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In the Name of God

Esteemed Colleagues,
Ladies and Gentlemen;

At the outset, I would like to express my pleasure for attending this meeting and thank the
warm hospitality of the Spanish Senate and MPs for the proper organization and holding
of [PU Assembly. [ would also like to express my appreciation to the Honorable Chairman
of the Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments (ASGP) for his/her valuable
efforts in holding this meeting.

The Islamic Consultative Assembly of Islam Republic of Iran, in its eleventh term, has
adopted four approaches of streamlining, democratization, smartization and transparency
to create a fundamental and effective change in its activities. For the maximum realization
of each of these approaches, strategies and programs have been defined at the
parliamentary level and are being implemented after scheduling and planning for effective
execution.

The first approach is “streamlining”; achieving an efficient organization requires the
provision of infrastructure and some key measures so that the administrative organization,
as the supporting body of the parliament, in line with its main missions, namely the
development of prudent laws and intelligent oversight, can have the maximum efficiency
through the appropriate utilization of available resources. Technological tools and
infrastructure is one of the most important propellants in achieving this objective.

Some of the most important measures taken in this area are as follows:

1. Improving the security and protection of infrastructure along with the development and
utilization of monitoring and warning systems.

2. Preparation and development of infrastructure and equipment, including examples such
as providing services to MPs to perform their duties in the format of new and secure



technological platforms such as smartphones and tablets, achieving 100% accessibility
rate of the parliamentary intranet, increasing WIFI network coverage, Internet access
and so on.

3. Establishing a strategic planning system and improving methods and processes to
achieve a program-oriented organization and appropriate utilization of available
resources.

4. Moving towards the establishment of a knowledge management system and creating a
learning organization, and preventing the experiences and knowledge of specialized
and skilled work force to go to waste.

The second approach is “democratization”. The Islamic Consultative Assembly is one of
the symbols of religious democracy in the Islamic Republic of Iran. Popular participation
in the legislation process and receiving feedback on the laws passed and awareness of
parliamentary negotiations, as well as public oversight in various areas, are among the
reasons that oblige the parliamentary administration to provide people with the possibility
of easy access to the approvals and parliamentary negotiations through the use of
technological tools, while facilitating effective communication between the public and the
parliament. Following is some of the key measures taken in this regard:

1. Establishment and operation of the integrated public communication system of the
parliament

2. Strengthening social capital through democratization of oversight in the Islamic
Consultative Assembly

3. Creating a platform for public participation and collective composition in the
formulation of laws

4. Communicating with the constituencies of MPs and creating the possibility of
registering and following up letters and popular requests.

The third approach is developing the “smartization” of the organization’s processes and
activities to create value from existing data and facilitate the governing activities and
processes of the parliament. In this regard, extensive measures have been taken or are in
the final stages, the most important of which are as follows:

1. Full mechanization of the legislation process and conducting all required polls
electronically

2. Mechanization of organizational processes and establishment of an integrated staff-
oriented Enterprise resource planning (ERP) system in the parliament

3. Strengthen the role of technological tools in the area of drafting, revising and enforcing
laws



4. Monitoring city and village councils’ elections throughout the country using
technological tools and utilization of virtual potentials.

5. Establishment and operation of a digital archive system for storing and providing
images and footage of parliamentary sessions

“Transparency” is the fourth approach that allows the public and the elite to access the
activities of parliamentarians and monitor the measures taken as one of the inalienable
citizenship rights.

To achieve the aforementioned objective, the following measures and means are taken and
used:

1. Designing and establishing a system for transparency of the performance of the
parliament and MPs

2. Launching an online news bulletin system

3. Broadcasting public parliamentary sessions through the website of Islamic Consultative
Assembly News Agency (ICANA)

4. The possibility to access detailed parliamentary negotiations and approvals

5. Public access to the pool of laws

Esteemed Colleagues,

In the current situation and following the outbreak of Covid-19 in various parts of the
world, the Islamic Republic of Iran, unfortunately, like other countries, became entangled
with this evil virus. The Corona pandemic, with its special characteristics and related
requirements, has changed the social lifestyle of humans, and the Islamic Consultative
Assembly has not been exempt of this reality. The necessity to observe health protocols
and social distancing in order to protect the good health of MPs and parliament staff, as
well as public clients and visitors , had a serious and deep effect on the way parliament
works, and inevitably, led to change in some working processes.

