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Arab Ipu <arab.ipu@gmail.com>

Joint meeting with Chairs of Geopolitical Groups and Presidents of the Standing
Committees - 23 October 2023 // Réunion avec les présidents des groupes
géopolitiques et des commissions permanentes - 23 octobre 2023

Anda Filip <af@ipu.org> Thu, Oct 19, 2023 at 9:00 AM

To: "upal@aviso.ci" <upal@aviso.ci>, "upa2@aviso.ci" <upa2@aviso.ci>, "apunion.org@gmail.com"
<apunion.org@gmail.com>, "idigado223@gmail.com” <idigado223@gmail.com>, "sp@bunge.go.tz" <sp@bunge.go.tz>,
"cna@bunge.go.iz" <cna@bunge.go.tz>, "z.kihange@bunge.go.tz" <z kihange@bunge.go.tz>, "info@arabipu.org”
<info@arabipu.org>, "arab.ipu@gmail.com" <arab.ipu@gmail.com>, "Fayezalshawabkeh@hotmail.com"
<Fayezalshawabkeh@hotmail.com>, "IPU@aph.gov.au” <IPU@aph.gov.au>, "ipro@aph.gov.au" <ipro@aph.gov.au>,
"Jane.Thomson@aph.gov.au” <Jane.Thomson@aph.gov.au>, "rustam_ps@yahoo.com" <rustam_ps@yahoo.com>,
"tlegenov@parlam kz" <tlegenov@parlam.kz>, "ipuuru@parlamento.gub.uy" <ipuuru@parlamento.gub.uy>,
"andries.gryffroy@n-va.be" <andries.gryffroy@n-va.be>, "tdg@senate.be" <tdg@senate.be>, "pv@senate.be"
<pv@senate.be>, "12plus@senate.be" <12plus@senate.be>, "ibnajayan@hotmail.com” <ibnajayan@hotmail.com>,
“fahad@shura.gov.qa" <fahad@shura.gov.qa>, "nabil.namade@ibnajayan.com" <nabil.namade@ibnajayan.com>,
"Malhassan@shura.gov.qa" <Malhassan@shura.gov.qa>, "a.gajadien@dna.sr" <a.gajadien@dna.sr>, "r.dewindt@dna.sr"
<r.dewindi@dna.sr>, "rldewindt@gmail.com" <rldewindt@gmail.com>, "wwilliam@nationalassembly.sc"
<wwilliam@nationalassembly.sc>, "clerk@nationalassembly.sc" <clerk@nationalassembly.sc>,
"eetienne@nationalassembly.sc" <eetienne@nationalassembly.sc>

Cc: Laurence Marzal <Im@ipu.org>, Aleksandra Blagojevic <ab@ipu.org>, Andy Richardson <ar@ipu.org>, Paddy
Torsney <pt@ipu.org>, Alessandro Motter <am@ipu.org>, Sharon Varturk <sv@ipu.org>, postbox <postbox@ipu.org>,
Kareen Jabre <kj@ipu.org>

Dear Madam President, Dear Mr. President,

Further to our communication of last week and in preparation for your meeting of 23 October, | am pleased to share a
concept note to facilitate discussions on agenda item on the IPU priority theme for 2024.

Best regards,

Anda Filip

Bonjour,

Faisant suite a notre communication de la semaine passée et en préparation de votre réunion du 23 octobre, j'ai le
plaisir de partager une note conceptuelle visant a faciliter les discussions sur le point de l'ordre du jour relatif au
théme prioritaire de I'UIP pour 2024,

Avec nos meilleures salutations,

Anda Filip

De : Anda Filip

Envoyé : mercredi, 11 octobre 2023 15:45

A : upal@aviso.ci; upa2@aviso.ci; apunion.org@gmail.com: idigado223@gmail.com; sp@bunge.go.iz;
cna@bunge.go.tz; z.kihange@bunge.go.tz; info@arabipu.org; arab.ipu@gmail.com;
Fayezalshawabkeh@hotmail.com; IPU@aph.gov.au; ipro@aph.gov.au; Jane. Thomson@aph.gov.au;
rustam_ps@yahoo.com; tlegenov@parlam.kz; ipuuru@parlamento.gub.uy; andries.gryffroy@n-va.be;
tdg@senate.be; pv@senate.be; 12plus@senate.be; ibnajayan@hotmail.com: fahad@shura.gov.qa;
nabil.hamade@ibnajayan.com; Malhassan@shura.gov.qa; a.gajadien@dna.sr; r.dewindt@dna.sr;
ridewindt@gmail.com; wwilliam@nationalassembly.sc; clerk@nationalassembly.sc; eetienne@nationalassembly.sc;
andries.gryffroy@n-va.be

