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The legislative framework for travel by Members of the Bundestag is formed by the
Act on the Legal Status of Members of the German Bundestag, the relevant
implementing provisions issued by the Council of Elders and the Federal Travel
Expenses Act.

The Members of the Bundestag undertake trips in a variety of contexts and roles,
both within Germany and abroad.

Firstly, the Members of course travel regularly to Berlin to attend the sittings of the
Bundestag. But they also have engagements in other parts of Germany. For such trips
connected with Members mandates, all Members of the Bundestag receive a rail
travel card at the beginning of an electoral term; they can also receive
reimbursement of the price of air travel up to the highest class. As a rule, Members
book their flights via the travel agency contracted by the Bundestag and do not
therefore have to pay for them up front. Further costs (in particular accommodation
costs) are not in principle covered for travel within Germany. A total of around
€9.3m is available annually for trips connected with Members mandates, in addition
to approximately €2.5m for the rail travel cards.

Alongside their domestic travel, Members of the Bundestag also take part in many
official trips abroad — in the form of trips undertaken individually, as members of the
Presidium or a committee, as part of a delegation of one of the Bundestag’s bodies, as
members of parliamentary friendship groups, or as members of one of the
international parliamentary assemblies.

Due to the increasing Europeanisation, internationalisation and globalisation of
virtually all policy fields, the work of Members of Parliament has long ceased to be
restricted to the national context. The interconnectivity of the global economy and
financial markets, which has been boosted even further over recent years as a result
of digitalisation and global interdependencies, calls for international political
cooperation, as do issues such as climate change, cross-border crime and the risks
posed by international terrorist organisations.

However, from March 2020, during the Covid-19 pandemic, travel and in-person
meetings were either not possible, or only to a very limited extent. For this reason,
Members of the German Bundestag who were unable to travel to dialogue partners or
meet these people in Berlin due to infection protection measures relied intensively on
video conference formats. During periods in which travel warnings from the Federal
Foreign Office were lifted for their particular destinations, Members were able to
make various official trips.

Against this background, the following trips took place during the most recent
electoral term: 967 official trips by individual Members, 154 trips by delegations and
226 trips to conferences and meetings of the international parliamentary assemblies.

An annual budget of €6.5m is available for the trips abroad undertaken by Members
of the Bundestag, including travel to the Inter-Parliamentary assemblies. Generally
speaking, Members of the Bundestag travel much less during the first year of an



electoral term and during the final year, due to the post-election and election-
campaign periods.

All official trips require authorisation by the President of the German Bundestag. As
a rule, she grants this authorisation for official trips by individual Members provided
the responsible committee confirms a link between the trip and the topics dealt with
by the committee, and that authorisation has also been granted by the relevant
parliamentary secretaries (whips).

Due to the special importance of the European Union, trips to the EU institutions in
Brussels, Luxembourg or Strasbourg do not require any advance authorisation. In
the absence of prior authorisation, however, only the travel costs are covered, whilst
the costs of accommodation, for example, are not covered. For that reason, this
special rule is generally used for one-day trips.

Applications for official trips are discussed and decided on by the Presidium. In the
current electoral term, delegations may include up to eight Members. The
composition of delegations is based on a formula decided by the Presidium,
reflecting the relative strengths of the different parliamentary groups at the
Bundestag.

Trips by the parliamentary friendship groups are largely subject to the same rules as
trips by other delegations. However, the size of delegations is restricted to a
maximum of six Members. In addition, the number of trips is limited to one per
electoral term for bilateral parliamentary friendship groups, or two per electoral term
for multilateral groups. A restriction of this kind does not exist for the committees.

In terms of the expenses covered, the provisions of the Federal Travel Expenses Act
apply as they would to staff from the administration, except where the Council of
Elders has decided on exceptions. Members can, for example, fly business class
regardless of the duration of the flight.

Delegations of Members are accompanied on trips by a staff member from the
administration, along with an interpreter if needed. Where it is not possible for
interpreters from the Bundestag’s own language service to accompany the delegation,
colleagues from one of the ministries or freelancers are used. Members of the
Bundestag who undertake individual trips are also entitled to reimbursement of the
costs of an interpreter. In addition, Members are supported on their trips abroad by
German embassies or the offices of the political foundations affiliated to their parties.

Alongside trips connected with Members’ mandates and official trips, there is a
further category of travel: as members of a parliamentary group, they can also
undertake parliamentary-group trips. These trips are financed by the parliamentary
groups from their own funds and are subject to their own rules on authorisation.
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