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Dear Brother Hon. Najib El Khadi
President of the Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments
Honorable colleagues,

At the beginning of my speech, I would like to express my great pride to meet with
you again in our prestigious forum, which truly concretizes our serious will to exchange
experiences and opinions, in a way that contributes to improving the performance of the
general secretariats of our parliaments with a view to achieving our desired goal, which is
to develop parliamentary work for the realization of the hopes and aspirations of our
peoples. Let me also extend my sincere thanks, and appreciation to our brothers in the
Parliament of the Republic of Angola for their warm reception, generous hospitality, and
their tireless and strenuous efforts in organizing our meetings.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Since the Coronavirus pandemic revealed its ugly face to the world, it has caused
fundamental, multi-dimensional and multi-level repercussions in various aspects of life.
The grave economic, social and political effects of that pandemic have brought the entire
world to an exceptional test, as it has dealt harsh and painful blows to all sectors, and
parliamentary work was one of the most prominent sectors negatively affected by the
pandemic. This matter raised a question about ways to develop parliamentary work to be
qualified to adapt to global crises such as the outbreak of epidemics. Despite the serious
repercussions that the pandemic had on parliamentary work and its legislative role, some
parliaments showed a greater ability to adapt to the pandemic and its consequences, as
they created new mechanisms to ensure that legislative assemblies continue to effectively
perform their role in legislation and oversight. The Coronavirus pandemic also revealed
the urgent need to accelerate the digital transformation in parliaments to be more flexible
and able to deal with developments and crises, and to use technological tools necessary
for the holding of virtual sessions, remote voting, and electronic archiving of the minutes
and records, so that parliaments become more open and transparent, and are able to
perform their functions and tasks effectively and competently.

Ladies and gentlemen,

I think you agree with me that the general secretariats, as the administrative and
technical organs of parliaments, are concerned with means to develop and modernize
parliamentary work to deal with the qualitative changes facing our contemporary world.
As far as the Egyptian House of Representatives is concerned, we had a unique experience
regarding the smooth functioning of the Egyptian Parliament at the time of the outbreak
of the Coronavirus pandemic. The Egyptian state spared no effort to maintain and
strengthen the democratic process even in light of these exceptional circumstances. The
Egyptian House of Representatives has shouldered the responsibility of continued
parliamentary sessions in light of the Egyptian state’s need for legislative support and
passing laws to control the repercussions of this pandemic, through a comprehensive plan
of action that strikes a balance between preserving the health of members and staff of
Parliament on the one hand and the continuity of parliamentary and legislative work on



the other hand. Further, the distinguished experience of the Egyptian House of
Representatives in digital transformation has contributed to mitigating the effects of the
pandemic on Egyptian parliamentary work by raising the technical efficiency of human
resources and IT infrastructure as well as creating and preparing an infrastructure for
legislative databases, creating an electronic system for legislative and oversight tools, and
fully automating the work of the General Secretariat of the House of Representatives.

In conclusion, these exceptional and critical circumstances that our
contemporary world is going through require all of us to strengthen cooperation between
general secretariats to confront these urgent and chronic crises. Such cooperation has
become inevitable in view of the magnitude of the challenges facing us, especially with
regard to the means enabling the parliaments to adapt to sudden global crises, and the
necessity of thinking about new parliamentary frameworks and tools that prevent the
work of parliaments from being affected by any emergency, so that our parliaments can
carry out their assigned democratic roles and advocate peoples’ dreams in order to turn
them into a tangible reality without being affected by any circumstances.

Thank you for your good attention



