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First of all, I would like to thank you all, for providing me an opportunity to share our
efforts in the areas of Parliamentary Researches and Studies, at the Federal Parliament of
Nepal.

The generic functions of the Parliament and the Parliamentary Committees are law
making, government formation and oversight of its activities, debates on the issues of
public concerns in the plenary, and committee hearing. For making our Parliamentary
Functions more evidence and fact based, we have established a permanent unified
Parliamentary Research and Studies wing, led by one of our Secretaries, formally in 2008
to facilitate MPs. Until then, the activities of the Parliamentary researches and studies
were carried out in fragments through our Library Services, individual Parliamentary
Committees, and the administrative unit of the Human Resource and Capacity Building
Unit.

The Federal Parliament of Nepal is Bi-cameral- the House of the Representatives,
lower house and the National Assembly, upper house. Our Research wing has studied the
trend of women representation in the Parliament of Nepal from the past to the present.
At present the women representation is 33 % in both the Houses, which was below 10%
in 1990. The study shows that the women MPs from the ruling and opposition parties
stand as a single voice on the issues of women, establishing equal rights on their parental
properties, uplifting their representations, and acquiring leadership roles in the
Parliament. As a result of their common voices and efforts, 9 Parliamentary Committees
out of 16 were chaired by the women MPs in 2017 to 2022.

Women representatives have succeeded to achieve either post of the President or Vice
President of the country, Speaker or Deputy Speaker, and the Chairperson or
Vice Chairperson of the Federal Parliament in Nepal.

We have also carried out a study on oversight tools of Parliamentary Committees and
their field study monitoring. We have studied the cases and process of Impeachments in
our National Parliament with some reference of the Global cases. Now, we are planning
to conduct a research on "Parliamentary objectionable words and languages" which are
the most debatable issues in many times in our Parliament, and in the areas of "Conflict
of Interests of the MPs and Officials". We are also planning to study on global practices of
Private Member's Bills in the Parliamentary system and how the Parliamentary Research
wing can help individual MPs in drafting Private Member Bill. Still to date, our
Parliament Secretariat does not assist the MPs to draft a Private Member Bill. Now, we
are planning to extend our Research Services to a single MP or MPs for drafting private
member bill if they show their interest with their concept areas.

The Federal Parliament of Nepal follows similar to the Westminster Parliamentary
system and more than 90% Bills are introduced by the Government Ministers. Therefore,



Parliamentarians may need to work hard to insert their amendments and defend their
inputs. If MPs could not propose fact and evidence based amendments, their inputs may
not be included by replacing governments' proposals on the Bills. Therefore, there is a
growing need of Parliamentary Researches and Studies that can help the MPs to amend
government Bills with credible evidences and facts.

Recently, we have conducted a study on the role of the Lower and the Upper Houses in
amending and improving Government Bills. To identify the contributions, we have
marked red colour to the Upper House, blue colour for the Lower House changes and
black colour for the Government Drafts. The finding shows that, in recent years, the both
Houses of the Parliament are active in amending Bills than in the previous years. In
addition, the Upper House seems more active in improving and changing government
drafts in the Parliamentary process.

Let me share another interesting results. We have studied on implementation status
of the Recommendations and Directives given by the 16 Parliamentary Committees which
are considered the major means for the oversight functions. We found that only 40%
recommendations of the Parliamentary Committees have been implemented and 60%
remains unimplemented. In our case, Parliamentary Committees' reports are not
mandatory to the government and its agencies. The Committee reports are only
considered obligatory for implementation. Dear friends, may we learn what's about the
implementation rates of yours' Parliamentary Committees' Reports so far ? Are they
mandatory or obligatory to the Government ?

Dear Fellow Secretary Generals and Representatives, we may share the
similar views that the Parliamentary Researches and Studies produce knowledge and
the context may be ours own. I think, knowledge is beyond the borders. Therefore, let's
build a collaboration in sharing the findings of research works, let's conduct the joint
researches on the similar Parliamentary functions for enhancing capacity of the MPs and
the Parliamentary staffs who are mostly engaged to support MPs in law making, in
overseeing the functions of the government, in raising the public voices more effectively
by the MPs in the plenary and the committees.

To these objectives, may we connect our Parliamentary Libraries to each other through
e-Library technology. May we share our insights on how to explore independent social
researches and how we could be ensured unbiased and credible findings of other
researches, how can we trust on individual researchers and expert opinion for the
Parliamentary Functions ? Sometimes, government agencies say that they have brought
a Bill based on their own study. In this situation, whether the Parliament or Committees
need to have its own Independent Research on the Bills being discussed. In the
Nepalese case, there is still a long way to go for conducting Researches to the each and
every Bills tabled in the Parliament and on the oversight issues of the Parliamentary



Committees.

Finally, considering the importance of Parliamentary Researches and Studies,
may I humbly request the IPU, ASGP as Institutions, and Fellow Secretary Generals of
the Parliaments for conducting joint researches and sharing the findings with easy access,
building viable research networks at national, bi-nationals, regional, and global level. I
think, the collaborative means of researches could be beneficial to our Parliaments and to
us as Secretariat actors for the evidence based Law making, Oversight functions of
Parliament and Secretariat services.

Thank you very much, you all, for your kind attentions. Thank you.
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