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Invitation : IPU -UN Women annual Parliamentary meeting during the 66th session of the CSW (virtual event, 14 March 2022)

/l Invitation : Réunion parlementaire de I'UIP et ONU Femmes a I'occasion de la 66ame session CSW (en ligne, 14 mars
2022)

posthox <postbox@ipu.org> Tue, Feb 8, 2022 at 3

(Frangais ci-dessous)
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The role of women'’s leadership and gender-responsive parliaments in climate action

A parliamentary event organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and UN Women

at the 661h Session of the Commission on the Status of Women in line with the priority theme Achieving gender equality and the empowsrment of all women and girls in the context of climate chang
environmental and disaster risk reduction policies and programmes

Monday 14 March 2022, virtual event
Dear Madam, Dear Sir,

We are pleased to inform you about the annual IPU — UN Women Parliamentary meeting which will be held virtually on Monday 14 March 2022 on the online platform Interprefy. You will find enclosed
provisional agenda, the concept note and, regarding the registration form, it is available online via this link. These documents are also available on our IPU Website here: https:/www.ipu.org/event/role
womens-leadership-and-gender-responsive-parliaments-in-climate-action. The Parliamentary meeling will provide simultaneous interpretation in English, French, Spanish and Arabic.

We also take this opportunity to inferm you that, in addition to the Parliamentary meeting, the IPU will be organizing the following informal side event during this session of the CSW:

* ‘One decade on: How gender-sensitive are our pariiaments now?" which will be held on Tuesday 15 March 2022, from 15:30 to 17:30 CET (10.30 to 12.30 a.m. ET), co-hosted with UN Womi
and soon-to-be announced permanent missions and other sponsors. This side event will have simultaneous interpretation in English, French, Spanish and Arabic. Registration link available at
link

Best regards,
The IPU Gender Partnership Team
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Le rdle du leadership des femmes et des parlements sensibles au genre dans la lutte contre les changements climatiqu

Un événement parlementaire organisé par I'Union interparlementaire et ONU Femmes 4 la 66e Session de la Commission de la condition de la femme en lien avec le théme prioritaire Parvenir & I'eg
des sexes et autonomiser toutes les femmes et les filles dans le cadre des poliliques et programmes relatifs aux changements climatiques, a l'environnement et a la réduction des risques de catastro

Lundi 14 mars 2022, réunion en ligne

hitps://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=2de33a90e4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-{%3A1724200480064495566&simpl=msg-{%3A172420... 1/2



2/9/22, 8:15 AM Gmail - Invitation : IPU -UN Women annual Parliamentary meeting during the 66th session of the CSW (virtual event, 14 Marc. ..

Madame, Monsieur,

Nous avons le plaisir de vous informer que notre réunion parlementaire annuelle de I'UIP et ONU Femmes se liendra en ligne le lundi 14 mars 2022 sur la platefarme Interprefy. Vous trouverez égale
ci-joint l'ordre du jour, la note conceptuelle de la réunion et, en ce qui concerne le formulaire d'inscription, il est disponible en ligne via ce lien. Ces documents sont également disponibles sur le site We
'UIP a l'adresse suivante: https:ﬂwww.ipu.orglfrfevenuse-role~du~Ieadership-des-femrnes-el-des-parlemems—sensibles-au-genre-dans-la-lu(te—camre-les-changemenls-climaiwques. La réunion parlemer
proposera une interprétation simultanée en francais, anglais, espagnol et arabe.

Nous profitons également de 'occasion pour vous informer que, outre la réunion parlementaire, I'UIP organisera une réunion informelle durant la session de la Commission de la condition de la fermme
le théme suivant ;

* " Une decennie plus tard : dans quelles mesures nos parlements sont-ils désormais sensibles au genre 7" - le mardi 15 mars 2022, de 15 heures 30 a 17 heures 30 HNEC (10 heures 30 & 12 heur
30 - Heure de New York), cocrganisé avec ONU Femmes, des missions permanentes et d'autres sponsors qui seront bientot annoncées. Cet événement paralléle aura une interprétation simultanée e
anglais, frangais, espagnol et arabe. Lien d'inscription disponible sur ce lien.

