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Gma§! i ) J ZS% S (B _: { % Arab Ipu <arab.ipu@gmail.com>

Letter to the Chairs of the Geopolitical Groups / Courriel aux Présidents des
Groupes geopolitiques

Sharon Varturk <sv@ipu.org> Wed, Nov 29, 2023 at 9:39 AM

To: "upal@aviso.ci" <upal@aviso.ci>, "upa2@aviso.ci" <upa2@aviso.ci>, "apunion.org@gmail.com"

<apunion.org@gmail.com>, "idigado223@gmail.com” <idigado223@gmail.com>, "info@arabipu.org" <info@arabipu.org>,

"arab.ipu@gmail.com” <arab.ipu@gmail.com>, "Fayezalshawabkeh@hotmail.com" <Fayezalshawabkeh@hotmail.com>,
"IPU@aph.gov.au" <IPU@aph.gov.au>, "ipro@aph.gov.au” <ipro@aph.gov.au>, "leonchik@sovrep.gov.by"
<leonchik@sovrep.gov.by>, "ipuuru@parlamento.gub.uy" <ipuuru@parlamento.gub.uy>, "andries.gryffroy@n-va.be"

<andries.gryffroy@n-va.be>, "tdg@senate.be" <tdg@senate.be>, "pv@senate.be" <pv@senate.be>, "12plus@senate.be"

<12plus@senate.be>
Cc: postbox <postbox@ipu.org>, Annaogar Regina Damachi <ard@ipu.org>, Executive Office Assistants
<executive@ipu.org>

Groupe africain

Union parlementaire africaine (UPA)
Arab Group

Inter-Parliamentary Union

Australian Inter-Parliamentary Group
Parliament House

Eurasia Group

Inter-Parliamentary Group of Belarus
KhEKF

GRULAC

Cémara de Representantes

Twelve Plus Group

Groupe belge de I'Union interparlementaire

Feoke kKo

Dear Secretaries General,

Dear Secretaries,

On behalf of the IPU Secretary General, | am pleased to forward the attached |etter for the kind attention of the
Chairs of your respective geopolitical groups.

Yours sincerely,

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=2de33a90e4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f: 1783883196982480066&simpl=msg-f:1783883196982...
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11/29/23, 11:.00 AM Gmail - Letter to the Chairs of the Geopolitical Groups / Courriel aux Présidents des Groupes geopolitiques

Sharon Varturk

Mesdames,

Messieurs,

Veuillez-trouver ci-joint un courriel du Secrétaire général de I'UIP & I'attention de vos Présidents respectifs.

Meilleures salutations,

Sharon Varturk | Senior Executive Assistant to the Secretary General

Inter-Parliamentary Union

Chemin du Pommier 5

Case Postale 330

1218 Le Grand-Saconnex - Switzerland
WWW.IpU.org

T+412291941 11
M +4179513869 15

Twitter | Facebook | Flickr | YouTube | Instagram | Linkedin

This email (and any attachments) is confidential to the intended recipient(s). It may contain privileged or proprietary information. If you have received it in
error, please delete it from yoursystem and notify the sender immediately. Any unauthorized use, disclosure or copying is not permitted. The content does
not necessarily reflect the official views of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) unless specifically stated. No liability is accepted for damage caused by
any virus unintentionally transmitted by this email.

2 attachments

.@ Letter to GPGs Nov 2023-e.pdf
201K

4y Letter to GPGs Nov 2023-f.pdf
~ 206K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=2de33a90e4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1783883196982480066&simpl=msg-f:1783883196982...  2/2
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Office of the Secretary General
=N

V [TT111 \’
T +4122 919 41 60

\| /889
F +41 22919 41 60
U E posthox@ipu.org

Inter-Parliamentary Union WWwW.ipu.org
For democracy. For everyone.

To: Chairpersons of the geopolitical groups
Geneva, 28 November 2023
Distinguished Chairpersons,

It was a pleasure to see you all at the 147th Assembly in Luanda last month. The main outcomes of the
Assembly are available on the IPU website and the Results brochure will be published next week.

I would like to take this opportunity to follow up on a number of decisions taken during the Assembly, the
implementation of which requires the inputs of the geopolitical groups. Firstly, regarding amendments to
the IPU Statutes and Rules, as recommended by the Executive Committee, the Governing Council
decided:
e to extend the deadline for the submission of proposals for amendments to the Secretariat to
30 November 2023;
e to establish a Working Group, as a subsidiary body of the Executive Committee, to examine all
proposals received with a view to establishing a set of actionable amendments that will garner
broad support among the membership.