In this regard, the role of information and communication technology (ICT) was very
prominent and it played a key and effective role in holding public sessions and
commissions. In general, the most important measures taken in the parliament regarding
ICT during Covid-19 are as follows:

1. Holding some parliamentary sessions virtually through the use of technological tools
2. Utilization of different methods of teleworking depending on the circumstances



3. The use of innovative solutions to meet the technological needs of MPs in order to
reduce the need for their presence in the parliament, such as the use of tablets to perform
their duties in specialized legislative and monitoring systems, which has increased their
availability and accountability in emergencies and at different times of the day.

4. Earning the trust of MPs and parliament staff in the field of technological and digital
processes through the active participation of users, providing user-friendly solutions,
and increasing online support and training services.

Here, 1 will review the compliance of the measures taken by Islamic Consultative
Assembly of the Islamic Republic of Iran with the indices mentioned in the “2020 World
e-Parliament Report” published by the IPU and made available to members.

In this report, four general indices are provided to assess the status of ICT in world
parliaments, and each of these four indices have a number of subcategories. In the
following, while referring to each of the mentioned indices, the status of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly will be in relation to each of them.

1. “Strategy and planning for smartization of meetings through the use of ICT”:

The Islamic Consultative Assembly is one of the parliaments that has had a positive view
towards information technology through allocating about 10 percent of its budget to
matters related to this issue.

Existence of appropriate bylaws and regulations to support innovation in the parliament
has put Islamic republic of Iran among the 26 percent of the world's parliaments that
support innovation through official and unofficial methods.

The Islamic Consultative Assembly, with the establishment of the legislative and
monitoring system and other related systems, is definitely among the 10 percent of the
parliaments that have announced that they use the legislative software and artificial
intelligence to carry out the relevant affairs.

Regarding the expedition of the use of Cloud-based applications and technological tools
by the parliaments, the Iranian parliament, along with 86 percent of the world parliaments,
has had a special emphasis and focus in this area and we hope that, in the future, we will
reach a suitable level in the utilization of this technology.

2. “Resources allocated to the ICT sector” in parliaments:

Today, ICT has become a vital resource of the Islamic Consultative Assembly and acts as
a facilitator in many of the MPs’ duties and administrative tasks. Furthermore, the
existence of expert and specialized staff in the field of ICT and efforts to empower them



and strengthen human resources due to the expansion of technological activities, is always
emphasized and given special attention to by different departments of the parliament.

During Covid-19, The Islamic Consultative Assembly, enacted special regulations
regarding the minimum presence of its employees at work in order to protect their health
and in line with 55 percent of the world’s parliaments utilized the services of some
employees and MPs virtually and through teleworking.

3. “Public participation” in matters related to the parliaments:

The Islamic Consultative Assembly through providing the possibility of collective
compiling of laws and using the opinions of individuals and experts, as well as using its
website, which is designed with an interactive approach and is available to the public, is
among the 63 percent of the parliaments that are equipped with systems for involving
people in the legislation process. The Islamic Consultative Assembly has also taken
advantage of technological platforms to design a dedicated social network that puts Islamic
Republic of Iran among the 76 percent of parliaments in the world that have made
significant use of social media.

4. “Communication and cooperation in the field of ICT with other parliaments”:

In this regard, since the beginning of Covid-19, the Islamic Consultative Assembly,
through the use of technological tools, has held 126 sessions with other parliaments in the
format of friendship groups, international fora, specialized commissions and similar cases
in the form of various webinars to have acted in line with 62 percent of the world’s
parliaments which are seeking to expand inter-parliamentary cooperation and utilize the
support of civil society in using technological capabilities.

In the end, I hope that the active participation of colleagues and sharing parliamentary
views and experiences will provide a suitable platform for parliaments to work more
effectively and dynamically in carrying out their high-stakes duties and responsibilities.

Thank you for your attention
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