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Mr. Mohammed Rikan Hadid Alhalboosi
Speaker of the Council of representatives of the
the Republic of Iraq

President of the Arab Inter-Parliamentary Union
President of the Arab Group
Inter-Parliamentary Union

Marfaa’ Area, Maarad Street, Unit 1- 201
BEIRUT

Lebanon

Geneva, 15 August 2023
Dear Mr. President,

I would like to extend an invitation to you and to all the members of Arab Group, to participate in the
upcoming thematic meeting of our Call of the Sahel initiative, entitled Investment in development and
education to rebuild the future of the Sahel, which will take place online over two days: from 10:00 to
12:30 on 27 September 2023 and from 13:00 to 16:00 on 28 September 2023.

At the First Global Parliamentary Summit on Counter-Terrorism, held in Vienna, Austria in September
2021, parliamentarians gathered to discuss the creation of pathways towards peace and a brighter
future for all, including those affected by terrorism, with a particular emphasis on the Sahel region.
The Summit led to a joint declaration called the Call of the Sahel, in which parliamentarians called for
the promotion of peace and sustainable development in the region. The aim is to achieve concrete
results by holistically assisting and supporting the Sahel countries. Various documents relating to the
Call of the Sahel can be found here.

A plan of action was created to implement the Call of the Sahel and address the impact of terrorism
and violent extremism in the region. The plan outlines five key areas: environment, security,
communities, development and education. Thematic meetings have been held to discuss the first
three of these areas, with only development and education remaining to be discussed. After these
discussions are complete, a road map will be developed and presented at the Second Global
Parliamentary Summit on Counter-Terrorism, which is taking place on 25 October 2023, in Luanda,
Angola, during the 147th IPU Assembly.

We are expecting the participation of various agencies of the United Nations involved in the themes,
along with parliamentarians from the Sahel and other regions, and members of regional
parliamentary assemblies.

I look forward to welcoming you to this important meeting. | would greatly appreciate it if you could
confirm your attendance at the following email address: counter-terrorism@ipu.org and complete a
registration form no later than 20 September 2023 at the following link
https://registration.ipu.org/d/npg029/ where you will also find details on how to gain access to the
meeting. The concept note for the meeting is enclosed with this letter.

Yours sincerely,

R

Martin Chungong
Secretary General
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The Call of the Sahel: A Global Response

Despite global efforts, international cooperation and relevant
resolutions agreed upon in international forums, the Sahel
region faces an unprecedented and rapidly deteriorating
situation that threatens not only the people of the Sahel, but
also the statehood of the countries that compose it. The region
faces a number of challenges that impede it and neighbouring
countries from developing and achieving peace and security,
as it has become a hotspot for the refuge and redeployment of
networks of terrorist groups.

The Call aims to create a parliamentary bloc that shares a strong
commitment and genuine solidarity with the people of the Sahel
region. The aim of this parliamentary bloc will be to achieve

concrete results by assisting and supporting the countries of
the Sahel through a holistic approach. In order to address the
reasons why the situation in the region has deteriorated and how
it has become a significant danger to world peace and security,
international cooperation in the region must be reassessed.

The holistic and inclusive work plan takes into account the needs
of each country and community, along with knowledge of the
different political, social and economic structures of the Sahel
countries. Communities, governments, parliamentarians, civil
society and religious leaders will be involved in building and
implementing this action plan.

Education

UNESCO, UNICEF,
World Bank,
International Alert

Development

UNDP, World Bank,
World Economic Forum,
International Monetary Fund,
EU (EUCAP Sahel, EEAS),
EU Trust Fund for Africa,
Institute for Economics
and Peace

HUMAN
Security
Health
Rights

Community

Community and
Religious Leaders,
People’s Coalition

for the Sahel, UNODC,
UNOCT, Hedayah,
Institute for Economics
and Peace

PLAN OF ACTION

STATE

Statehood
Rule of Law
Citizenship

Environment

World Bank, IPCC,
UNFCCC, ACPC,
UNEP, Institute
for Economics

and Peace

REGIONAL

Security
Development
Responsibility

Security

African Union —
AFRICOMCEN-SAD Center,
EUTM Mali, Sahel Alliance,

African Security,

UNODC



1. The Call of the Sahel will be organized around
three entry points:
Human: Security, Health, Rights
State: Statehood, Rule of Law, Citizenship
Region: Security, Development, Responsibility

2. A holistic approach will be followed across the five
fields of cooperation:
- Development
- Community
- Education
- Security
- Environment

3. The Call will be coordinated through a joint secretariat
composed of:
- The InterParliamentary Union (IPU)
- The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
- The Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean (PAM)
- The G5 Sahel Interparliamentary Committee

4. The following civil society and research organizations
will support the Call:
- International Alert
- Institute for Economics and Peace
- Community and Religious Leaders
- Hedayah
- Parliamentary Assembly of La Francophonie (APF)

Development Education

UNDE WEF
IMF, [EP

UNESCO, UNICEF,
International Alert

Community

Community and
religious leaders,

5. With joint coordination and support from:

- Arab Parliament

- Arab InterParliamentary Union

- ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly

- Association of Senates, Shoora and Equivalent Councils in
Africa and the Arab World (ASSECAA)

- African Parliamentary Union

- Pan-African Parliament

- African Union

6. Five thematic meetings will take place. Each meeting
will be chaired by a member of the HLAG and an expert in
the relevant field. The United Nations and other international
organizations will be invited to attend these meetings. The
outcome and recommendations of the meetings will guide
the discussions of the Global Summit: the Global Response
to the Call of the Sahel.

Environment

Security

UNODC,
African Union

World Bank,
IPCC, UNFCCC,

Hedayah, UNOCT,

ACPC, UNEP IEP

IEP

A Global Summit:
The Global Response to the Call of the Sahel

The international conference will discuss and present its recommendations on the following five items:

Prevention
of violent
extremism:
conditions
conducive to
terrorism

Security and

development

for countering
terrorism

Countering the
financing of
terrorism

The relationship
between
environmental
degradation and
proliferation of
terrorism

Human dignity,
women and
children

Follow us on ipu.org and

0000

More information

https://www.ipu.org/ourimpact/peacebuilding/countering-terrorism-and-violent-extremism
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