The said Working Group should be composed of one Executive Committee member from each
geopolitical group, along with the two ex-officio members of the Executive Committee representing the
Forum of Women Parliamentarians and the Forum of Young Parliamentarians. | would therefore be
grateful if you could submit your geopolitical group’s nomination for this Working Group by

15 December 2023 (with the exception of the Arab Group and Eurasia Group, which each have only one
Executive Committee member, who therefore becomes a member of the Working Group by default).

Secondly, the Governing Council approved the proposal to hold the Sixth World Conference of
Speakers of Parliament at the United Nations Office at Geneva in 2025, tentatively in August of that
year. The Council also approved the proposed formula for the composition of the Preparatory Committee
for that event, which can be found in the Annex to this letter.

I am hereby inviting the geopolitical groups to designate their representatives to the Preparatory
Committee, who must be Speakers of Parliament, ideally by the end of 2023, but by 31 January 2024 at
the latest. Nominations of young (under 45 years of age) Speakers of Parliament will be particularly
welcome and it is also hoped that the Committee will reach gender parity overall. The Preparatory
Committee will begin its work in February 2024 and will meet on several occasions, online or in person,
before the Conference in August 2025.

Finally, following the election of no fewer than 10 new members to the Executive Committee in Luanda, |
invite you to nominate a Vice-President of the IPU (cf. Article 19.5 of the Statutes) from among the
members of the Executive Committee for your geopolitical group at your earliest convenience. Similarly, |
also invite each geopolitical group to nominate its representatives to the Sub-Committee on Finance
and the Working Group on Transparency, Accountability and Openness, ideally by the end of 2023.
As explained above, the members of the Executive Committee from the Arab Group and Eurasia Group
will be nominated as Vice-President of the IPU and to serve on these two other bodies by default.

We look forward to seeing you again for the 148th Assembly in Geneva from 23 to 27 March 2024, for
which the convocation will be issued next week. As you will recall, the IPU has adopted peace and
security as its overarching priority theme for 2024. It will therefore be a unifying thread through all of our
work in the same way as climate change has been in 2023.

Yours sincerely,

Martin Chungong
Secretary General


https://www.ipu.org/event/147th-assembly-and-related-meetings#event-sub-page-31305/
https://www.ipu.org/event/147th-assembly-and-related-meetings#event-sub-page-31305/

ANNEX

Formula approved in October 2023 for the composition of the Preparatory
Committee for the 2025 Speakers’ Conference

Composition of the Preparatory Committee

The Preparatory Committee spearheads the preparations for the Speakers’ Conference. It is chaired by
the IPU President and composed of some 20 Speakers of Parliament, as well as a select number of
members of the Executive Committee. The President of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians, the
President of the Board of the Forum of Young Parliamentarians, the IPU Secretary General and the high-
level representative of the United Nations Secretary-General will also be part of the Preparatory
Committee. In addition, the President of the National Council of Switzerland, as the Parliament of the
host country, will be invited to join the Committee, as will the President of the IPU Standing Committee
on United Nations Affairs.

Geopolitical groups are invited to designate their representatives to the Preparatory Committee as
follows*:

- African Group: Five members, of which no less than two Speakers of either sex;

- Arab Group: Two members, of which no less than one Speaker of either sex;

- Asia-Pacific Group: Four members, of which no less than two Speakers of either sex;
- Eurasia Group: Two members, of which no less than one Speaker of either sex;

- Group of Latin America and the Caribbean: Three members, of which no less than one Speaker of
either sex;

- Twelve Plus Group: Five members, of which no less than two Speakers of either sex.

To the extent possible, geopolitical groups are encouraged to also appoint young Speakers of Parliament
as members of the Preparatory Committee.

The proposed members of the Preparatory Committee should meet the following requirements:

. He/she must be a Presiding Officer (Speaker) of Parliament;

. He/she must have the availability to personally participate in the meetings of the Preparatory
Committee (two meetings expected in 2024 and two in 2025 in advance of the Conference);

. He/she must show a steadfast commitment to the guiding principles of the IPU (democracy,

human rights, rule of law).

* The composition of the PrepCom follows the formula of the composition of the Executive Committee,
plus one additional member for each geopolitical group.