Meilleures salutations,

L'équipe du Programme entre hommes et femmes de I'UIP

Inter-Parliamentary Union

Chemin du Pommier 5

Case Postale 330

1218 Le Grand-Saconnex - Switzerland
www.ipu.org

T +4122 9194150

F +4122 9194160

Twitter | Facebook | Flickr | YouTube | Instagram | LinkedIn

This email (and any attachments) is confidential to the intended recipient(s). It may contain privileged or proprietary information. If you have received it in error, please delete it from yoursystem and notify the sender immediately. Any unauth:

use, disclosure or copying is not permilted.The content does not necessarily reflect the official views of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) unless specifically stated. Mo liability is accepted for damage caused by any virus unintentionally
transmitted by this email.
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IPU — UN Waomen Annual Parliamentary Meeting al the 66™ Session of
the Commission on the Status of Women

The role of women’'s leadership and
gender-responsive parliaments in
climate action

A parliamentiary event organized by the inter-Parliameniary Undon and UN Women

al the sath Session of the Commilssion on the States of Women in line with the priority
themse “Achieving gender eguality and the empowerment of all warmen and girls in the
context of climate change, environmenial and disaster risk redoection policies and

programimes”
Virtual event. Monday 14 March 2022 - from 10 2.m. 10 12,30 ET (from 3 0o 5. 30 pome CET)
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How gender-sensitive have parliaments

become?

A CSWEL side event organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and UN Women at the 661h

Session of the Commissian on the Status of Women (CSW).
Virtual event, Tuesday 15 March 2022 -10.30 - 1230 am. ET /7 3.30 to 530 p.m. CET
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Inter-Parliamentary Union

For democracy. Far everyone.

The role of women'’s leadership and gender-
responsive parliaments in climate action

A parliamentary event organized by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and UN Women
at the 66th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women in line with the priority theme:
Achieving gender equality and the empowerment of all women and girls in the context of climate
change, environmental and disaster risk reduction policies and programmes

14 March 2022, virtual event

CONCEPT NOTE AND PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Background

Parliaments can play a key role in climate change response. In order to be enforceable,
international agreements on climate change must be transposed into national legislation, while
also supported by adequate budgets and robust oversight. These functions are central to the
role of parliaments. Parliamentarians also bridge the gap between constituents, governments
and the international community: a necessary step for sustainable and effective climate action.

The question of who occupies parliamentary seats also matters. A study looking at 91
countries found that there is a strong positive correlation between the percentage of seats
occupied by women in national parliaments and the prioritization of climate change policy
associated with lower CO2 emissions. ! Available research indicates that greater
representation of women in national parliaments leads countries to adopt more “stringent
climate change policies” that go on to succeed more in places where there are more women
in decision-making, in combination with other factors, such as the country’s GDP per capita,
education levels, and overall political orientation. > Similar trends are also seen in
environmental and disaster risk reduction policy areas. Women are at the forefront of social
movements demanding equal rights and more ambitious climate action. Research shows that
the participation of women in social movements is highly correlated with the chance that they
will use non-violent methods and succeed.®

However, there is a disproportionate lack of representation of women in national and global
policy spaces. As of November 2021, only 25.9% of all members of parliament around the
world are women. While this percentage is a historic high, it is still far from gender parity. Given
the low representation of women in decision-making, it is not surprising that women are being
outvoiced on climate action, environmental protection and disaster risk reduction initiatives.

Women’s leadership and gender-responsive parliaments as necessities for climate
action

The 1995 Beijing Platform for Action clearly defined the link between gender, the environment
and sustainable development, and established that women have a strategic role to play in the
development of sustainable and ecologically sound consumption and production patterns,
including the need for women to participate on an equal basis in making decisions about the
environment at all levels.* The fourth action area of the IPU’s Parliamentary Action Plan on
Climate Change?® states the need to improve consistency and complementarity between
national climate legislation and other societal goals, including gender equality.
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Indeed, parliaments need to keep in mind that climate change legislation also mutually
reinforces policies that advance other goals aimed at sustainable development. The
achievement of gender equality should be seen as essential to achieving climate action goals,
and vice versa.

Women’s participation in leadership should be seen as a crucial step towards achieving
environmental goals globally and nationally. As the heart of the climate response, parliaments
must lead on this change. Without proactive measures to simultaneously ensure gender
equality, including gender parity in political participation and the socio-economic
empowerment of women, women’s rights will be further compromised and societies globally
will be tackling the climate crisis with one hand tied behind their backs.

