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Inter-Parliamentary Union WWW.IP
For democracy. For everyone

To: Secretaries General of
Parliaments

Geneva, 31 January 2024

Dear Madam Secretary General,
Dear Mr. Secretary General,

| am pleased to invite your Parliament to the Fifth Expert Roundtable on the Common Principles. As we approach
the tenth anniversary of the Common Principles in October 2024, this year's Roundtable will be on: The Common
Principles at ten years: Charting the next decade of parliamentary self-development. The one-day event will
take place immediately after the 148th IPU Assembly (24-27 March 2024), on 28 March 2024 at the CICG in
Geneva. The concept note and provisional agenda are attached.

You will recall that the Common Principles for Support to Parliaments were adopted by IPU members at the 131st
IPU Assembly in 2014. In a process very much led by parliaments, in collaboration with support partners, the ten
principles were drafted to form the foundation for developmental cooperation between parliaments and external
partners. | am proud that they have since been endorsed by 147 national parliaments, 76% of the total, and 31
partner organizations. It is a testament to the widespread agreement on this common standard for effective
support and our shared vision for stronger parliaments.

At this ten-year mark, the Fifth Expert Roundtable will bring together parliaments and support partners to reflect
on the present state of parliamentary development, anticipate future trends, and help set an agenda for future
action for the parliamentary development community. Through the prism of the anniversary, the Roundtable aims
to prepare the parliamentary community to go even further in contributing to an ecosystem that ensures that
parliaments’ development in the years ahead belongs to them and is resilient to future crises.

I hope that a representative from your Parliament with responsibility for parliamentary development will be able to
join us at this Roundtable. As space is limited, parliaments are kindly requested to keep their participation to a
maximum of two representatives. | would be grateful if your Parliament could kindly register for the Roundtable by
10 March 2024 at the following address: https://reqistration.ipu.org/event/84832f5b-1793-49b5-9039-
70c236eeb2b3/summary.

We look forward to welcoming you to this event and continuing our celebrations of the tenth anniversary of the
Common Principles over the coming year.

Yours sincerely,

Martin Chungong
Secretary General

cc: Secretaries of IPU Groups
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The Fifth Expert Roundtable on the Comman Principles far Support to Parliaments will take place on 28 March 2024 at the

CICG in Geneva, immediztely following the 145th IPU Assembly. Its theme is: The Common Principles at ten years: Chorting the
next decode of parliamentary seif-development.

Ten years after the adoption of the Common Principles, the Expert Roundtable will bring together parliaments and support
partners o emphasize thatparliaments’ development in the years ahead belongs to themand to identify ways to ensure
that it isresilient to future crises. Participants willreflect on the present state of parliamentary development, anticipate
future trends to navigate, andhelp identify new tools and products for the parliamentary development community. It will also
be an occasion to exchange ideas on how to celebrate the ten-year anniversary.
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