emirates 10 2.5 1 11
169. United Kingdom 10 60.2 8 18
170. United Rep. of Tanzania 10 34.4 5 15
171. Uruguay 10 3.2 1 11
172. Uzbekistan 10 32.0 5 15
173. Vanuatu 10 0.27 0 10
174. Venezuela (Bolivarian Rep. of) 10 30.0 5 15
175. Viet Nam 10 90.3 9 19
176. Yemen 10 30.4 5 15
177. Zambia 10 10.9 3 13
178. Zimbabwe 10 10.4 3 13

Countries participating in the IPU in a non-voting observer capacity, in accordance with the decision
of the 209th Governing Council in Nusa Dua