Cc : Laurence Marzal <Im@ipu.org>; 'Aleksandra Blagejovic' <ab@ipu.org>; Andy Richardson <ar@ipu.org>; Paddy
Torsney <pt@ipu.org>; Alessandro Motter <am@ipu.org>; Sharon Varturk <sv@ipu.org>; postbox
<postbox@ipu.org>; documents@ipu.org

Objet : Joint meeting with Chairs of Geopolitical Groups and Presidents of the Standing Committees - 23 October
2023 /I Réunion avec les présidents des groupes géopolitiques et des commissions permanentes - 23 octobre 2023

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ik=2de33a90e4&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f:1780166336569913461&simpl=msg-f: 1780166336560. ..
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[Quoted text hidden]

2 attachments

.@ Joint-Bureaux-GG-Contribution-2024-IPU Priotity theme-e.pdf
243K

.@ Joint-Bureaux-GG-Contribution-2024-IPU Priotity theme-f.pdf
252K
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For democracy. For everyone

#IPU147

Joint meeting with the Chairs of the C-JM/147/4-Inf
Geopolitical Groups and the Presidents 13 October 2023
of the Standing Committees

IPU priority theme for 2024 on peace and security:
Contribution of the IPU Member Parliaments, Standing
Committees and other IPU bodies

Background: IPU priority theme for 2023 on climate change

The 2022-2026 Strategy has given the IPU a renewed mandate to strengthen and connect parliaments
in four priority policy areas identified by Member Parliaments as requiring urgent intervention: climate
change; democracy, human rights, gender equality and youth participation; peace and security; and
sustainable development for all.

Supporting parliaments and parliamentarians in their efforts to combat climate change was the IPU’s
priority theme for 2023. Indeed, since the adoption of the Paris Agreement in 2015, the IPU has
established a solid record of bringing climate change to the attention of parliaments and building political
resolve to address the environmental crisis. Parliaments are critical players in addressing climate change
because they have the ability to translate international agreements into domestic legislation supported by
budgets, to scrutinize government actions on climate change and ensure accountability, and to generate
political will to address the climate crisis by bridging the gap between constituents and governments.

As the 2022—-2026 Strategy identified climate change as a top priority, the IPU has endeavoured to
mainstream climate action throughout its work. This includes:

o Mobilizing parliaments politically around climate action through a number of climate-related
declarations and resolutions, such as Getting to zero: Mobilizing parliaments to act on climate
change (declaration endorsed by the 144th IPU Assembly in Nusa Dua on 24 March 2022) and
Parliamentary efforts in achieving negative carbon emission balances of forests (resolution
adopted by consensus by the 146th IPU Assembly in Manama on 15 March 2023)

. Underscoring the interconnections between climate change and other IPU workstreams, and
incorporating these links into the IPU’s programmatic work, such as the IPU events on the role of
parliaments in tackling the humanitarian impacts of climate-related displacement, and on gender
and climate change adaptation

. Building the capacity of parliaments to effectively tackle the climate crisis through workshops,
training sessions and seminars held nationally, regionally and globally, such as the virtual briefing
on COP28 and the findings of the IPCC Synthesis Report, and the regional seminar on climate
action and sustainable development for parliaments of Latin America and the Caribbean

. Rolling out a communications campaign to galvanize parliamentary action for greener parliaments
and the implementation of the Paris Agreement
. Showecasing good practices among parliaments in advancing climate action through the special

accountability segments at IPU Assemblies, the annual reporting exercise by Members, case
studies and interviews published on the IPU website, and social media posts

. Producing knowledge products to increase climate knowledge and guide parliamentary
decision-making
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IPU priority theme for 2024 on peace and security

In 2024, the IPU will maintain its work on climate change but will, in parallel, add a new priority
theme: peace and security. Indeed, recent times have seen a surge in global conflicts and political
instability, including the war in Ukraine, the reactivation of the conflict on the border between
Armenia and Azerbaijan, a series of coups in West Africa, and the escalation of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

