Sl sl a2 slas

(1889 aldl 3 Lslh GUpdl SLEVI clis) %
Bl Blay b Bampe L ae g
ETLIY P Tas M LU jf QLAM

Ry
G a3 Obol e orlry WY1 s il
A5 A ey kY =190 oA
tabine U @Jof Clhl) dma Tasl ad) o3 oL ST s r2d — b Sl il
.D,:J\ JESI e

el Slebdl 4 Ladl) @ cpdoate g S d ) a2 delans] wldls (o ol M1 OLS,
s 358 56 OF I Leghas 0Lgsl wSL) T e Ol Loly L o) oSl IS e
L) G SV 3 Y lasetdl e il e i ] L -l

LY sl Ogladl) ol Lagg Ll (3 Aedls g5 Bwleww Badate Jof clii] 4] Loghas (ool Al
Pl (3 slaY (3 il Sl 1S clad] (3 Wb e Jall aldt SLE OIS asdl Jol
& oY Bae olmdY e cl) 3 lesSh Loy ays dge sl alses sl (1899

.1945 (\:.“ < sl ("‘S“J 1919 (\:.S\

Adly did> 1) S b 85l plyy dT AL L1889 sl > ST i anld

1885 pladt 3 0l 3 T ey OF 3 Lol Laaegy T4 faey (Al 3 3 Loy 5,8 W3y
Lol @ it K2y 03lans BT L Taliasi Tt OIS (3350 &5 i p Al o b OIS,
Leg Jads 3 abylly delean V) SLLEY) jo (o) dmgs | (Jall oSl 5
sl DLV e oSS a5 3aSy o aBedl i) bl e 234 557 A,
S by S et ) L aedBy b1 e Ty

— 13
E iLHHI o U S Lite) BLo Y dan


https://www.ipu.org/node/69
https://www.ipu.org/node/69
https://www.ipu.org/node/68
https://www.ipu.org/node/68
https://www.ipu.org/node/70
http://www.pca-cpa.org/
http://www.pca-cpa.org/

B9 oSl psgdh wodll a Sy )BT 3L S s S e saalad) e aBlll (35
Sl sSh we ellt 0ley (Sl 3 Sl 1) S F5e2d) e 45 1888 g0l
ROUBKRNCGEFR

o Adell Sl s ds 1S plxl ) aesSs pes 1l b 23 Ly Lo 31 2
Soly wbla gl g b

S a8 il 56,5 By el sl ablie ade b alulyy ¢ cod @l )l Jlosl e 1087 sy
flarl jyad (Eaes < d 3] Loyl dI gl gk 200

0 s Jl

plaar ¥ (b ¢ awtly Adled el 05Send Lo Ol B T 13 &l 6,87 5Ty Bgell b o]
1888 T [UgW s BT 3 b & iisn Wl G 3 AW

eV & s A el e 25 ) lgeaily sLd) lais Ol Olp 9 e cadladll oda (3
i b JoolS s el S el ey Lty CBly sl b Ty

o S STl SVl L h G oS sales e OF e 1 e &1 ) Lo Y1l
ISy 1 )T o UM s 3ol LNy Lillayy o 5 las

WAl @ sl O 3y il A e DL e Ty aeos Alolse Lo Loy
Pl Ol g (Jlall Jom DB o oSl 228 o ciblaze il 8983 13 (ol (K

889 i [0 30529 oy e 3 ige il ied K85 7 50 L5 sl s i
L oAl e L

ST g pdlo GBS s pa AL AT 13 OIS Lyl ) @ gl Bnldll 20l ST ) Lakis g
b @ Sl ol i O s s U g 7o L £l Al Aidad) Bnlis 42

%

-

ww:h A Ul S dite) il Y aas

£

<%



&;j.\j‘ )j,;d»-t

Ay Jitg sl 5 4L BLoYU illayy Wil 285 L 3 L, L5t 55 3.1 ads plaza ¥l S
ool SNl Wills Ly 21y Ll Sy by 0 S0

AW psdl 3 EM e Los sl clas BSOS 1w dias 08 Qe Yl saall of e w20 e
ple S8 i OF o pla ) OF Osslhpd) 3

sl O 30 33 Ty Las 08 = Lo Ul SEY1 g Lo 3 o o)) = Lol U1 25 01,
ULt 65 T, b st L1889

Sbst Sl e e 302 3 edad) Bl CSU i 2o el LT (Olgin SN dng
1909 st > Lo glata Lale Ul aziay (DLl 3510 g 5512 L))

&= 1909 sl o (50 ple ool Jol =Y Ol S8 ool &) kel Ty ) 52 0S70MS)

1899 sl 3 = Lot Ul SLEYY = JLH Leatl 2adadld ezl

L 3/3
:JI.N i o U S Lite) BLo Y dan


http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1902/gobat-bio.html
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1902/gobat-bio.html
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1921/lange-facts.html

Genesis of the IPU

The Inter-Parliamentary Union was
created in 1889, in an era when there
were no established means for
governments or parliaments to work
together internationally.