Climate change is also likely to reinforce harmful gender social nhorms and power dynamics
that adversely impact the role of women and girls in their everyday lives. Thus, national
policies in relation to climate change must acknowledge how the eradication of barriers to
gender equality also allows prioritization and investment that enables women and girls to enact
change and reinforce climate action strategies. Ultimately, the legal framework on climate
action must be approached through a gender-responsive lens for it to be effective and
sustainable.

Objective

Recognizing the urgency for concrete and bold legislative actions towards women’s political
participation and legal and policy initiatives for gender-responsive climate action, in
partnership with UN Women, the IPU is organizing the annual Parliamentary Meeting on the
occasion of the sixty-sixth session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW 66). The
Meeting will take place on 14 March 2022 on the theme The role of women’s leadership
and gender-responsive parliaments in climate action.

During the meeting, Members of Parliament from around the world will share good
parliamentary practices on responding to climate change. The event aims to stimulate
dialogue that can help scale up political will and transformative actions towards advancing
women’s participation and gender-responsive parliamentary climate and environmental action
through legislation and policies. Participants will discuss how parliaments can move towards
an inclusive green economy?® as well as integrated green approaches to COVID-19 recovery
efforts that take into account gender and other socially-differentiated needs.” These actions
must start from within parliaments, through shifting to greener, more environmentally-friendly
processes and functions as a means of leading by example, which will be discussed during
the session on the internal practices of green parliaments.

The Meeting will underline the need for stronger parliamentary engagement to ensure the
complementary and reinforcing relationship between climate action and gender equality is
recognized and concrete action towards gender-responsive climate legislation and policies is
taken. Finally, the event will provide an opportunity to contribute to the CSW’s debates from a
parliamentary perspective.
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Date and time

The parliamentary meeting will take place on 14 March 2022 from 10:00 to 12:30 ET (15:00
to 17:30 CET) on the Inteprefy online platform.

Registration link available here
Agenda

Chair and moderator: Ms. Lesia Vasylenko, Member of the Ukrainian Parliament and
President of the IPU Bureau of Women Parliamentarians

Programme:
Opening remarks:

e |PU opening remarks (3 minutes)
e UN Women opening remarks (3 minutes)

The opening remarks are expected to set the tone for the sessions by highlighting the
importance of gender parity in adopting gender-responsive climate-related legislation and
policies and the impact it has on both women and men.

Session 1: Women'’s leadership and political participation in climate action
Moderated discussion (45 minutes)

Short presentations by parliamentarians who have evidence on the relationship between
political participation and climate action will kickstart the discussion, followed by a moderated
debate among participants.

Guiding questions:

¢ How does women’s political participation contribute to the achievement of climate
goals?

e How does women’s involvement in climate action support the achievement of
gender equality?

e What are examples of initiatives where women MPs are taking the lead in climate
action?

Session 2: Experience sharing on:

e Legal and policy reforms for gender-responsive climate action
e Green parliaments

Moderated discussion (65 minutes)

Short presentations by parliamentarians who have evidence on the adoption and impact of
gender-responsive climate-related legislation and policies will kickstart the discussion.


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQJxn49RP5BdIzOaV4W8Win3mT_GbeD6KTT0wBN8xbYIA6aA/viewform

£\
v I \’
Y
Inter-Parliamentary Union
For democracy. Far everyone.

Another set of short presentations by parliamentarians will follow, on green parliament
practices and ways they can contribute to reducing the institutional environmental footprint to
lower their greenhouse gas emissions and improve the overall sustainability of their activities.
These may include but are not limited to: auditing water and electricity consumption, paying
attention to travel practices and limiting the use of plastic. The presentations will be followed
by a moderated debate among participants.

Guiding questions:
e How can parliamentarians support gender-responsive climate action?
o What are examples of parliamentarians contributing to putting in place gender-
responsive climate-related legislation and policies?
o What are examples of initiatives taken to make parliament a “green” institution?

