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Your Excellency, José Pedro MONTERO
Vice-President of the Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments
Dear distinguished colleagues,

At the beginning of my speech, I would like to extend my sincere appreciation and
gratitude to all of you for your kind invitation to me to participate in this significant
meeting of the Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments, which is considered an
important platform within the framework of the Inter-Parliamentary Union for
consultation and coordination between the secretaries-general of national parliaments
and the exchange of legal and technical expertise, thus contributing to Improving the
performance and work of national parliaments and achieving more mutual cooperation
among them, to fulfill the demands and hopes of our peoples.

Allow me to express great appreciation of the significant role played by the presidency of
the Association, represented by His Excellency Dr. Najib El-Khadi, Speaker of the
Moroccan House of Representatives, and his assisting team in order to support and
develop mechanisms of cooperation and joint work between the general secretariats of
national parliaments, in order for the Association to achieve its goals and to promote and
advance international parliamentary work.

Honorable attendees,

We gather today in light of global conditions that carry with them rapid political and
economic changes, which have imposed on legislative councils many crises, which they
must face and deal with, with a high degree of efficiency and professionalism. At the
forefront of these crises is the crisis of the Corona pandemic, which has posed a great
challenge to world parliaments, and its repercussions still persist.

Parliaments in most countries of the world have been negatively affected by the Corona
pandemic, as health restrictions imposed by the World Health Organization as well as
local authorities in order to counter the spread of the virus have restricted plenary
sessions and committee meetings, reduced members’ transportation and meetings with
constituencies, as well as traveling to international parliamentary conferences. This
resulted in the need to remotely work through virtual meetings. However, this crisis, like
any other crisis, gave parliaments favorable opportunities to enhance their capabilities
and develop new tools to deal with crises and emergency conditions.

Your Excellency,

There is no doubt that the Corona pandemic revealed that the legal framework of most
parliaments in the world, represented in constitutions, legislations and internal
regulations, limits their flexibility and ability to adapt to this crisis. That is why some
countries made amendments to allow the parliament to meet remotely or in multiple
locations (the most prominent of these countries are Britain and Brazil), while other
countries made amendments that included reducing the quorum needed to approve



legislation and parliamentary procedures or to allow remote voting, which was evident in
both Spain and Romania.

With regard to plenary sessions, some parliaments decided to hold virtual plenary
sessions via the Internet, while other parliaments decided to combine the personal
attendance of members and virtual sessions, and there is a third group of parliaments,
including, the Egyptian parliament with its two chambers the House of Representatives
and the Senate, which decided to hold its meetings and sessions in presence, while
limiting the number of members and employees inside the halls and adhering to
precautionary measures imposed by the competent authorities.

Dear colleagues,

Since the beginning of the outbreak of this pandemic, the Egyptian Senate has chosen to
continue its work, including plenary sessions and meetings of specific standing
committees, and various assisting departments, while adhering to the precautionary
measures determined by health authorities, including sterilizing all buildings and halls,
and providing protective masks, disinfectants, vaccines and the necessary treatments for
all Senate members and staff.

Distancing between the members was also taken into consideration during plenary
sessions and committee meetings, while adhering to safe distances, with the necessary
indicative signs. The work force of the General Secretariat has also been reduced as well
as the number of working hours. A rotating attendance system has been adopted, taking
into consideration the most vulnerable cases of chronic diseases and pregnant women,
without prejudice to the performance of the required tasks.

On the other hand, the legislative and oversight agenda has been rearranged giving
priority to discussing urgent or emergency-related legislative issues, and those related to
the Corona virus and how to address it. Furthermore, the number of topics on the agenda
has been reduced, the time for their discussion has been shortened to some extent, the
media presence in the halls has been reduced while relying on following up sessions and
meetings through live broadcast screens.

Your Excellency,

The Senate had to act early at the beginning of the pandemic in two directions: the first is
to search for ways and mechanisms to continue its legislative and oversight work in light
of this pandemic, based on its constitutional responsibilities while ensuring the safety of
its members and employees. On the other hand, it had a great responsibility to contribute
to discussing the work mechanisms necessary to confront this pandemic, and to follow up
the state’s policy and the measures taken by the government regarding the ways to
confront this pandemic and to provide the necessary recommendations to counter it.

The Egyptian Parliament with its two chambers has conducted many discussions on the
country’s policy in addressing this pandemic, and following up and evaluating the
measures taken by the government in this regard. The Parliament also agreed to authorize



the President of the Republic or his representative to take the necessary measures to
address health emergency, including the disruption of government departments and
schools, postponement of paying electricity, gas and water dues for citizens, partially or
completely, if necessary, and postponement of paying taxes for some sectors affected by
the pandemic.

It was also approved to allocate a financial package of 100 billion pounds worth, which
constitutes 2% of GDP; to support the hardest hit sectors, and to open an additional
appropriation in the State’s general budget to reduce the negative effects of this pandemic,
and to advance production in all economic sectors, in addition to a grant given to irregular
employment through two phases, in 6 payments, in the period from April 2020 to March
2021. These measures have contributed to containing the crisis and mitigating its
implications on the Egyptian citizen and economy.

Honorable attendees,

There is no doubt that the Corona pandemic has revealed, beyond doubt, the need for
digitizing parliaments’ work rapidly in order to promote their flexibility and capability of
managing updates and crises and to enhance the usage of technological tools in terms of
holding virtual sessions, remote voting and electronic archiving of minutes and records.
This will lead the parliaments to be more open and transparent, and enable them to
efficiently perform their functions.

The Egyptian Senate has taken several measures in this regard, especially with the
imminent moving to the New Administrative Capital immediately upon completion of the
parliament building which is equipped according to the latest technologies and logistics
worldwide. Employees have been trained on the latest technological systems, the ways of
addressing updates both externally and internally as well archiving and digitizing all
documents in preparation for moving to the New Administrative Capital.

On the other hand, this pandemic has further enhanced collaboration opportunities
between parliaments and governments. It has also offered new perspectives to consider
coordination mechanisms between national parliaments at the regional and international
levels for enhancing joint efforts to confront the repercussions of the pandemic and other
crises facing the world nowadays, which require cooperation between parliaments and
the concerned associations.

Your Excellency,

The world is facing today several challenges and crises on top of which is the current crisis
of Ukraine and its implications such as the scarcity of food and energy sources, increasing
poverty and social marginalization. The phenomena of forced displacement, aggravation
of asylum and migration, intensification of organized crimes, environmental challenges
and terrorism require wide-scale parliamentary cooperation and the development of
suitable approaches to address them.



We need now, more than ever, to activate mechanisms of international work and
solidarity for the effective and urgent response to these challenges. Parliamentary
diplomacy should play a key role in this regard. ASGP is certainly one of the active
platforms in the framework of the Inter-Parliamentary Union for dialogue, joint
coordination and exchange of experiences among Secretaries-Generals of national
parliaments which would contribute to enhancing these parliaments’ capabilities and
resilience in coping with current and future crises.

At the end, I would like to thank you all for listening, and I am looking forward to hear
your parliaments’ experiences in dealing with this crisis as well as other crises. I am
confident that our meeting will achieve the desired goals and targets, especially with the
distinguished participation of the privileged elite of Secretaries-Generals with established
experience in institutional parliamentary work.

I wish you all success and blessings and wish your peoples all prosperity and progress.