The IPU was founded in 1889 as the first political multilateral organization in the world, with the aim
of encouraging countries to meet and mediate rather than to resolve their differences through
conflict and war. Since then, the IPU has continued to provide a forum for parliamentary diplomacy
and dialogue between nations. In today’s context of ever-increasing tensions, where challenges are
global, many governments worldwide seem intent on solving problems with outdated methods. In
contrast, at the parliamentary level, the IPU promotes an innovative approach to peace and
security policymaking grounded in absolute compassion for the human condition and based on the
guiding principle that one nation’s security cannot be achieved at the expense of another nation.

The IPU’s 2022—-2026 Strategy identifies a number of key areas where parliaments and
parliamentarians can make a difference in building and maintaining peace, based on the main
focus areas of the IPU’s current work:

o Universalizing and fully implementing relevant United Nations (UN) instruments and initiatives
related to disarmament, arms control and non-proliferation, as well as to humanitarian and
refugee law

. Advancing national and multilateral dialogue on peaceful coexistence, preventing conflict
escalation, fostering reconciliation, and building and sustaining peace

. Countering terrorism and preventing violent extremism

o Anticipating and mitigating the peace and security impact of global challenges such as

climate change and pandemics, as well as artificial intelligence and other new technologies,
particularly in cyberspace and outer space

Guiding questions for discussion

Based on the information outlined above, as well as the overview of the IPU’s work on peace and
security annexed to this document, the Chairs of the Geopolitical Groups and the Presidents of the
Standing Committees are invited to consider and discuss the following questions:

o How have the IPU bodies contributed to actions and activities undertaken in 2023 as part of
the year’s thematic focus on climate change?

. How have you engaged with the IPU’s priority theme for 2023?

. What positive outcomes have stemmed from the priority theme for 2023? What
improvements could be made for the next theme for 2024 on peace and security?

o How do you see your parliament, Standing Committee or Geopolitical Group engaging with
the priority theme for 20247

. What contribution could each body make to actions and activities undertaken in relation to

the priority theme for 20247
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ANNEX

Overview of the IPU’s work on peace and security
Who works on peace and security issues?

At the most senior institutional and political level, mediation efforts to assist in the facilitation of
conflict resolution are conducted by the Secretary General and the President.

As subsidiary bodies of the Assembly, the Standing Committees also play a critical role:

e The Standing Committee on Peace and International Security plays a leading role in
shaping the IPU’s policy on peace and security, taking into account the views of different
Member Parliaments when reviewing and debating relevant issues.

e The Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs has the unique mandate to strengthen
awareness of UN institutional processes and reforms and, as such, also deals with
international processes and institutional mechanisms relating to peace and security.

e The Standing Committee on Sustainable Development and the Standing Committee on
Democracy and Human Rights provide important inputs, since several of their outcome
documents inform the IPU’s broader policy related to peace and security from the point of view
of their respective mandates.

e The emergency item process allows Member Parliaments to express their collective opinion
on a peace and security issue.

The IPU has also set up specialized bodies to promote and discuss specific conflict-related
issues:

¢ The Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law raises awareness
about the law of armed conflict, which regulates the actions of States in the conduct of warfare,
and protects civilians and other non-combatants from its effects. The Committee also promotes
refugee protection.

e The Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians examines cases referred to it and
adopts decisions with a view to settling conflict at the level of individual parliaments, and to
creating situations conducive to dialogue and more peaceful relationships.

e The High-Level Advisory Group on Countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism serves
as the global parliamentary focal point for counter-terrorism efforts, working closely with
relevant UN agencies, as well as with international organizations, academia, and religious and
community leaders, in order to promote resolutions and strategies to prevent and combat
terrorism.

e The Working Group on Science and Technology provides the global parliamentary
community with a neutral, scientific, evidence-based approach to political decision-making and
emphasizes the importance of science as an enabler of peace.

The Forum of Women Parliamentarians and the Forum of Young Parliamentarians are also
key players in the IPU’s peace and security efforts, ensuring that gender and youth perspectives
and good practices on conflict prevention are mainstreamed in its work. They both hold discussions
on relevant issues, focusing on the implementation of UN Security Council resolution 1325 (2000)
(women, peace and security) and of UN Security Council resolution 2250 (2015) (youth, peace and
security) respectively. They also provide inputs to the resolutions of the Standing Committee on
Peace and International Security at different stages of the procedure.