Wrap up and the way forward (4 minutes)
o Wrap up by the moderator

Panelists:
e TBD

1Richler, Jenn, 2019. Effect of female representation. Nature Climate Change, Volume 9, p. 801. [Online] Available at:
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41558-019-0626-2

2 Countries with more female politicians pass more ambitious climate policies, study suggests,
https://yaleclimateconnections.org/2019/09/countries-with-more-female-politicians-pass-more-ambitious-climate-
policies-study-suggests/

3 Erica Chenoweth et al., 2019. Women'’s participation and the fate of nonviolent campaigns: a report on the Women in
Resistance (WiRe) data set, paper prepared for the One Earth Future Foundation, Broomfield, Colorado

4 Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, 1995.

5|PU, 2016. Parliamentary Action Plan on Climate Change. Available at: http://archive.ipu.org/pdf/publications/climat16-
e.pdf

6 IPU and UNEP, 2020. Shades of green: an introduction to the green economy for parliamentarians. Available at:
https://www.ipu.org/resources/publications/issue-briefs/2019-03/shades-green-introduction-green-economy-
parliamentarians

7IPU and UNEP, 2021. Green approaches to COVID-19 recovery: Policy note for parliamentarians. Available at:
https://www.ipu.org/resources/publications/other/2020-12/green-approaches-covid-19-recovery-policy-note-

parliamentarians
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CSW Side Event:
One decade on: How gender-sensitive are our
parliaments now?

Background:

The year 2022 marks the 10th anniversary of the Plan of Action for Gender-Sensitive Parliaments
(GSP),! an initiative that was unanimously adopted by the Inter-Parliamentary Union’s 127th
Assembly. Gender-sensitive parliaments respond to the needs and interests of both men and women
in their composition, structures, operations, methods and work. They are institutions that remove
barriers to women’s full participation and offer positive examples to society by advancing towards
political equality between men and women.

Since the adoption of the GSP Plan of Action in 2012, the IPU has proudly led a comprehensive and
multi-stakeholder effort to promote GSP. This area of parliamentary support has enabled
transformative change within institutions around the world, and strengthened their capacity to promote
gender equality. UN Women works in several countries to support parliaments undertaking gender-
sensitive reforms, to avocate for change in institutional culture and norms, and to strengthen women's
capacity and influence, including through parliamentary networks. Other agencies and organizations
have also taken up this concept and provide support to parliaments working to become more gender-
sensitive?.

Objectives:

To commemorate a decade of advocating for GSP and to take stock of parliaments’ achievements in
transforming their institutions to deliver on gender equality and promote women'’s full and effective
participation, the IPU, UN Women and additional sponsors are organizing this event — One decade on:
How gender-sensitve are our parliaments now? — on the occasion of the 66th session of the
Commission on the Status of Women.

This side event will provide an opportunity to assess how gender-sensitive and inclusive parliaments
have become, and to share experiences, good practices and innovations. Discussions will inform
IPU’s future GSP support to parliaments.

Members of Parliament and experts will provide examples of good practices and innovations in
parliaments on each of the four themes. The interventions will provide an opportunity to showcase
progress made in these fields over the past 10 years.

Provisional agenda:

Welcoming remarks

Introductory remarks on GSP

Session 1: Overview of developments over the past 10 years

Session 2: What has your parliament done to become more gender-sensitive?

11PU (2012). Plan of Action for Gender-Sensitive Parliaments.http:/archive.ipu.org/pdf/publications/action-gender-e.pdf
2 European Institute for Gender Equality. Gender-Sensitive Parliaments. https://eige.europa.eu/gender-
mainstreaming/toolkits/gender-sensitive-parliaments/what-tool
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Experience sharing among MPs on the following four elements of GSP:

1. Women'’s access to parliamentary leadership positions: establishing and implementing
internal measures

2. Adopting and implementing gender provisions in parliamentary policies, including anti-
harassment policies

3. Establishng childcare and family-friendly infrastructures in parliament

4. Working in partnership with men to advance gender equality

Wrap-up and closing

Participants are encouraged to send written contributions on parliamentary good practices developed
over the past 10 years in one or more of the four areas listed above.

Registration form available here

Date: Tuesday, 15 March 2022

Time: 10:30 — 12:30 ET / 15:30 to 17:30 CET

Platform: Zoom (link to be provided upon completion of the registration form)
Languages: English, French, Spanish and Arabic
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