It took two 19th century men of
vision—Englishman William  Randal
Cremer and Frenchman Frédéric
Passy—to lay the foundations for all that has followed. They set up an association
of MPs which has been transformed into the thriving global organization of today.

The men were from vastly different social backgrounds, but were united in their
belief in solving international disputes through peaceful arbitration. Lifelong,
tireless campaigners for peace, both went on to win the Nobel Peace Prize—along
with many other IPU figures.

Their work led to the world’s first permanent international political organization
and provided the origins for multilateral cooperation between nations today. The
IPU was instrumental in setting up the Permanent Court of Arbitration in The
Hague in 1899, and its calls for an international institution linking governments
helped lay the foundations for the creation of the League of Nations in 1919 and
the United Nations in 1945.

The idea of bringing together MPs from different countries had been gaining
ground among pacifists in the 1870s and 80s, but until 1889 no one had seized the
initiative to turn the idea into a reality.

Cremer had been born into poverty in England, working as a carpenter and trade
union leader before becoming an MP in 1885. Passy was from a wealthy and
influential French family, and was a respected economist. They were working
separately in their own countries to promote arbitration between nations, before
joining forces across the social and national divides that separated them.

Cremer had persuaded 234 of his fellow MPs to sign a document proposing an
arbitration treaty with the United States. He headed a delegation which crossed
the Atlantic and presented it to US President Grover Cleveland.
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The treaty was not approved by Congress, but the visit triggered a barrage of
support for the notion of arbitration, and in June 1888 the US Senate adopted a
proposal to enter into arbitration over disputes with other governments whenever
possible.

Around the same time, Passy put forward a motion calling on his own government
to seize every opportunity to settle international conflicts by mediation and
arbitration.

Cremer heard about the Frenchman's actions, and wrote to him suggesting they
met to exchange views. Cremer said he could bring 200 British MPs to Paris if they
were invited to a meeting.

Historic first meeting

Passy issued the invitation, telling Cremer that if he brought only half a dozen MPs
it would be a great event. The historic meeting was organized at the Grand Hotel
in Paris on 31 October 1888.

In the event only 9 British MPs crossed the Channel and joined 25 of their French
counterparts at the meeting. Passy opened proceedings and was elected President,
while Cremer and Sir George Campbell became Vice-Presidents.

The meeting concluded that a treaty of arbitration between France and the United
States was far more likely to succeed than a treaty between Britain and the United
States, due to disputes over Ireland and Canada.

Keen to continue their work and far from discouraged by the low attendance, the
MPs arranged to meet the following year.

Crucially, they decided to invite MPs sympathetic to the cause of arbitration from
parliaments around the world, opening the doors to serious international
conferences for the first time. A committee was set up to organize a conference in
Paris on 29 and 30 June 1889, to coincide with the World Exhibition.

When Cremer visited the modest hall chosen as the venue a few days before the
conference began, he was appalled and felt it was a poor match for the grandeur
of the occasion. He rushed out and booked the Hotel Continental—home to one
of the most beautiful auditoriums in Paris.



International attendance

This time the meeting was attended by 55 French and 28 British MPs, as well as 5
ltalians and 1 representative each from the parliaments of Belgium, Denmark,
Hungary, Liberia, Spain and the United States.

Although the global contingent was small, it was enough to give the Conference
an international character. On the second day, the MPs decided the meeting should
take place every year.

The Inter-Parliamentary Conference—later called the Inter-Parliamentary Union—
had officially been born on 30 June 1889. Passy was elected President and Cremer
Vice-President.

Three years later, the group set up its headquarters, the Inter-Parliamentary
Bureau, at Berne in Switzerland, with Albert Gobat (who went on to win the second
Nobel Peace Prize) acting as voluntary Secretary General until 1909.

It was Cremer who initiated the process by which Christian Lange became the first
professional Secretary General, from 1909 until 1933, and the organization was
placed on a firmer footing financially by Andrew Carnegie.

The organization adopted its current name—the Inter-Parliamentary Union—in
1899.
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