The IPU has also established a number of ad hoc bodies to discuss pressing issues in specific
parts of the world. The purpose of these bodies is to facilitate dialogue among parliamentarians
from all parties to a conflict through parliamentary diplomacy:

e The Committee on Middle East Questions is dealing with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, but
has also become a platform for discussions and dialogue on other crises in the Middle East,
including in Libya, the Syrian Arab Republic and Yemen.

e The Group of Facilitators for Cyprus fosters contacts between representatives of the political
parties of the country’s two conflicting communities with the aim of reaching agreements on
several specific points.


http://www.ipu.org/strct-e/comtees.htm#C1
http://www.ipu.org/strct-e/comtees.htm#C4
http://www.ipu.org/strct-e/comtees.htm#law
http://www.ipu.org/strct-e/comtees.htm#hr
http://www.ipu.org/strct-e/comtees.htm#women
http://www.ipu.org/strct-e/comtees.htm#young
http://www.ipu.org/strct-e/comtees.htm#C1
http://www.ipu.org/strct-e/comtees.htm#C1
http://www.ipu.org/strct-e/comtees.htm#meast
http://www.ipu.org/strct-e/comtees.htm#cyprus
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e The Task Force on the peaceful resolution of the war in Ukraine aims to enable the IPU to
advance peaceful solutions and encourage dialogue with and between parliamentarians in the
Russian Federation and Ukraine.

Main programmatic activities
Disarmament

In a bid to operationalize the numerous IPU resolutions related to disarmament, arms control and
non-proliferation, the IPU is working holistically to promote the UN Secretary-General’'s 2018
Agenda for Disarmament through awareness-raising and capacity-building initiatives, as well as by
developing tools and running promotion campaigns on treaties and issues pertaining to:

. The fight against nuclear weapons and weapons of mass destruction
. The fight against illicit flows of small arms and light weapons
. Better regulation of new and emerging weapon technologies

Particular attention is also paid to the good governance of the security sector, through awareness-
raising on oversight and broader governance issues, including military expenditure.

Reconciliation, dialogue and conflict prevention
The IPU is providing capacity-building and advisory assistance, and is developing tools aimed at:

. Helping parliaments to address the wounds of the past, to overcome bottlenecks and
obstacles to allow the restoration of constitutional order, to promote dialogue, including at the
religious level, and to advance reconciliation

. Advocating for human rights and the protection of civilians and combatants in conflict around
the world, monitoring adherence to the Geneva Conventions, and raising awareness of the
treatment of refugees and internally displaced people, as well as of the issue of
statelessness

The IPU is also working towards integrating human security and common security into its work
related to peace and security. Such an approach is very much aligned with the work of
parliamentarians, as it helps to identify and address cross-cutting issues affecting citizens,
complements State security, and brings together the “human elements” of security, rights and
development.

Countering terrorism and preventing violent extremism

The IPU, through capacity-building activities, aims to facilitate the transposition of international
resolutions and decisions related to counter-terrorism and the prevention of violent extremism into
domestic legislation, as well as to promote parliamentary cooperation. Several tools have been
developed:

Model Legislative Provisions for victims of terrorism

An interactive map of counter-terrorism legislation

The Global Parliamentary Network on Countering Terrorism and Violent Extremism
A mobile app serving as a one-stop hub for all counter-terrorism updates

Part of this work focuses on assisting and supporting the Sahel countries through the Call of the
Sahel, a holistic approach that covers five key areas: environment, security, committees,
development and education. This approach aims to identify the needs of the countries in question
and to develop a road map for further assistance.

Countering global challenges to peace

The IPU is working to mitigate the impact of climate change, which is taking a heavy human toll
and undermining development, peace and security all over the world. To support climate action, the
IPU runs capacity-building and awareness-raising activities, develops tools for parliamentarians,
and has launched a global campaign. Artificial intelligence, as well as other new technologies —
especially in cyberspace and outer space — also present an increasingly pressing challenging to
peace. The IPU is therefore starting to work in these areas, including by promoting a global
dialogue on ethical issues in science and technology.



